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Philip Raby
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Igni tion

F
ollowing its reveal in LA at the end of last year the 
hype surrounding the new Porsche 911 – the 992 – 
has been unrelenting. This month we finally get behind 
the wheel of the new car; respected automotive 
authority Andrew Frankel delivers the most detailed 

and informed verdict you’ll read on the new car, p38. In 
addition to the all-important driving impressions we delve 
under the metal of the 992 to discover more about this 
technological and mechanical Porsche masterpiece, p45. 
Furthermore we explore ‘Porsche Production 4.0’, ultimately 
the biggest shake-up of Porsche’s Zuffenhausen production 
facilities in some 80 years, p50. The changes to Porsche 
manufacturing techniques are to enable the production of 
the 992 and the upcoming Taycan – Porsche’s first electric 
car (due later this year). These new cars are platform 

engineered in a way we’ve not seem before from Porsche 
and that will, so we’re told, generate more derivatives of 
existing and future models – an exciting prospect. 

Further into this issue we look at buying the 955 and 957 
generation Cayenne, p62, unleash a 718 Cayman GTS on 
Australia’s Targa Barrier Reef Porsche Tour (p78) and then 
put one to the test on soil closer to home, in Wales – p82.

We also showcase two reworked Porsches this month in 
the shape of a 928 GT which has been given the ‘Clubsport’ 
treatment (p22), and a 964 Turbo that has been turned into 
a ‘lightweight’ Turbo S tribute, p66. Both of these projects 
show that you can modify a Porsche with subtlety and 
careful consideration, heightening its original essence while 
retaining its sense of class. For many this is the acceptable 
face of the modified Porsche scene.

Simon Jackson 
Editor @retro_jackson

Contributors

One of the industry’s most 
respected senior automotive 
journalists, Andrew writes 
for Motor Sport , Autocar and 
the national newspapers. 

This month: Andrew drives 
the 992 in anger and 
delivers his detailed verdict 
on the new 911 Carrera 
– does it follow tradition 
Porsche conventions? 

Specialist Porsche dealer  
and consultant, Philip has 
been driving, and writing 
about Porsches for more 
than 20 years... 

This month: In his regular 
column Phil provides an 
insight into the world of the 
specialist Porsche dealer...

The man behind 
Ferdinand Magazine and 
porschevaluations.com, 
Mr Glynn has been writing 
about Porsches for more 
than a decade...

This month: In his monthly 
column John turns his 
attention to young drivers 
and ponders what the future 
might hold...

Andrew Frankel
@Andrew_Frankel 

John Glynn
    @CultofPorsche

This month we drive the latest 
911 Carrera on track in Germany...
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A track car in its previous life, this 928 GT has been 
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1969 911 E £POA
One of just 954 911 E Coupé produced. 
Beautifully restored.

1960 356B Roadster Rod     £POA 
Emory Restoration
Restored by Rod Emory to a concourse condition. 
Comes complete with a spare modified 912 engine.

1960 356 B Roadster  £POA
Original interior with recent engine rebuild.  
Full history including original service book.  

Porsche Classic Partner Leeds
The Boulevard 
City West Business Park 
Leeds LS12 6BG 
0113 389 0600 
info@porscheleeds.co.uk 
www.porscheleeds.co.uk

1957 356 A 
£POA
Originally supplied to Australia, this 356 has received a nut and bolt restoration both 
mechanically and cosmetically to an in and out concourse condition. The car comes 
complete with the original service book, owner’s manual and a file detailing various 
parts of the car’s history. To compliment this concourse condition 356 the previous 
owner commissioned a full set of tailor-made period luggage in Tan leather. Built to 
original specification it adds a further touch of class to this very rare offering.  
Please call Simon Smith on 07590 538 068 for more information. 
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the
news

Porsche has unveiled the first 
derivative of its new 911; the 992 
Cabriolet. Available for the time 
being in only Carrera S rear-wheel 
drive and Carrera 4S all-wheel drive 

forms, the new convertible features 
a fully-automatic soft top with an 
integrated glass rear window. A new 
roof hydraulic system has reduced 
opening times to 12 seconds 

– faster than any of its similar 
forebears – and the 992’s roof can 
be opened and closed at speeds of 
up to 30mph.

Both versions of the new model 

share the coupé model’s flat-six 
‘9A2evo’ 2,981cc bi-turbo boxer 
engine putting out 450hp and 
390lb ft torque, this is produced 
between 2,300 and 5,000rpm. Like 

PORSCHE REVEALS 992 
CABRIOLET Porsche has revealed its new 992 

Cabriolet, which is initially available 
in Carrera S and 4S guises…
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Keep up to date with all the latest Porsche 
news on our website www.gtpurelyporsche.com

Porsche is requesting that owners 
of current generation Panameras 
bring their vehicles into their OPC for 
work to be completed on the electric 
power steering control unit. Affected 
vehicles, which totals 74,585 cars 
worldwide, are those built between 
21 March 2016 and 6 December 
2018 – these cars will have their 
systems re-programmed. 

The recall has been actioned 
due to a software fault meaning 
that there is the potential for 
the assistance offered by the 

electric power steering to become 
unavailable for a limited period 
of time. If this happens then, of 
course, increased force is required 
for steering. Porsche says that 
the reprogramming is strictly a 
precautionary measure. Affected 
customers are being contacted in 
writing, they are being asked to visit 
their local Porsche Centre as soon 
as possible where the workshop will 
undertake the job, this is said to take 
around an hour and is conducted 
free of charge.

Porsche is recalling Panamera models for the re-programming of 
their electric power steering control units...

PANAMERA RECALL 

the coupé, the only gearbox option 
at present is the ‘new’ eight-speed 
PDK dual-clutch system first seen in 
the latest Panamera. The Carrera S 
Cabriolet accelerates from zero to 
62mph in 3.9 seconds (3.7 seconds 
with the Sport Chrono Package), 
the Carrera 4S Cabriolet does the 
same in 3.8 seconds (3.6 seconds 
with optional Sport Chrono). 
Porsche claims the combined fuel 
consumption is around 31mpg for 
both models.

In designing the 992 coupé 
Porsche accounted for a Cabriolet 
derivative, in doing so it has 
engineered added strength into 
the car’s chassis design which 

should ensure that this is the most 
structurally rigid 911 convertible 
yet. In addition, and for the first 
time, Porsche Active Suspension 
Management (PASM) is available 
as an option for the 911 Cabriolet. 
Largely in every other regard outside 
of its unique Cabriolet roof, the 
new models replicate the technical 
details of their coupé equivalents, 
which you can read more 
about further into this issue.

The new 992 Cabriolet is 
available to order from Porsche 
Centres in the UK and Ireland now 
with the Carrera S Cabriolet priced 
from £102,755.00 and the Carrera 
4S Cabriolet from £108,063.00.



10  www.gtpurelyporsche.com

the
news Keep up to date with all the latest Porsche 

news on our website www.gtpurelyporsche.com

Porsche showcased the new 911 – 
the 992 – away from a motor show 
for the first time recently, but it was 
the manor in which it did so which 
interested fans on social media. A 
Porsche presentation took place 
before the ‘GP Ice Race’ in Zell am 
See, Austria, a new event which 
replicates the ice race held in Austria 
between 1937 and 1974. Providing 
spectators with a wealth of motor 
sports action, both using historic and 
contemporary race and rally cars, 
the Ice Race saw approximately 130 
participants drift vehicles around a 
600-metre long ice track. Amongst 
the drivers taking part in Porsche 
cars were Le Mans winner Hans-
Joachim Stuck and Porsche brand 

ambassadors Mark Webber and 
Walter Röhrl. 

For the presentation at the event 
Porsche flew a 992 into situ via 
helicopter at an altitude of 1,408 
metres, the car was spectacularly 
dangled below a chopper before 
coming to rest at the remote 
location. At the presentation Dr. 
Wolfgang Porsche together with 
works drivers Timo Bernhard and 
Richard Lietz were in attendance, 
but really it was the spectacle of a 
new 911 hanging above the snow 
and ice below a helicopter which 
captured most people’s imagination 
online, and it’s easy to see why – 
we’ll let the pictures do the rest of 
the talking here!

Porsche spectacularly helicoptered 
a 992 into position in Austria before 
taking a range of cars, both new and 
old, ice driving...

PORSCHE GOES
ICE DRIVING



London’s only Porsche Recommended Repair Centre

Established in 1971, specialising in Prestige Body Repairs and restoration.

A reputation built on quality, fine detail and integrity.

London’s only recommended Porsche Repair Centre.

Officially approved, recommended and trusted by the leading motor manufacturers of the world.

M&A Coachworks. 135 Highgate Road London NW5 1LE

Call 0203 823 1900 

Email customerservice@macoachworks.co.uk

www.macoachworks.co.uk
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the
news

Independent Porsche specialist Ninemeister in Warrington has 
partnered with Wavetrac Differentials and HRE wheels...

Porsche specialist Ninemeister has 
established a partnership with two 
important names in the automotive 
industry. The first is Wavetrac 
Differentials Europe, regular readers 
may recall that our former 987 
Cayman project car (pictured right) 
ran a Wavetrac differential setup. The 
news means that the Warrington-
based specialist can now offer the 
full range of Porsche specific limited 
slip differentials made by the firm. 

The innovative Wavetrac device 
sits in the centre of the differential 
and responds during those 
conditions when zero, or near-
zero, axle-load occurs. Precisely 
engineered, wave profiles are 
placed on one side gear and its 
mating pre-load hub. As the two 
side gears rotate relative to each 
other, each wave surface climbs 
the other, causing them to move 
apart, this creates enough internal 

load within the Wavetrac device to 
halt locking – applying drive to the 
wheel with traction. Furthermore, 
Wavetrac offers the only differential 
that can automatically add more 
load internally when it is required. 
In terms of driving dynamics this 
provides consistency and stability – it 
really is clever stuff.  

In addition to offering Wavetrac 
products, Ninemeister has also 
recently announced a second 
new international partnership, 
this time with HRE Performance 
Wheels. Complementing the 
growing number of brands with 
which Ninemeister already works, 
the specialist is set to become the 
official UK distributor for all HRE 
products. On top of this Ninemeister 
will also be deemed an official HRE 
fitting centre, allowing it to import 
and export these high quality wheels 
worldwide. HRE’s range of custom 

forged single-piece, three-piece and 
cast flow formed wheels for high 
performance sports cars and luxury 
vehicles are already popular the 
world over, we envisage that thanks 
to Ninemeister we’ll now be seeing 

more of these stunning wheels on 
Porsche vehicles in the UK. For more 
information on this and the other 
services available from Ninemeister, 
navigate your way to its website: 
www.ninemeister.com

NINEMEISTER ADDS
WAVETRAC AND HRE



Produced by a Porsche owner (with a degree in Engineering) who was not impressed
with the tyres available, the Blockley 165VR15 is the only V-rated tyre available
in this size. Featuring twin-steel-belted construction, it also has the perfect

period-correct look, as is our 185/70VR15 size.

The Blockley 165VR15 has been used to win the gruelling Pirelli Challenge, an event largely
contested by vehicles using competition tyres, which are far from ideal for road use.

The best tyres for vintage,
historic and classic cars

The Blockley Tyre Company Ltd
www.blockleytyre.com

Tel: 01386 701 717 Email: info@blockleytyre.com
*The Blockley 185/70VR15 tyre is also similarly available at 10%discount.

(Offer limited to 100 sets)

So, this is the Blockley Challenge…
We are offering readers of Classic Porsche a discount. The 165VR15 has been reduced in
price from £119 to £99, plus a further discount making a set of 4 tyres £356, an easy

number to remember! So you can try them for yourself on your own Porsche.
And if for any reason you are not seriously impressed with them, even after a thousand

miles or so, we will offer you a full refund.

Blockley tyres are produced to the highest quality on new equipment, using steel moulds in
the traditional manner, a process which calls for the use of a mould release agent. This

requires the tyres to be scrubbed-in prior to spirited use.
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motosport
month

Just as we predicted it would in our 
last issue, Porsche has unveiled a 
successor to its popular 981 Cayman 
GT4 Clubsport, the new 718 
Cayman GT4 Clubsport competition 
precedes a forthcoming road car of 
the same ilk expected this summer, 
importantly it retains a naturally-
aspirated six-cylinder engine. The 
3.8-litre engine produces 425hp, 
a 40hp increase over its forebear, 
and revs to 7,800rpm – it sends 
power to its rear wheels through a 
six-speed PDK dual-clutch gearbox 
and also boasts a mechanical locking 
rear diff erential. The new car has the 
internal Porsche chassis code ‘982’, 
though its model code remains ‘718’ 
– the current Cayman and Boxster 
road car designation.

The fi rst production racing car 
ever with body panels made from 
natural-fi bre composites, the new 
Porsche features doors and a rear 
wing made of an organic fi bre mix 
sourced primarily from agricultural 
by-products, such as hemp fi bres. 
The material has similar properties 
to that of carbon fi bre in terms of 

weight and rigidity. The fi xed rear 
wing has an integrated carbon 
fi bre Gurney fl ap to maximise 
aerodynamic balance. Lightweight 
front suspension has been lifted 
from the new GT4’s big brother 
– the 911 GT3 Cup car. Steel 
brake discs appear on all four 
corners, these measure 380mm 
in diameter. Delivered with an FIA 
certifi ed weld-in roll cage, a Recaro 
racing bucket seat and six-point 
harnesses, the GT4 Clubsport majors 
on lightness, tipping the scales at 
1,320kg thanks in part to 9- and 
10×18-inch single-piece forged 
alloy wheels – these accept 25/64-
18 and 27/68-18 Michelin slick or 
wet weather tyres.

Porsche will produce two versions 
of the new mid-engined racer, a 
‘Trackday’ model and a ‘Competition’ 
version, the former aimed at drivers 
wishing to take part in occasional 
track day usage, the latter variant 
being tailored for national and 
international motor racing. Note that 
only the ‘Competition’ edition will be 
off ered in the UK for the time being. 

This version features shock absorbers 
that can be adjusted in three stages. 
A safety fuel tank with a capacity of 
115-litres – making it suitable for 
long-distance events, a brake balance 
system allowing the system’s bias to 
be infi nitely adjusted between the 
front and rear axle, an integrated air 
jack system, a quick-release racing 
steering wheel (pinched from the 

911 GT3 R), and an automatic fi re 
extinguisher system.

The new GT4 Clubsport also 
features a bonnet and rear deck lid 
with quick-release fasteners together 
with an FIA standard roof escape 
hatch. Inside the dashboard has a 
Cosworth instrument cluster with 
integrated data logger, an emergency 
cut-off  switch (both inside and 

NEW CAYMAN GT4 
CLUBSPORT REVEALED
The new 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport boasts a naturally-aspirated six-cylinder 
engine and tells us what to expect from its forthcoming road-going relation…
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out), and centre console switches 
for the adjustment of the ABS, ESC 
and TC systems – PSM (Porsche 
Stability Management) with ABS, 
traction Control (TC) and Electronic 
Stability Control (ESC) are all able 
to be completely deactivated. For 
comfort during longer races an 
air conditioning system has been 

retained in the cabin.
“The new Porsche 718 

Cayman GT4 Clubsport possesses 
significantly more racing genes than 
its successful predecessor,” said 
Porsche’s head of motorsport, Fritz 
Enzinger. “The power of the engine 
has increased considerably. At the 
same time, we were able to increase 

the downforce and the cockpit is 
now even better suited to drivers’ 
needs. I’m confident that we can 
build on the excellent sales figures of 
the predecessor, of which we have 
delivered 421 cars.” 

The new Cayman GT4 Clubsport 
‘Competition’ is priced at £130,300 
(plus VAT) and is available to 

order now from Porsche Cars GB’s 
Motorsport department – deliveries 
to teams and drivers are expected 
from February. We expect this 
new Cayman to prove increasingly 
popular with those looking to gain 
Porsche racing experience before 
stepping up to one of the domestic 
Carrera Cup championships.   
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PORSCHE SPORT 
CHALLENGE RUSSIA
Porsche Sport Challenge Russia provides Russian Porsche owners 
a chance to explore the limits of their cars...    

The Porsche world in Russia didn’t 
take off until post 1991 when the 
“Wall” came down, but the Russians 
have not been slow to catch up with 
unbridled enthusiasm for Porsche 
and a race season to match. Porsche 
Club Russia organises a series of 
multi-competition events under 
the umbrella of the Porsche Sport 
Challenge Russia. In 2018 it was 
staged over six rounds featuring the 
Nring circuit at Nizhniy Novgorod 
250 miles east of Moscow, the 
Kazan Ring, Kazan, also east of the 
capital city (a journey of 500 miles) 
and Smolensk Ring, 220 miles 
south-east of Moscow. And three 
rounds held at the International 
Moscow Raceway. 

Each round is divided into three 
competitions – first, the driver that 
puts in the fastest lap (GT3s usually 
fill the grid), second, a regularity 
competition with handicap, and 
finally a full-blown 30 minute race. 
And there are different classes within 
each competition – class 1 “Sport” 
for cars between 380–419hp, Class 
2, “Super Sport” above 419hp 
(excluding GT3s), Class 3: 991, and 
Class 4: Cayman GT4.

All this is for the everyday Porsche 
owner – professional drivers do 
not participate. What better way to 
demonstrate this point than with the 
winner of the 30-minute race – the 
Porsche Sport Challenge 2018 – 
being Svetlana Gorbunova with her 

991.2 GT3 who came through the 
Porsche Experience Centre organised 
by Porsche Russia. 

The competition was not decided 
until the sixth, and final round, at 
Moscow Raceway. However, a fight 
to the finish between Svetlana 
Gorbunova and Vladislav Sivy was 
denied as Vladislav Sivy crashed in 
final practice and the race went to 
Svetlana, a talented young lady who 
has been racing for a number of 
years and set her sights on doing 
well at this year’s Porsche Challenge 
Russland. A newcomer to the 
Russian Porsche racing year, Vitaly 
Larionov, stormed to first place in 
the 991 GT3 class. 

The Sport classification saw 
Alexander Skryabin take first place 
with his 997 Carrera S. In second 
place was Vitaly Larionov.  

Porsche Driving Trophy, the 
Regularity competition, saw Sergei 
Salogaev take first place in his 997 
4S with second place Alexander 
Petukhov in a 944 and third, Semen 
Chernis in his 991 S. The Porsche 
Club Cup 2018 for fastest lap in 
the final round at Moscow Raceway 
on October 7th, went to the wire 
but Vladimir Dragunov’s time of 
1.55.200 in the GT3 RS just pipped 
Pavel Leschinsky in his 991 GT3 
with a time of 1.55.560. Andrew 
Goncharov was third in another 991 
GT3 with a time of 1.56.252.

In Sport “A”, the Cayman GTS 

Story: Richard Holdsworth

driven by Jan Coomans took the 
honours with a time of 1.58.194 
followed by two Boxster S cars, 
Anatoliy Schetkov (2.00.469) and 
Andrey Fedotov (2.03.173) in 
second and third. The class Classic 
B was topped by Zaur Ezhaev in 
his stunning 993 Turbo; his time, of 
2.06.005. 

Russian Porsche drivers certainly 
enjoy a social calendar and the 
award ceremony for the 2018 
season was a glittering occasion in 
November held at one of Europe’s 
largest Porsche dealers, the 
Moscow’s Porsche Sportscar Centre. 
The CEO of Porsche Russland, 
Thomas Shtertsel, was the guest 

speaker and handed out the awards 
which included holidays on the 
Costa Brava in Spain and the Italian 
resort of Courmayeur, the Valle 
d’Aosta region of Mont Blanc. Other 
social events held throughout the 
year include river parties, Italian 
and German wine evenings, golf 
weekends, trips to Scandinavian and 
European countries and, inevitably, 
visits to the Porsche factory in 
Stuttgart. 

The harsh Russian winter brings 
racing to a halt but the Porsche Cup 
Challenge 2019 promises even 
more intensity in the racing and 
camaraderie off the track. It starts in 
May at Moscow Raceway...  

www.porsche-russland.ru/pdc/club 
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motosport
month

DEMO RUN FOR 718 
CAYMAN GT4 RALLY CAR
Porsche has performed a demo run with a new 718 
Cayman GT4 Rallye on snow and ice...
Porsche’s motorsport department 
in Weissach is pushing ahead with 
the development of a Cayman 
GT4 Clubsport designed to comply 
with FIA R-GT rallying regulations. 
Porsche initially investigated the 
idea of turning a 981 Cayman GT4 
Clubsport into a rally prospect, 
revealing a concept car at the 
2018 ADAC Rallye Deutschland. 
However, this new car is based on 
the motorsport-only 718 Cayman 
GT4 Clubsport revealed at the very 
beginning of January (see p14-15). 
The new rally 718 Cayman GT4 
Clubsport performed its first demo 
run, wearing studded snow and ice 
tyres, at the Porsche Winter Event 
held before the GP Ice Race in Zell 

am See in Austria. Porsche works 
driver, Richard Lietz, performed 
driving duties. 

 The 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport 
is powered by a 3.8-litre flat-six 
engine producing 425hp, several of 
its body parts are made of natural-
fibre composite materials – a first 
for a Porsche vehicle. Porsche aims 
to enter the new car into the R-GT 
class of rallying, this has relatively 
low operating costs because vehicles 
retain a very close affinity to their 
production counterparts. It is hoped 
that the new GT4 will be ready for 
the start of the 2020 rallying season.

Porsche’s planned return to 
rallying with the GT4 follows a long 
history of success in the sport. It 

claimed overall victory at the Dakar 
Rally in 1986 with the 959, and the 
953 (based on a four-wheel-drive 
version of the 911) also won the 
famous Dakar event. In the late 
1960s and early 1970s, Vic Elford 
and Björn Waldegard took legendary 

Monte Carlo Rally victories in 
Porsche 911s. In more recent times 
it has been privateer teams flying the 
911 flag in the sport, even Porsche’s 
works drivers Timo Bernhard and 
Romain Dumas have taken on 
private rallying projects. 
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from the
archive

From 
The 
Archive
Tour de Corse, 1960
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928 GT ‘Clubsport’

Club Class
A track car in a previous life, this 928 GT has been reworked by its 

current owner to pay homage to Derek Bell’s 928 Clubsport...

Story & Photography: Steve Hall
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928 GT ‘Clubsport’

I
t’s the noise that gets you first. Given we’re 
talking about a 5.0-litre V8 bellowing its 
spent gasses through a custom straight 
through exhaust with X-pipe, this really 
doesn’t come as a surprise. This thing 

sounds absolutely fantastic, and yet, somehow 
different to expectations: somehow more 
cultured, more sophisticated, less bass 
rumble, more guttural howl. It’s a wonderfully 
indulgent noise which builds intensity 
through the rev range, encouraging you to 
hang onto whichever gear you’ve engaged 
and experience the multi-layered cacophony 
up front melding with the cultured blare over 
your shoulder. Not bad for a standard motor.

But then, the 928 was always a pretty 
sophisticated motor car. I’m sure most readers 
of this magazine will know the story of how 
the 928 came to be, deemed a potential 

successor to the 911 which was – supposedly – 
reaching the end of its development potential, 
and whose sales figures had dipped markedly. 
Well, we know how that went….

But the 928 forged its own place in the 
pantheon of the Porsche model range, a 
sophisticated sporting GT, the first and 
arguably only model of its type if, like me, 
you see the Panamera as a sporting executive 
saloon. Whilst it never sold in the numbers 
that the Porsche board hoped for – further 
proof of its inability to supplant the 911 – over 
61,000 928’s came to market during its 18-year 
life span.

My own experience of the 928 had been 
underwhelming prior to recent months. 
Memories of an early – and I suspect not in 
the rudest of health – 4.5-litre version centre 
around a car which felt cumbersome and 

unresponsive. With 237hp powering 1450kgs 
through a three-speed automatic gearbox, this 
was very much a GT cruiser with an excellent, 
comfortable driving position, but it had little 
in the way of sporting intent. As someone 
whose interest in the 928 had been piqued by 
a picture of a gorgeous red GTS manual gently 
oversteering in the pages of Autocar in the 
early ‘90s, I knew the 928 I really wanted to try 
was a different proposition entirely.

Which brings me neatly back to the lovely 
1990 928 GT you see on these pages. It may 
lack the 5.4-litre V8 of the GTS, but the 
reality is a paucity of just 20hp for the 326hp 
5.0-litre V8 in the GT. Add in the fact that 
this particular GT pays homage to the five 
lightweight S4 manuals that were produced for 
Porsche’s official endurance drivers in 1987 
(Derek Bell, Jochen Mass, Hans Stuck, Bob 
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Wollek and Jacky Ickx), shedding over 100kg 
off the standard kerbweight, and this is one of 
the most driver focused, sporting 928s we’ve 
seen. This is more like it.

Owner Jonathan Stevenson acquired his 
928 in September 2017, at which time it 
was setup – rather unusually - as a track car. 
Its stripped-out interior with race bucket 
seats, GT RS decals emblazoned down the 
flanks, uprated brakes, suspension, and a 
fairly serious weight saving programme, 
certainly qualified it as a track focused 928, 
but Jonathan had always hankered after 
something along the lines of that ultra rare car 
given to Derek Bell and company – and this 
would make for an excellent starting point.

If you’re unaware of the special 928’s 

produced for the 1987 Porsche endurance 
driver line-up perhaps a brief potted history 
is in order. The idea of a lighter, more 
sporting 928 had been around for some time, 
so building a very short run of road-legal 
prototypes as a precursor to 1988’s Clubsport 
model (designated SE for the UK market) was 
an excellent testing ground. Losing weight 
from the lavishly equipped 928 S4 was the 
most important task, so Porsche removed the 
sound deadening, central-locking, electric 
seats, cruise control, sun visors, remote tailgate 
release, storage bins, rear wiper and transaxle 
vibration damper. The air-conditioning was 
reworked to save weight, as was the wiring 
loom. Forged wheels, wider but lighter 
than standard, brought the weight down to 

1450kgs – a saving of almost 150kg. Coupled 
with a wider rear track, stiffer front springs, 
uprated dampers, shorter final drive for the 
manual gearbox and straight-through exhaust, 
these 928s were as extreme as you’d imagine a 
factory car could be. And hugely desirable, as 
evidenced by the £225k the ex-Derek Bell car 
sold for at Bonhams in 2016.

Having been setup for the track, Stevensons 
928 was perhaps even more extreme than 
those factory prototypes. Whilst lacking the 
special wiring loom, the stripped-out interior 
with no rear seats, half cage, race buckets and 
the deletion of a multitude of comfort items 
made for a proper hardcore 928. It didn’t 
make sense to return the car to standard, so 
taking the Clubsport prototype as inspiration 
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928 GT ‘Clubsport’

was a natural direction to follow. Originally 
Grand Prix White with can-can red interior, 
Jonathan decided to tone down the look, 
removing the red GT RS decals, the red 
interior trim and refinishing the spoiler in the 
correct black rubberised finish. Cosmetically, 
the exterior was treated to a meticulous 
overhaul to give it a proper factory fresh 
look, with a full respray in original Grand 
Prix White, treating a few rust spots around 
the rear quarter windows at the same time. 
Originally supplied with red RUF wheels for 
track use, these were sold to fund the correct 
Clubsport wheels – sourced from Norway of 
all places at considerable cost. The holes left 
by the rear wiper delete were filled in, and 
the Cup mirrors replaced with the correct 928 

flag versions. A new windscreen and OEM 
window rubbers completed the factory fresh 
look for the car.

On the inside, the red Sparco buckets 
were replaced with unbranded Cobra 
buckets draped in bespoke Pasha inserts – a 
throwback to earlier 928s, giving a period 
lift to an otherwise black interior; these 
were matched with simple black Willans 
harnesses. Replacing the vibrant red carpets, 
lightweight black Perlon carpet was fitted 
throughout, with new floor mats made from 
the same material, finished with “bobble 
back” backing as per early 911s to prevent 
slippage, whilst the factory sound deadening 
was retained as a concession to the volume 
of rich music emanating from the straight-

through exhaust. Series 2 door cards were 
sourced (as per the prototype cars) and 
trimmed with Pasha inserts to match the 
seats. Finally, a three-spoke Momo steering 
wheel was replaced with the correct 928 
wheel, retrimmed in black with contrasting 
white stitching.

Mechanically the 928 was in good shape; 
ultimately it had been used on track very 
rarely before the owners health took a 
downturn. Correctly sized Brembo callipers 
were sourced up front and fitted along with 
new discs. The LEDA adjustable dampers 
which came with the track setup were rebuilt 
and adjusted to a more road friendly setting, 
removing the brittle ride the car previously 
rode with. A full service including a fluid 

These 928s were as extreme as you’d 
imagine a factory car could be...
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928 GT ‘Clubsport’

change for the LSD ensured the ‘Clubsport’ 
was ready for action.

It’s a lovely thing to behold; having been 
the subject of such a comprehensive makeover, 
it’s naturally in nigh on perfect condition. 
To these eyes, the 928 S4 shape has aged 
remarkably well, its clean, elegant shape 
unencumbered by unnecessary swage lines, 
add some modern detailing and larger wheels 
and it could easily be a product of the 2000s. 
And, whilst the interior may bely its age with 
slightly haphazard ergonomics born of its 
late 70s origins, the driving position is superb 
– the seat is set low, but there’s an excellent 
relationship with the pedals, wheel and stout 
manual gear shifter. Visibility from the glass 
laden cabin is excellent. Time for a drive…

Back to that noise again. It dominates 
every element of the drive initially, such is 
the quality of sound drowning your senses. 
It’s vocal, but not as loud as straight-through 

pipes might lead you to expect, settling down 
on a cruise, barking when you flatten the right 
pedal. But the more I drive, the more typical 
Porsche qualities come to the fore. For a start 
it’s surprisingly light on its feet, responding 
crisply when attacking a corner, plenty of 
feedback streaming through the wheel. This 
car’s 100kg weight loss against a standard GT 
version can only help, but body control on 
the adjustable dampers is excellent, the 928 
rolling progressively with no slack through 
the left or right transition that’s a highlight of 
our test route. It’s confidence inspiring, the 
rear of the car responding in unison to your 
steering inputs whilst remaining stable even 
under full throttle. The upgraded pedals are 
nicely positioned if you want to indulge in a 
kick of throttle whilst downshifting; the dogleg 
gearchange isn’t the most precise but it has a 
hefty, mechanical feel which won’t be rushed 
but is satisfying when you learn its ways. Being 

a 5.0-litre V8 you could probably leave it in 
third and cover every responsible speed range 
anyway. But you wouldn’t want to, because 
the glorious V8 rumble and accordingly 
impressive acceleration when you rip round 
to 6,000rpm are well worth experiencing – 
this is a V8 that enjoys the right-hand side of 
the rev counter. It feels genuinely quick, too 
– 326hp in 1450kg will do that, I suppose – 
and the straight line mojo is backed up by a 
firm, responsive middle pedal with weighting 
perfectly aligned to the expectations set by the 
rest of the controls – how very Porsche.

I still want to try a healthy manual 928 GTS 
one day – in Guards Red, just like the Autocar 
test car from way back when – but I’m thrilled 
to have had a chance to lay those negative 928 
memories to rest. This beautifully rendered 
GT ‘Clubsport’ was a joy to drive. It’s easy to 
see why 928 values have climbed so much in 
recent years, there’s nothing quite like it 

This is a V8 that enjoys the right- 
hand side of the rev counter...
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porsche
diary 2019 Events

Our calendar of major events for the coming months…

Want to let us know about an upcoming 
event for possible inclusion on this page? 
Email gtp.ed@kelsey.co.uk

FEBRUARY
6th-10th 

Retromobile
Paris Expo Porte de Versailles, France

www.retromobile.com 

14-17th
London Classic Car Show 

Excel, London 
www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk

MARCH
7-17th 

89th Geneva Motor Show
Geneva, Switzerland

www.gims.swiss 

7-10th
Retro Classics Stuttgart

www.retro-classics.de 

APRIL
5th-7th 

Porsche 2.0L Cup
Round 1 – Catalunya, 

Barcelona
2litrecup.com 

6–7th
Members’ Meeting 
Goodwood Circuit 

www.goodwood.com 

6th-7th                             
Porsche Carrera Cup GB

Rounds 1 & 2 – 
Brands Hatch (Indy)
www.porsche.com

10-14th
Techno Classica Essen

www.siha.de 

MAY
11-12th 

Porsche Supercup – Catalunya, Spain 
www.racecam.de



See more of our current stock at paragongb.com

PARAGON GB LTD  FIVE ASHES EAST SUSSEX TN20 6HY

At Paragon, we have superb in-house workshop and preparation facilities. Each car is supplied fully serviced with a 
new MOT and our 12-month/12,000-mile comprehensive parts and labour warranty. 

911 RS (964)

£189,995 

911 Turbo (997 GEN II)

£79,995 

911 Turbo (996)  

£49,995 

911 GT3RS (991)            

£184,995 

911 GT3 (996)  

£74,995 

911 Carrera 2 (997 GEN II)

Touchscreen Satellite Navigation  

£42,995 

Panamera Turbo     

£114,995 

911 Carrera 4 GTS (997)

£74,995 

911 Targa 4 S (997)   

£39,995 

911 GT3 (997)     

£84,995 

911 Turbo (997)      

£57,995 

Boxster S (987)    

£19,995 

The Natural Choice for Porsche
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The views of the author are not necessarily shared by the magazine.

by John Glynn

The man behind Ferdinand Magazine, John has been writing about Porsches for more than a decade

tyre
kicker

As the number of teenage drivers falls, John makes the 
case for a full licence being the springboard

 for youthful independence... 

B
y the time you read this, 
my middle daughter should 
be solo driving the roads of 
Warwickshire, rich in Kinder 
Bueno bars, having won 

the bet with her best mate over who 
would get to their driving licence 
fi rst. Sliding a full driving licence 
into her purse will be a big boost 
for independence and the start of a 
new phase in our bromance, where 
we go road tripping in some of the 
very nice cars I own that I haven’t 
driven much in recent years. 

Ciara turns seventeen in two 
weeks and all talk is of the driving 
test. She’s been riding a 50cc 
moped to art school for months, but 
this is January. There are few greater 
incentives to go from two wheels to 
four than light snow showers and 
zero degrees Celsius.

As you’d expect, she already 
has a car and has covered several 
hundred miles in it on late night 
lessons down country roads. I 
bought the two-owner Mercato Blue 
2001 Volkswagen Polo 1.4S back in 
2015 for Ciara to have a go at the 
Under 17 Car Club: a UK charity that 
hires airfi elds and other huge private 
spaces, zoning them off  as real-life 
road systems (including stretches of 
motorway) that allow kids as young 
as thirteen to drive at full speed for 
real and build up their road sense 
with mum or dad sitting alongside. 

The Under 17 Car Club 
specifi ed a fi ve-door car with 
manual transmission and a central 
handbrake. Despite owning fi fteen 
cars at the time, none met the 
criteria. I instantly knew that a 6N2 
Polo was required and it took me a 
while to fi nd a nice one. The right 
car eventually turned up in Essex, I 
had it transported home and gave it 

a mechanical overhaul. I have since 
driven more than 30,000 miles in 
the Polo and it’s a great little car with 
incredible build quality. Ciara will 
start in a basic 1.0 Polo for lower 
insurance – manual windows and 
no central locking – but a 1.4-litre 
will be waiting for her eighteenth 
birthday and insurance year two. The 
thought of central locking, electric 
windows and a sunroof has middle 
daughter very excited. 

Who could forget their fi rst-ever 
drive? I took mine solo, swiping the 
keys to my mother’s Nissan Stanza 
1.8 SGL on the day before it was 
due to go back in part exchange and 
putting the clutch theory I had read 
several hundred times in the AA 

Book of Driving into practice, several 
hundred times. 

When the car began rolling 
under my control, uncontrollable joy 
entered my life. I would take the 
keys to mum’s new Nissan Prairie 
two or three times a day and drive 
up and down our cul-de-sac, or just 
sit in the car with the engine off , 
imagining drives into Limerick or 
further afi eld, working out the gear 
shifts and junctions with a driving 
sim running in my head. Mopeds 
were not an option in my house, so 
I had two years of this before I could 

get a provisional licence. 
Finding a qualifi ed driver to sit 

with me meant dragging my dad 
into the passenger seat and that was 
a short-lived trend. His nerves were 
not compatible with sitting alongside 
a rally-obsessed seventeen year-
old, so the job fell to my mother. It 
had never occurred to me that my 
mother was a great driver, but so 
it transpired. My mother’s advice 
combined with the AA Book of 
Driving and the occasional Prairie 
drive while she slept got me through 
my test on the fi rst attempt. Cars 
have since been my door to a 
lifetime of fun. 

Radhika Sanghani wrote a piece 
in The Guardian last year, discussing 
the joy of newly independent 
motoring and lamenting the fall 
in driving licences amongst 17- to 
20-year-olds. Just under half of this 
age group had driving licences in 
1992-4, but the fi gure fell to less 
than thirty per cent by 2014. The 
number of 21- to 29-year-olds with 
licences also decreased in the same 
period, from 75 to 63 percent. 

“Learning to drive was a rite 
of passage,” wrote Sanghani. “As 

young women, it was one of the 
most empowering things we could 
do. Instead of being reliant on 
others to get around, we could do 
it ourselves. It gave us more agency 
over our lives: it’s proof that you can 
take care of yourself.”

I noticed this change in both 
oldest and middle daughters once 
they got their own transport. Having 
autonomy over their movements 
inspired a rise in self-regard. 
They became less willing to let 
others – particularly the many 
disappointing males my teenage 
girls seem to encounter – dictate 
the shape of their lives and are 
more independent when making 
important life choices. I had 
underestimated the eff ect in my 
own life, but revisiting the sequence 
of events following the acquisition 
of my driving licence confi rmed the 
same phenomena. 

If you want to release 
independent kids into the world, 
getting them driving as early as 
possible is an essential part of the 
process. It’s cheaper than therapy 
and you get to do road trips with a 
new grown up friend 

Despite owning 
fi fteen cars 
at the time, 

none met the 
criteria...



Engine Rebuilds, all models & 
general repairs and servicing

Tyre Supply & Fitting 
Wheel Alignment

Wheel Balancing, Wheel 
Straightening & Re-Furbishment

Gear Box Rebuilds
all models

Air Conditioning Disc Re-facing

Torque Tube Overhaul
924, 944, 968, 928

Damage Repair
including for all insurance companies

Restoration & RespraysJig Repairs

RGA
LONDONS MAJOR PORSCHE SPECIALIST

Units 32-34, Miles Street, Vauxhall, London SW8 1RY

www.rgaindependentporsche.co.uk
Tel: 0207 793 1447 Email: bob@rgaporsche.co.uk 

Mon-Fri: 7am-7pm Sat: 9am-6pm Sun: please call. Ask Bob for booking & advice.

ALL WORK TO THE HIGHEST STANDARD 
AND CARRIED OUT IN HOUSE.



March 2019 35

by Simon Jackson

Simon has worked across several automotive publications for more than a decade 

second
thoughts

The views of the author are not necessarily shared by the magazine.

Simon has been Porsche spotting on opposite sides of the 
globe – a far tougher task than it is in the UK...

R
ecent visits to North 
America and Asia opened 
my eyes. As a UK native 
I’m accustomed to seeing 
what some might term 

‘prestige’ vehicles on our roads 
up and down the country all 
of the time. A trip to any given 
supermarket for example is likely to 
reveal a sea of one- to three-year-
old Audi, Mercedes, and Jaguar Land 
Rover products parked line astern 
outside as their owners stock up 
on ‘the essentials’. Despite being 
a niche car maker by comparison 
to those aforementioned brands, 
Porsche vehicles of all shapes and 
sizes are also not an uncommon 
sight on a daily basis – be that 911 
Carrera, Macan or anything from the 
current fl ock. 

However, it wasn’t so long 
ago that seeing cars like those 
mentioned in the street, Porsche 
in particular, was a true occasion. 
Think back to the 1980s and 1990s, 
for example, when spotting a 911 

outside your local post offi  ce was 
cause for stopping, staring, raising 
of eyebrows and perhaps even 
popping home to retrieve the 
Olympus Trip in order to capture 
the occasion for prosperity on 
35mm fi lm. Whether you believe 
that this shift points to the average 
UK resident being more affl  uent 
these days, or that the nation’s 
obsession with owning new cars, 
‘keeping up with the Jones’’, 
leasing, or purchasing everything 
on eye-watering fi nance packages 
is to blame, the fact is that there 
seems to be more of these kinds 
of ‘expensive’ cars around. By 
‘expensive’ I guess I mean upwards 
of £40,000...  

I can’t say that I’d noticed the 
UK shift, at least not until I was in 
the USA at the end of last year for 
the when the revelation fi rst hit. 
Oddly seeing newer cars over there 
is nowhere near as common – 
getting a glimpse of a contemporary 
prestige vehicle even less so. I think 
I saw two newish Cayennes and a 
new Range Rover in the space of a 
few days in LA, everything else was 
either more run-of-the-mill, older, 
or both. That’s not what I’d have 
expected from an affl  uent Western 
city in California. 

Over New Year I managed to 
escape to Asia, Thailand specifi cally 
where, despite what you might 
think, there is a burgeoning Porsche 

scene. To prove that point there’s a 
version of this magazine available 
in the Thai language! Due to import 
taxes the Thais have to pay through 
the nose to own a Porsche, by 
way of an example a 987 Boxster 
would cost you the equivalent of 
around £60k to buy in Baht! Despite 
this there are plenty of Porsche 
owners in Thailand, especially in 
Bangkok where a concentration of 
the country’s wealthy folk reside. 
However, just like in LA, I saw only 
two (old generation) Cayennes and 
one new Panamera saloon during 
more than two weeks of driving 
around all over the capital. Spotting 
all three vehicles was an occasion of 
note simply because they stood out 
from the crowd – the way a Porsche 
of any kind used to at home. 

You might argue that there’s 
a greater divide of wealth in the 
countries I’ve mentioned above 
than in the UK and Europe. You 
might also point out that the UK 
is a huge market for the likes 
of Porsche and that, given its 
surface area in comparison with 
Asian and American territories I 
am naturally more likely to see 
said marque’s cars. In addition 
that perhaps Porsche cars cost 
more in the US and Asia relative 
to average incomes. I concede 
these might all be factors, but I 
guess what I’m really wondering 
is if, in a funny sort of way, we are 
becoming desensitised to seeing 
expensive prestige cars like Porsches 
on UK roads. I wonder if that is 
inadvertently making them slightly 
less special? Might Porsche, and 
its fellow prestige brands, in some 
fashion be gradually becoming a 
victim of their own success? In my 
experience, in the UK a Porsche is 
these days less likely to turn heads 

They stood out from the crowd – 
the way a Porsche of any kind 

used to at home...
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by Philip Raby

The diary of a specialist Porsche dealer and consultant – www.philipraby.co.uk 

just
looking

The views of the author are not necessarily shared by the magazine.

Philip Raby has a strange coincidence and misses 
out on reliving his youth...

come and visit as he lived up in 
the Midlands.

An hour later, I took another call 
about the 40th Anniversary and we 
again chatted enthusiastically about 
the Porsche for a while. The caller 
then mentioned that he had a car to 
part-exchange but it probably wasn’t 
something we’d be interested in. 
I asked him what it was and he 
replied that it was, you guessed it, a 
Peugeot 205 1.9 GTI. At this point 
I asked, “Was I speaking to your 
friend earlier on today?” “Er, no,” he 
replied in a confused tone. It turned 
out that he was nothing to do with 
the previous caller; although he was 
also called Andy, just to confuse 
things further. Once again, we 
fi nished by him saying he’d need to 
fi nd time to visit, as he was way up 

in the north of England.
Oddly, we never heard back from 

the second 205 GTI owner, but 
the fi rst was over to see us very 
quickly with his friend. They were 
thoroughly pleasant people and 
agreed to purchase the 911 40th 
Anniversary. I was, though, a little 
bit sad when they told me they’d 
decided against parting with the GTI, 
as I had been looking forward to 
revisiting my youth. That said, I do 
suspect that I’d fi nd a 205 1.9 GTI 
somewhat disappointing if I tried 
one today – even the owner who 
visited said he wouldn’t want to 
drive his even 100 miles. Perhaps 
some memories are best kept as 
just that – memories.

Speaking of part-exchanges, 
we’ve just taken in a Honda 
Goldwing from a couple who 
bought a lovely Porsche 996 
Cabriolet. Now, I’ll be the fi rst to 
confess that I know nothing about 
motorbikes. I ran a little 125cc thing 
on L-plates for a short while when I 
was young, but that was a long time 
ago. This Goldwing has a 1800cc 
fl at-six (just like a 911) engine, 
three luggage compartments (even 
more than a Boxster) and even 
a tow bar (unlike a 911). Not to 
mention, a radio, heated handlebar 
grips and a reverse gear. It’s an 
enormous thing and takes up a 
whole car space in the showroom. 
Which is fi ne until we need to move 
it. Neither of us have dared to start 
the engine and we struggled to 
even get it into neutral to push it 
around. Even pushing it about is 
worrying after hearing tales from 
various doom merchants about how 
easy it is to break your leg if you 
drop a Goldwing on it. I have to 
confess, it’s an impressive thing but 
it’s really not for me. I much prefer 
four wheels... 

Anniversary went on the market we 
were, not surprisingly, inundated 
with enquiries about it. One chap 
rang up and had a long chat with 
me about the car, and then asked 
if we’d be interested in taking 
a Peugeot 205 1.9 GTI in part 
exchange, as he was buying the 
Porsche with a friend and his friend 
would need to sell the Peugeot.. 
Now, as I’m sure many of you 
readers did, I had one of these 
pocket rockets, as the magazines 
called them, back in the 1990s 
and I have very happy memories of 
what was little more than an engine 
on wheels, so was quick to say that, 
yes, we’d be keen to take it in. The 
call fi nished with the customer, who 
was called Andy, saying he’d need 
to arrange a time with his friend to 

R
ecently in this column, 
I wrote about a 911 
40th Anniversary which 
a colleague managed to 
lock himself into, and the 

strange coincidence of two men 
from the same village ringing up on 
the same morning to enquire about 
the same Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2 
– one ended up buying it. Well, by 
a happy coincidence, I can tell you 
another story of a similar car and 
another, er, coincidence.

We were off ered a 911 40th 
Anniversary by our local Porsche 
dealer and, I’d been so impressed 
by the fi rst one, I snapped this up 
quickly, as they are rare cars and 
lovely to drive. The Porsche Centre 
had taken it in part exchange 
against a new Cayman and they 
didn’t think it was for them to retail 
– a shame in a way because I think 
it would have looked really good 
next to a 50th Anniversary they had 
in stock, but I wasn’t going to argue 
with them.

As soon as this second 

It would have looked good next to a 
50th Anniversary they had in stock...





Drive Time
This is the moment of truth. We get behind the wheel of the
 all-new 992 Carrera at the Hockenheimring to see how the

 eighth-generation 911 compares with its illustrious forebears....
Story: Andrew Frankel     Photography: Richard Pardon, Porsche
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I 
think I could construct a reasonably 
cogent argument along the lines that being 
responsible for the next Porsche 911 was 
both the best and worst job the motor 
industry had to offer. Get it right and you 

get to be revered by your peers and called ‘Mr 
911’ by your press office. Cock it up and your 
name will be remembered for all time for an 
altogether different reason.

So perhaps it’s not surprising that the 
current Mr 911, one August Achleitner, appears 
to have played this almost entirely new 911 
with a very straight bat. He’s the man who 
turned the patchy 996 into the superb 997 and 
has looked after the fortunes of the world’s 
greatest sports car since not long after the turn 
of the century. But now he is retiring and this 
992 series of 911 is his last laugh. Why would 
anyone, let alone someone who had curated 
the fortunes of the world’s greatest sports car 
so well and for so long decide to change the 
formula now? The answer is he wouldn’t. And 
he hasn’t. But that doesn’t mean the 992 is not 
a radically altered machine from its 991 parent, 
far more different indeed than its apparently 
quite similar appearance might initially 
suggest to you.

We know so much already. We know it 
sits on a new platform, is both wider and 
longer, has an eight-speed gearbox, a brand 
new interior, different suspension, brakes 
and new electronic architecture featuring the 
world’s first wet weather mode that doesn’t 
require pre-selection by the person behind the 
wheel. Really only one question remains, and 
when the subject is a new 911, it is the most 
important of all. What’s it like to drive?

Here I am now in a position to help, for I 
have driven the 992 as fast as I can make it go, 
and in conditions that would find the flaws in 
any chassis set up.

Hockenheim was wet the day I drove the 
new 911. Actually it was worse than that: it 
had been wet – very wet in fact – but had 
now dried in places. So depending on where 
you were on the lap track conditions varied 
from dry to flooded, with every gradation of 
damp and wetness between. A nightmare in 
other words, and a more perfect test for such 
a car you could not imagine, especially as two 

visually identical cars were available, one with 
four-wheel drive and one without.

Both are PDK Carrera S models, because 
that’s all Porsche is launching at the moment. 
A normal Carrera, a manual gearbox, and 
the usual procession of other body styles and 
powertrains will follow in due course.

Once inside, and even before you’ve 
started moving, you couldn’t really mistake 
this for anything other than a 911 despite 
the new interior. I’m not sure that space 
age TFT screens sit too comfortably with 
chunky switchgear and the deliberately 
1960s analogue tachometer – it’s almost as 
if Porsche realised the interior was becoming 
too generically Porsche and insufficiently 
individual 911 and decided to add a retro dash 
to an otherwise post-modern cockpit – but the 
driving position is pure 911. You sit low with 
the relationship between you, the wheel, the 
pedals, windscreen and dashboard essentially 
unchanged. It may be wearing new clothes, but 
you know this is still a 911.

And you’ll know it all over again when 
that flat-six fires up. Internally the engine is 
unchanged, but all its ancillaries have been 
changed including a size upgrade for its turbos 
resulting in a 450hp punch. Which means it 
now has just 25 fewer horsepower than the 
GT3 had a mere four years ago, and lot more 
torque to boot.

Driven relatively slowly, the engine seems 
smoother than ever thanks, I expect, to the 
rigidity of the brand new platform in which it 
is installed. And the new transmission, which 
uses its extra speed to widen the ratio spread to 
create shorter lower gears and more overdriven 
higher gears, changes one cog for another 
with little more evidence to show for it than a 
repositioning of the rev-counter needle. It’s not 
really possible to gain an accurate impression 
of ride quality even if you take to the service 
roads around Hockenheim but the car feels 
predictably firm, but well damped. I expect it 
will be quieter than a 991 at a steady cruise too.

But that’s not what you want to know. So 
join me on the track in a Carrera S, born as 
nature intended with driveshafts to its rear 
wheels alone.

We drive first with all the electronics turned 
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It may be wearing new clothes, but
 you know this is still a 911...



on and at about two thirds effort, probably 
the same sort of level you might use when 
driving as fast as is safe and sensible on a 
public road. To me if the 991 had a flaw, it 
was that it needed to be driven harder even 
than this before it would really come alive 
and reward like a 911 should. But with quicker 
steering, (optional) rear wheel steering and 
that wider front track, the 992 already feels 
usefully sharper than its predecessor. It 
flows beautifully from apex to apex, Porsche 
resisting the urge to make its steering feel more 
aggressive on turn in, letting the feel of the car 
come from its natural poise and the brevity of 
its wheelbase.

The engine is mighty, mighty enough to 
make you pause to consider for a moment 
the fact that once all the new 911s are in play, 
there will only be one specification with less 
power than this. Of course the GTS, Turbo, 
Turbo S, GT3 and so on will all have greater 
potency still. Porsche says this car will hit 
62mph in 3.5-seconds with the optional Sport 
Chrono Pack fitted and it feels easily that fast. 
This standard, every day, one-off-the-bottom 
Carrera S is now a ferociously rapid machine.

It’s been a while since I was last at this track 

so it takes a few laps to familiarise myself with 
its surroundings. But soon we can take that 
little wheel mounted controller, switch it to 
Sport Plus mode, wind the stability systems 
back a bit and start to play. Instantly the car’s 
character changes, slightly but significantly. 
You notice it first in the rapidity and sharpness 
of the gearchanges, which now appear not that 
different to those of a GT3 RS.

There are long curves here, taken as you 
accelerate, ideal for exposing any latent 
trickiness in the chassis, especially as track 
conditions today vary from one corner to the 
next. But there is not the slightest suggestion 
of treachery here: you use the traction afforded 
by its rear-mounted engine and trust absolutely 
that it will not bite. What you notice instead 
is that the 991’s desire to understeer on turn 
in has been dramatically curtailed. The 992 
feels more neutral, easier to guide towards, 
and then hit your apex. But maybe that’s just 
the electronics being very clever. Plenty of cars 
on sale today rely on their stability systems to 
keep them manageable for most drivers and 
you only discover their true nature when you 
turn them all off.

But the 992 is not like that. This is not a 

The 992 feels more neutral, easier to guide 
towards, and then hit your apex
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car that requires a last line of defence to save 
you from yourself. If you ever find yourself in 
a 992 Carrera S on a track, I urge you to drive 
it unencumbered by electronic interference, 
though I will not pick up your repair bill 
should you run out of talent. For even in the 
most taxing of conditions, the 992 inspires 
confidence like few cars I’ve driven, despite 
its engine remaining in completely the wrong 
place for such niceties.

Indeed the last vestige of traditional 911 
behaviour I find are when braking hard and 
running into rivulets of water running across 
the track – the front tyres momentarily lose 
grip, setting the ABS chirping, but before I 
even have time to consider whether we have 
a problem or not, the car is out the other side 
and proceeding as if nothing had happened.

On the limit I particularly appreciate how 
easy it is to make the back of the car do 
precisely what you want. You can just use the 
fabulous traction to rocket you out of the turn, 
you can slide it a bit and emerge with no more 
opposite lock than that required to straighten 
the wheel, or you could be a complete idiot 
and show off your drifting skills until you run 
out of rear tyres.

Unsurprisingly, the Carrera 4S is not like 
this. It carries an extra 50kg and I was surprised 
that it could be detected, not in the way the car 
accelerates for it is only fractionally slower, but 
in the way the car feels: slightly less on its toes, 
a touch less interactive, though nothing you’d 
notice were you not able to jump from one to 
the other in an instant.

But its cornering behaviour is entirely 
different, once you’ve switched off the 
electronics that mask its natural behaviour. 
Obviously traction is even greater with the 
work load divided between four wheels, 

but as no 911 has ever been exactly short of 
traction, I’d call this a marginal benefit. The 
main difference, and this should not be any 
great surprise, is that the 4S always wants to 
straighten itself up, so if you want to slide it 
even gently you have to find a way to make 
it behave in a way it inherently dislikes. On a 
wet surface this can be done with a big lift and 
a stab of throttle or but unlike the Carrera S 
which signals its intentions clearly, you’re never 
quite sure whether the 4S will just wiggle its 
hips or try to go broadside across the track. It 
feels a bit like prodding a sleeping leopard with 
a stick, not know whether it will do nothing, 
snarl or tear your head off your shoulders.

Ultimately it’s a minor point because few 
4S owners will ever choose to drive their cars 
this way, but to me it is instructive and reveals 
a fundamental character difference between 
two visually identical cars. So now and as ever, 
the advice is to have more fun and save money 
both buying and running the car by getting a 
Carrera S unless there are specific reasons why 
you genuinely need four-wheel drive. Like you 
live in the middle of a frozen lake.

But the broader point is that whichever 
992 you buy, you can be sure that beneath 
that sleek exterior and behind those oh-so 
modern screens still beats the heart of a true 
911. I’m pleased that it’s quicker, quieter, 
more functional and effective than ever, but 
I’m absolutely delighted that it’s an even 
greater driver’s car than the 991. Indeed I’d be 
confident that no other car that this kind of 
money can buy, and which you’d also choose 
to use every day, offers anything close to a 
driving experience as involving and satisfying 
as this. It’s what the 911 has been doing from 
day one and it’s good to see that, 56 years later, 
its unique appeal remains as strong as ever 
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Naked
Attraction

W
e all know that the 911 story is traditionally 
one of evolution over revolution, but with the 
992 Porsche is especially keen to communicate 
the fact that there’s more going on under 
those curvaceous panels than first meets the 

eye. Platform engineering and sharing is nothing new, 
but the 992 marks the first outing for the ‘MMB’ modular 
mid-engined platform concept, meaning that the new 
911’s underpinnings are entirely fresh. Other VW Group 
marques share platforms as a matter of course, for example 
the frequently used MQB platform for front-engined, front- 
or four-wheel-drive vehicles sits beneath a multitude of 

models from the humble VW Polo and Golf to the Audi TT 
and Skoda’s latest SUVs. Porsche’s stablemate marques are 
entitled to make use of the MMB platform, or elements of 
it, and they will do just that. However, the very nature of 
the 911’s rear-engined genetics makes it somewhat unique 
and, reading between the lines, Porsche has taken the lead 
in engineering this platform to ensure there has been no 
compromise made to its baby – arguably the most important 
car that will employ it. What sits atop it is, without any 
doubt, purely Porsche. During a recent visit to Zuffenhausen 
we were able to learn a great deal more detail about the 992’s 
technical makeup, so let’s dive in...

You’ve just read about the 992’s driving experience, but 
under the metal is this latest 911 evolution or technological 

and mechanical revolution? 

Story: Simon Jackson      Photography: Porsche
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BODY 
There’s a thriving preconception that the 911 
is getting larger and heavier with each new 
rendition, however Porsche has a firm agenda 
to counter that argument. In recent times the 
weight of the Carrera has been on a downward 
curve, and in rather Germanic fashion Porsche 
calls this the ‘reversal of the upward weight 
spiral’. This is most notable since the transition 
between 997 and 991, where the car’s overall 
weight fell by 11 percent. Once again it has 
been reduced with the advent of the 992 by a 
further five percent – so things are evidently 
moving in the right direction. 

Naturally incremental increases in certain 
dimensions have occurred, cars in all sectors 
have been growing in size for a number of 
years, and this serves to fuel the conversation 
that the halo Porsche is becoming more 
GT cruiser than nimble sports car. Yet these 
increases are, in reality, almost imperceptibly 
minuscule. The 992 is 20mm longer and 4mm 
taller than its forebear, measure its sill to 
roofline and you’ll find it just 5mm shallower 
while its wheelbase remains identical to the 
991 before it. More importantly Porsche 
has put major focus on implementing new 
materials and manufacturing technologies in 
order to save weight with its new iteration of 
911. The 992 uses 37 percent less cold sheet 
steel than the 991, while new multi-material 
joining procedures for affixing high-strength 
steel and aluminium within the body of 
the new 911 include the use of solid punch 
rivets, roller hemming (door sill) and friction 
welding (window flanges, roof frame, rear 

window). Those three new methods for 
joining metals bring the total number of 
different techniques used on the 992 to ten, by 
way of example there were seven used during 
991 production and just four for the 997. 
Since the production of the aforementioned 
997, which used none, use of casting materials 
has increased from nine percent (991) to 13 
percent (992), while the use of aluminium 
has seen a reduction in weight of the car’s side 
panels – good for a loss in weight per vehicle 
of 12 kilograms. 

Cleverly the use of new materials to save 
weight has not compromised rigidity, in fact 
the 992 makes useful gains in that department. 
The transfer of stiffnesses at the front end is 
one area where this will prove tangible while 
driving, a new bracing concept between the 
front struts has been designed to improve 
stability across the front axle. Generally 
speaking torsional rigidity and the bending 
of the body have been markedly improved, 
common sense tells us that less flexing of 
the body is a bonus. As you’d expect Porsche 
thought ahead about future model derivatives, 
namely the newly announced Cabriolet. 
Convertibles naturally require additional 
structural rigidity to counter the loss of a 
conventional metal roof, two styles of load 
beam will suit both lightweight coupé and 
heavier Cabriolet, Targa and Turbo variants 
– these use the same fastening points and 
joining technology. Talking of roofs, the 992 
benefits from a modular system allowing for 
various options up top. 
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CHASSIS
Attention to detail is a Porsche mantra, 
subsequently the new 911’s chassis has been 
a case of performing microscopic analysis 
of what has come before and arriving at 
(often small) improvements where possible. 
An example of these small improvements 
are chassis mechanics tweaks. Between the 
second-generation 991 and 992 the use of 
new damper technology has helped improved 
chassis focus in both ‘Normal’ and ‘Sport’ 
modes, so too increased spring rates which 
have been increased by between 14 and 
23 percent. The Porsche Active Suspension 
Management (PASM) system has seen 
improvements through collaboration with 
damper partner Bilstein and a new Porsche 
damper control system, software developed 
in-house capable of making adjustments to 
dampers several hundred times per second 
according to the driving situation and forces 
working on each specific wheel at any one 
moment in time. Porsche claims that these 
changes have managed to improve ride 
comfort and responsiveness – the holy grail 
for a chassis engineer. 

Steering ratio changes have made the car 

more direct from the wheel, chiefly through 
the use of a stiffer torsion bar and an in-house 
produced steering controller. Porsche has also 
further finessed the rear axle steering system to 
which we are now accustomed, with gains of 
six percent, however cars without the system 
see the greatest improvement in steering 
ability – some 10 percent. This means that a 
992 without rear steer is as competent as a 
second-generation 991 with the system... 

Of course, one of the most influential 
advents has been that of the new Wet Mode. 
Importantly this (together with new tyre 
compounds and the use of staggered diameter 
wheels) has allowed Porsche’s engineers to 
lean the 911’s overall driving characteristics 
away from dry handling balance for the 
first time. Usually Porsche would have to 
be ultra conservative in this area, striking a 
balance that majored on safety in the wet, 
trading-off dry handling thrills, however with 
the innovative Wet Mode the car can now 
detect wet driving conditions and modify its 
systems accordingly with a flatter torque curve, 
redefined torque distribution, more sensitive 
stability systems and larger preparedness of 

the ABS and torque distribution systems. 
Now, a quick note on wheels while we’re 

talking chassis stuff; of the 20- and 21-inch 
staggered options the optional five-spoke 
Carrera Exclusive wheel is the lightest. It is the 
only forged wheel of the available four styles 
(the rest being flow formed), saving 2.2kgs 
across a full set.

Lastly on the chassis side, this is the first 
911 fitted with an electronic brake booster 
(EBB), technology first developed by Porsche 
for the 918 Spyder. It affords shorter pedal 
travel, greater response and precise pedal 
feel, furthermore it saves 41 percent in weight 
compared with the 991. Oh, and a very 
quick mention on brakes, we expected PSCB 
mirrored ceramics (Porsche Surface Coated 
Brakes) to be offered on the 992 Carrera, we’re 
told we can expect this option, as debuted 
on the latest Cayenne, on later performance-
orientated 911 models  – read a forthcoming 
Turbo which we were told by Jens Thomer, 
Director Planning Vehicle Projects and Factory 
Structure, is coming and will be wider than 
the (already wide body) Carrera S we’ve 
already seen.  

There have been huge 
gains made in chassis 

dynamics and feel
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POWERTRAIN
Though Porsche might claim the 2,981cc Bi-
turbo flat-six in the back of the 992 Carrera S 
is new, it would be more accurate to describe 
it as an evolution of what has come before. 
It’s same 9A2 engine we saw in the 991, now 
termed internally ‘9A2 evo’ and producing a 
whopping 450hp – for perspective that’s 30hp 
more than the outgoing Carrera and 90hp 
more than a 996 GT3...  In order to warrant the 
‘evo’ title some things have changed outside of 
it running a higher level of compression. Piezo 
injectors now feature, boasting a greater (and 
more precise) flow, in addition the Vario Cam 
Plus valve timing system has been tweaked – it 
now has different valve strokes and the intake 
valve closes earlier when your foot comes off 
the throttle pedal. 

There are three important changes to the 
forced induction system which, incidentally, 
now uses an electric wastegate. The 992 uses a 
symmetrical turbocharger layout as opposed 
to the asymmetric setup employed by the 
991.2, whereby the turbo system was simply 
rotated from one side to the other, now each 
side uses a bespoke design that is better at 
heating the catalytic converters. Further to 
this comes a new exhaust manifold, this is a 
cast iron affair as opposed to being of a sheet 
metal construction. The final element of our 
trio of changes is the repositioning of the 

intercoolers, these used to sit at either side of 
the engine block but they now both reside at 
the rear above the exhaust system where the 
air filter used to lay – they’re 14 percent bigger 
than the old versions to boot. 

Much scaremongering has been perpetuated 
about Particulate Filters (PF). Government 
rulings on the fitment of these things delayed 
the development of the 992, leaving Porsche 
just a year to turnaround the final design, 
but they are a necessary evil so the world tells 
us. Thankfully, despite what you might read 
elsewhere, they have not changed the audible 
note of the 911 by any detectable margin 
and, thanks to Porsche compensating for 
their fitment with some clever exhaust back-
pressure tricks via the car’s ECU, it says there 
is no noticeable loss to performance. I am 
inclined to believe this as Porsche engineers 
told me that even they were gobsmacked 
by this welcome fact! It’s also worth noting 
that a new design of engine mount, larger in 
size and positioned more inboard, plays a 
part in the 992’s overall rigidity and balance, 
predominantly stiffening the link between 
engine and transmission. 

Porsche is calling the new eight-speed PDK 
gearbox found in the 
992 “PDK two”. This 
second-generation 

of dual-clutch automatic gearbox was first seen 
in the Panamera, its gear set and hydraulics 
setup, shifting actuators and pump are all the 
same. First gear has been optimised for fast 
launches, so it’s shorter than before, while  
the overdrive gears of seventh and eighth are 
slightly longer for relaxed pace on motorways 
and top speed purposes. Also an innovative 
engine-driven adjustable vane pump to control 
volume flow boasts 77 percent less losses than 
its first-generation counterpart. Perhaps the 
most useful facet in the real world though is its 
ability to use predictive information to prepare 
the correct gear for the road ahead, be that a 
corner, hill or even a slower moving vehicle. 
The new PDK system also has enough space to 
accommodate a future hybrid system should 
such a model of 911 be required. A last point 
of interest on the PDK system; the Carrera S 
currently has 390lb ft torque, looking ahead 
to future fast 911s, this PDK ‘box can run up to 
590lb ft torque if not more... 

Finally a new front axle design means the 
Carrera can handle a ten percent increase 
in torque capacity, it offers a staggering 
300 percent improvement on cooling. In 
translation? The 992 can drift for longer... 
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I
n 1953 Porsche’s production facilities were 
home to 320 employees whose job it was 
to build an annual total of 1,601 356 sports 
cars. Fast forward more than 60 years to 
2017 and the company’s staffing levels had 

increased by a staggering 227 percent, with 
5,237 employees producing 51,878 examples 
of 911, Boxster and Cayman. Today, just a 
short time on, Porsche’s workforce stands at 
5,500 employees, between them they manage 
to build 250 cars and 550 engines (not solely 
Porsche power units) per day. From start to 
finish it takes four days to build a Porsche 
911. Undoubtedly these are interesting 
numbers, but what is more noteworthy is 
the exponential growth Porsche expects to 
undergo in Stuttgart over the next 18 to 24 
months – the greatest in 80 years. 

Between 2015 and 2017 Porsche vehicle 
production at Zuffenhausen accelerated 

by 25 percent, between 2016 and 2019 the 
number of vehicles it produces per day will 
increase by 75 percent to 440, between 2017 
and 2020 Porsche aims to grow its number 
of employees by 70 percent to 8,000! Add to 
this very recent news that the firm will build a 
90-meter tall (20,000 square metre) ‘Porsche 
Design Tower’ over the next two and a half 
years – an office, showroom and exhibition 
space – three miles from Porscheplatz 
(location of its Zuffenhausen factory and the 
Porsche Museum) and, without doubt, we are 
amidst a virtually unprecedented expansion of 
Porsche’s presence in its hometown. 

The latest expansion, designed to 
accommodate the 992, Taycan and 
forthcoming generations of Boxster and 
Cayman production is typically Porsche in 
both its ingenuity and engineering excellence. 
Located near the centre of Stuttgart and 

surrounded by existing Porsche buildings, 
residential dwellings, unrelated commercial 
premises and major road arteries carrying 
traffic into the city, Porsche needed clever 
thinking and meticulous planning in order 
to arrive at a successful plan. The redesign 
of 911 and 718 (together with future 718 
variants) production facilities has been one 
aspect of the latest transformation, however 
it is undoubtedly the advent of the Taycan, 
Porsche’s first fully electric car, which has 
turbocharged the growth of Porsche’s 
infrastructure in Stuttgart. 

In its efforts to ensure that the Taycan is 
produced on site directly in its geographical 
heart, Porsche has been required to get 
creative. Perhaps the most impressive aspect 
of the new €700 million development(s) is 
an 890 meter long conveyor belt which will 
transport Taycan bodies between an assembly 

Version
In the biggest shake-up of its Zuffenhausen production facilities in 
80 years, Porsche will build its new generation of cars, including 

the 992, using what it terms ‘Porsche Production 4.0’...
Story: Simon Jackson    Photography: Porsche

Four Point Zero
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Production 4.0

From start to finish it takes four days 
to build a Porsche 911...

area and all-new paint shop. Not only is it one 
of the longest of its type in the world, it is also 
suspended 20-metres above a live public road! 
A new four-story building has been created 
a stone’s throw from the Porsche Museum, 
inside, the 992, next generation of Boxster 
and Cayman, together with the Taycan and 
its inevitable derivatives will / are being built. 
The integration is part ingenuity, part necessity 
on account of the platform engineering which 
ensures more commonality between Porsche 
models (in this instance read 911, 718 and 
Taycan) than ever before. Porsche likes to 
communicate this as ‘flexibility’. It means 
that up to nine body style variants (plus 
in addition two further ‘side body styles’) 
can be produced within this one common 
building or manufacturing area, that’s called 
for unprecedented levels of ingenuity and 
automation. The 992 is the first vehicle to 
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undergo this process, the Taycan will follow 
– Start of Production (SoP) is slated for early 
2019 and may well have commenced by the 
time this piece reaches print. 

Some 280 robots are involved in Porsche 
Production 4.0, but that’s not to say that the 
human touch has been lost – far from it. Some 
aspects of production, such as the joining 
of bodies, are strictly automated affairs, but 
robots also literally work alongside humans 
during other steps. These semi-droids, if 
you will, feature unique technology called 
capacitive skin which ensures that should they 
come into contact with human flesh, they 
immediately shut down – avoiding any robot 
versus human incidents. Porsche calls this 
human-robot collaboration – MRK for short. 

Alongside all this come a number of 
advents I won’t even pretend to understand, 
some may well be industry standard but from 
what I gather they involve myriad technologies 
that are, at the very least, innovative for 
Porsche. Chief amongst these are the systems 
used to transport parts and bodies through 
the production cycle, which have called 
for, amongst other things, camera-guided 
processes designed to ensure speed, quality 
and accuracy.  

Porsche dresses all this as an evolution of 
old production practices, but it’s hard not 
to see it for what it is – a ‘digital’ revolution 
parked atop gleaming white floors facilitated 
by state-of-the-art technology and equipment. 
But there’s another reason that this new 
update to construction practices is such an 
important milestone for Porsche – amidst all 
this change Porsche is striving to implement 
a carbon neutral policy. This too is part of 
Porsche Production 4.0. Sustainability is a bit 
of buzz word these days, but Porsche not only 
aims to sell its new emissions-free vehicles to 
us, it wishes to do so with an environmentally 
clear conscience. Its end goal is an emission-
neutral factory, which is quite an undertaking. 
A CO2-free plant requires Porsche to demolish 
a bunch of its old buildings which aren’t, 
or rather can’t be brought up to scratch in 
environmental terms. It’s also laying 42 
thousand square meters of grass on the roofs 
of new buildings and planting vast numbers 
of trees. There’s a rumour circulating that this 
has been more of an undertaking than Porsche 
predicted, causing an extended shut-down of 

production at Zuffenhausen during 2018, that 
being on top of its scheduled factory hiatuses 
for domestic holidays. 

As I wrote in a column last month, I was 
treated to a quick glimpse of one small part 
of this new production facility not long 
ago – watching in awe as 992 bodies were 
being stitched together. Aside from making 
fascinating viewing, the experience highlighted 
the sheer scale of Porsche’s new four story 
production facility, and the impressive robotics 
and other technology at work. All this from 

a company that, despite what you might 
think, remains a niche car builder. To put that 
statement into context we need look no further 
than fellow Stuttgart native, Mercedes-Benz, it 
sold approximately 2.3 million cars worldwide 
in 2017, Porsche’s global deliveries in the same 
year totalled just 246,000 vehicles. With that in 
mind no matter how automated or robotic this 
new way of building cars may sound to the 
layperson, Porsche vehicles remain not mass 
produced, but built with care, attention with 
an air of exclusivity 

Top: Porsche’s production techniques have 
changed drastically since the 356 days. 
Above the new facilities (in blue). Here:  
the upcoming Porsche Design Tower...  
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964 Turbo

Tribute Act
Unable to find a genuine 964 Turbo S ‘Leichtbau’ to call his own, 
the owner of this 1991 3.3 Turbo decided to build a unique tribute...
Story: Simon Jackson     Photography: Rich Pearce
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I
n the early 1990s Porsche was emerging from 
its plain disastrous re-entry into Formula 
One and could, in many respects, be found 
licking its wounds as a result. However, 
Porsche is a company of racers – always 

has been, always will be – and that meant 
that Porsche cars, particularly 911s, bred for 
competition would always be built and raced 
with conviction across the globe. Porsche had 
already proven that the 911 of the moment 
– the 964 – made for a decent racing car, in 
1989 with this model it devised the Carrera 
Cup one-make series which launched in the 
middle of 1990. Unashamedly a classic ‘win 
on Sunday, sell on Monday’ sales stimulus 
stunt, the series provided the 911 a direct 
racing pedigree and proved successful in 
achieving its objective. A Carrera Cup 964 
used as its basis the rear-wheel drive Carrera 
2 model, stripped of non-essentials it also 
had several key components superseded 
with lighter replacements; thin gauge glass, 
an aluminium front luggage lid, basic door 
cards, a simplified heating system and a petite 
battery. All this shaved around 230kgs from 

This was effectively
 an IMSA 911 which you could

 drive to the shops



March 2018  57

964 Turbo

the Carrera 2’s dry weight before a Matter roll 
cage, singular Recaro chair and standardised 
instrument binnacle was fitted. Of course 
there were other devices offered conducive 
to racing; larger brakes, a revised suspension 
setup and the like. The domestic series was a 
roaring success, and as we now know, it would 
lead not only to the birth of the international 
‘Supercup’ but various other country specific 
Carrera Cup championships. To summarise, 
Porsche was well aware that racing 911s 
remained a good boost for image and sales. 

Undoubtedly this would have been kept 
firmly in mind when, following the birth of 
the performance orientated 964 Turbo model, 
Hans-Joachim Stuck came to new Porsche 
head honcho, Arno Bohn, with an idea. The 
Turbo, Stuck suggested, would fit well with the 
International Motor Sports Association (IMSA) 
series –  the home of sports car competition 
in North America. Admittedly IMSA was a far 
cry from the glitz of F1, but Bohn came to 
see the attraction of its platform with regard 
to hiking American Porsche 911 sales. The 
championship was already home to the likes 

of near production standard cars such as the 
Lotus Esprit, Corvette and Honda NSX, but 
Stuck argued that what the 911 lost in outright 
power to some of its would-be IMSA rivals 
it made up for with its lithe nature, braking 
capacity and superior handling characteristics. 
He was, of course, wholly correct. 

Porsche’s talented engineer, Roland 
Kussmaul, began working on a race-ready 
964 Turbo intended for entry into IMSA’s 
1991 season – it would becoming known 
as the ‘Turbo II’. Unlike the Carrera Cup car 
before it, the IMSA-bound Turbo required 
fattening in order to meet the championship’s 
minimum weight requirements. Working to 
the regulations, Kussmaul ultimately added 
ballast to the passenger footwell while also 
stiffening the car by a staggering 250 percent 
via the installation of a meaty roll cage which 
used 60 feet of tubing. With the driver and a 
15.9 gallon fuel tank the car’s weight needed 
to be in the region of 1,616kgs, by way of 
comparison the aforementioned Carrera Cup 
964 weighed more like 1,120kgs! While the 
Turbo was, of course, more powerful than 

the Cup car, IMSA rules dictated that other 
than a straight-through exhaust system, the 
911’s performance remained largely akin to 
its road-going counterpart. As you’d imagine 
Kussmaul played with the car’s chassis setup 
with larger anti-roll bars, new Bilstein shocks 
and lowering springs designed to bring the car 
more than 350mm closer to the ground. The 
finished article was run by the Brumos team, 
Porsche’s authorised dealership in Florida 
and long-term GT racing partner. Driving 
duties were taken car of by Stuck and Brumos 
Porsche regular, Hurley Haywood. While 
Stuck took one victory during the six round 
season, Haywood managed three and a strong 
haul of points, clinching the driver’s crown in 
the process – Porsche took top manufacturer 
honours. It was a job well done. 

Just as the road-going 964 Turbo bred the 
‘Turbo II’ racing car, the competition car in-
turn gave birth to a road-going relation. At 
the Geneva show in 1992 Porsche revealed 
the 964 Turbo S, this was effectively an IMSA 
911 which you could drive to the shops. The 
new model very much took its cues from the 
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“He decided to turn his rare,
 non-sunroof, 3.3 Turbo into a full 

Turbo S lightweight tribute”
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Brumos entered IMSA cars thanks to our man 
Kussmaul. ‘Lightweight’ being the variant’s 
USP, the Turbo S blended road and race car. 
Deleted were road car elements such as air 
bags, electric windows, central locking system 
and seats, with air-conditioning and power 
steering systems also shown the rubbish bin. 
Thin gauge glass was offered to side and rear 
window frames, both metal deck lids and the 
car’s doors were replaced with carbon versions. 
All told the road car tipped the scales at 
1,280ks – a saving of 190kgs. 

Like its track-prepped counterpart, the 
Turbo S was fitted with revised suspension  
both lowering its height and stiffening its ride, 
the brake discs were increased in size and sat 
behind mouthwatering staggered (8 and 10x) 
18-inch Speedline split-rims. Those three-
piece Cup Design wheels were, alongside a 
lack of front fog lamps (these being replaced 
with vents for cooling purposes) among the 
few exterior visual indicators signalling that 
this was one pretty special 911. You might 
expect that the 3.3-litre M30/69SL flat-six out 
back to have been further breathed upon but, 
aside from the addition of larger valves and 
a bigger turbo, this was largely unchanged, 
developing a respectable 381hp and 361lb 
ft torque. Here was a racing car for the road, 
an uncompromising 911 which delivered a 
driving experience to match its credentials. 

Porsche had planned to build just 50 of 
these cars but demand led to that number 
being increased. Reliable sources place this 
at 80 cars, but many believe the number to 
be slightly higher – it’s safe to say that no 
more than 86 were built. That makes the 
964 Turbo S, often referred to today as the 
Turbo S ‘Leichtbau’ (Lightweight) a rather 
rare commodity. It’s that rarity which gave 
birth to the car you see here which, at the 
time of writing, was being offered for sale 
with independent Porsche specialist Canford 
Classics in Dorset on behalf of a customer.

“A total of 86 3.3 Turbo S ‘Leichtbau’ cars 
were built in the early 1990s, and only nine 
were imported to the UK,” said Canford 
Classics frontman, Alan Drayson. “The 

previous owner of this car had been unable 
to obtain a genuine example so he decided to 
turn his rare, non-sunroof, 3.3 Turbo into a 
full Turbo S lightweight tribute.” 

Far from being a simple job of adding 
more power and removing a few bits of trim, 
this serious and involved project used as its 
basis a genuine matching-numbers 1991 964 
3.3 Turbo finished in Midnight Blue. Race 
specification aluminium doors and ‘X99’ 
Turbo S arches were offered to the shell to 
give it the look (and weight advantages) of its 
inspiration. A light gauge rear window was 
fitted too while inside came Recaro seats and 
Turbo S door cards. Chassis work aped that 
of the original Turbo S; a front strut brace 
and fresh poly bushes being fitted, on the 
braking side ‘big-red’ brake callipers joined the 
appropriate brake cooling measures. In terms 
of engine work a Turbo S / K&N induction 
system wasn’t going to cut it alone. Regular 
readers will be familiar with DP Motorsports, 
the German Porsche specialist has a history 
of producing jaw-dropping bespoke 911s, 
happily the experts near Cologne had a hand 
in this car’s transformation. DP reworked the 
engine to afford it a power upgrade akin to 
Porsche’s X88 package – the X88 code being 
an option on later 3.6-litre 964 Turbo cars 
affording them in the region of 385hp. DP 
Motorsports has, however, gone quite a bit 
further here. A hybrid KKK27/29 turbo and 
new Bosch 044 Motorsport fuel pumps enable 
this motor to develop a mighty 452hp at one 
bar of boost. In case you were wondering it is 
now not for the faint of heart... 

“Over the past two years the car has had a 
full mechanical overhaul, the rebuilt engine 
is still under warranty,” Alan explained. “The 
bodywork was taken back to bare metal 
and a full glass and rubber-out respray was 
completed over the winter of 2017/2018.”

During the refreshment works the car was 
also treated to a new interior, including new 
seats, a new dashboard, seat belts and door 
trims, which means it feels just as tight and 
together as it looks. 

“The car is a delight to drive, it has 
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incredible performance and reliability. The 
current owner has owned a range of Porsche 
cars over the past 30 years, none as exciting or 
rewarding to drive as this car,” Alan smiled. 
“He recently took part in a fundraising rally 
in Monte Carlo with it – it won the award for 
being the best car on the rally!”

In its own right this car is, as are all of 
Canford Classics’ sales and restoration 
offerings, an exciting prospect. Aside from 
the work undertaken here to make this car 
stand-out from the 911 crowd, its extensive 
history ensures that it makes for a tempting 
purchase. The asking price of £125,000 is, 
judging by the high standard of workmanship 
here and the current values of 964 Turbo cars, 
pretty reasonable. It provides more food for 
thought when you take into account Alan’s 
highly relevant closing remark: “Genuine 
Turbo S cars are currently selling for between 
£350k-£750k – this is a stunning tribute in 
amazing condition.” 

www.canfordclassics.co.uk
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Buying: Cayenne 

Buying Guide: 

Cayenne (955/957)
An early Cayenne makes a lot of sense as an everyday Porsche that can 

do it all – here’s what you need to know before you buy...
Photography: Antony Fraser, Porsche 

T
he Porsche Cayenne inhabits a unique position in automotive posterity. Yes, there had been 
performance off-roaders before, and SUVs with a focus on quality rather than simply utilitarianism, 
but when the Cayenne launched in 2003 it brought all of those elements together into one 
mainstream package that flew off the forecourts with surprising gusto. While there was inevitably 
a lot of wailing and gnashing of teeth from the marque purists about the dilution of the brand, it 

turned out to be an incredibly positive move for Porsche. A certain percentage of die-hards decried the fact 
that it wasn’t a 911, although, to be fair, those people weren’t all that enamoured with the manufacturer’s 
front-engined, water-cooled coupés either. But it’s undeniable that the Cayenne brimmed Porsche’s coffers 
inexorably. Indeed, it’s the robust SUV sales which fund the halo sports cars, the 918s and GT2 RSs of the 
contemporary Porsche world.

Of course, the Cayenne is far more than a cash cow. It’s an intelligent SUV which fuses sporty handling 
with cosseting luxury and a strong specification, while also being more than capable off-road. If a buyer 
was so inclined, they could option the full off-road pack, which included disengageable anti-roll bars for 
greater wheel articulation and lockable differentials for more mud-plugging traction, along with rock rails 
and skid plates – and yet, on the road, its manners are impeccable; the anti-roll system is able to anticipate 
loads and reduce roll in cornering, and the optional air-suspension doesn’t just allow you to raise it up to 
climb mountains, it also wafts you down the road on a cushion of splendour. In the most literal sense, it’s the 
archetypal sports utility vehicle – it can be fast, comfy, and rugged. It can even do all three at once...
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WHICH MODEL?
There were a variety of engine options with 
early Cayennes, with even the base models 
offering impressive thrust to counterbalance 
the considerable heft, with the top-flight 
variants being genuinely fast. What’s notable 
isn’t just the power, however, but the torque 
– the Cayenne’s engines across the range 
offer a huge amount of torque which will 
help if you’re crawling off-road… Although 
realistically, most Cayennes don’t do a lot of 
off-roading! But those vast swells of torque 
equate to effortless performance.

The two principal numbers concerning 
these first-generation Cayennes are 955 and 
957; 955 was the model-designation for the 
original version, sold from 2003-07, 957 
denotes the facelift sold between 2007-10. The 
base model uses a VR6 engine shared with 
the VW group – a 3.2-litre offering 250hp 
and 230lb ft; post-2007 versions upped this 
to 3.6-litres with 290hp and 284lb ft. The 

Cayenne S featured a 4.5-litre V8, serving up 
340hp and 310lb ft; again, more power came 
with the 2007 facelift, giving the 4.8-litre S 
model 380hp and 370lb.ft. The GTS received 
sports suspension and 21-inch wheels, the 4.8 
motor being tweaked to 399hp, and the 
range-toppers brought a pair of turbos to the 
big V8: the early Cayenne Turbo had 440hp 
and 460lb ft, and the facelift Turbo had 
490hp and 520lb ft. Sticking an S badge on 
the tailgate once again enlivened things – the 
original Turbo S developed 510hp and 530lb.
ft, and the facelift model had a mighty 540hp 
and 550lb ft, which provided eyewatering 
performance – here was an SUV that could 
accelerate from 0-62mph in 4.7 seconds, 
with sports suspension and optional carbon-
ceramic brakes. And at the other end of the 
scale was the Cayenne Diesel; another variant 
to irritate the traditional purists, this one had 
a 3.0-litre V6 TDI engine from Volkswagen, 

providing 237hp and a muscular 410lb ft. 
Cayennes could be optioned with either 

manual or Tiptronic gearboxes, although 
you’re unlikely to find many manuals – 
with their heavy clutch action and crowded 
footwells, it wasn’t a popular choice; the 
automatic gearbox is a VW-sourced unit, 
upgraded with Porsche’s Tiptronic control, 
and it suits the Cayenne perfectly. And unlike 
many competitors with their 50/50 power 
split, the Cayenne sends two-thirds of its 
power to the rear, to ensure that it still feels 
like a Porsche.

A notable special edition was the Cayenne 
TransSyberia. This commemorated Porsche’s 
entry into the 2007 TransSyberia rally, for 
which they built 26 entrants; the 600 tribute 
road cars on sale to the public featured the 
GTS-spec V8 (with 399hp/370lb ft), a light bar 
on the roof and the full off-road pack – it also 
had orange wheels and stripes...

The Cayenne sends two-thirds of its 
power to the rear, to ensure that it

 still feels like a Porsche...
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SECOND-GENERATION CAYENNE
The second-generation Cayenne arrived in 2011, featuring a sleeker 
look despite its larger overall dimensions, thanks to a more gently 
sloping rear window, smaller side windows, and headlights inspired 
by the Carrera GT. It was markedly lighter, due to extensive use of 
magnesium and aluminium, and lower-slung to eliminate the first-
generation model’s trademark arch gaps. The engine range began with 
the 3.6-litre VR6, up through a variety of diesel engines and petrol V8s, 
to the range-topping Turbo S twin-turbo 4.8, offering 560hp. There 
was also a hybrid version, later replaced by a plug-in hybrid...

.

.

.



Buying: Cayenne 

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR
The Porsche Cayenne is a premium product, 
and if you buy well you’ll find yourself with a 
robust and well-appointed SUV with supreme 
usability. The key, as with any vehicle purchase, 
is to buy the best that you can afford – under-
budget fixer-uppers are all well and good if 
you know what you’re getting yourself into, 
and with first-gen Cayennes dipping to the 
£5k mark it’s certainly tempting to go in at the 
cheap entry point, but it’s worth keeping in 
mind that buying a cheap Cayenne can be a 
recipe for disaster. Much like buying a bargain 
Boxster or a budget 911, the purchase price 
pales in comparison to the ownership and 
running costs, and there could be all manner 
of hidden horrors. Given that they can be 
bought cheap, some people will have tried 
to maintain them on the cheap, and those 
mathematics just don’t work for machines 
like this – you need to make sure you buy 
well. Ideally then, you’ll get your performance 
family wagon properly inspected, and we have 
a few pointers here that you really need to be 
looking out for...

 Pre-2007 cars have been known to suffer 
disintegrating Lokasil cylinder coatings after 
the 70,000-mile mark, leading to total engine 
failure – which, naturally, results in quite a big 
bill. Many were repaired/replaced and this isn’t 
the concern today that it once was, but it’s still 
something to bear in mind with low-mileage 
early cars. 

 Sat-nav systems on older models are prone 
to failure, so it might be worth considering an 
aftermarket one rather than persevering with 

the old Porsche setup.
 The optional air suspension is desirable 

(it was standard on the Turbo model) – it 
lowers itself at speed and raises when it senses 
things are getting bumpy. But beware – failed 
air spring units can lead to a four-figure repair 
bill. The steel-sprung models may be a bit 
harsher, but it’s a simpler setup which will cost 
far less in to repair in the event of an issue.

 The Cayenne Turbo will, if you’re lucky, 
return 14mpg. The performance is mighty, 
but these are not cheap to run, even if you’re 
sensible (which you shouldn’t be, with a silly 
car like that).

 Coil packs can fail, leading to misfires, 
and the early V8s have plastic coolant pipes 
that are weak and should be replaced with 
superior aluminium ones from later cars.

 The valve block on the automatic gearbox 
can fail – if you mysteriously lose drive, then 
find it jerk back into life, that’s a symptom. 
Replacement is around £1,800.

 The tube to the rear window washer, 
which runs along the A-pillar, can freeze and 
become damaged, leading to water dripping 
into the ECU. This is bad news. Try turning the 
headlights on – if they immediately flick to 
main beam, or if the indicators flash, there’s 
your problem.

 If the wing mirrors have been crunched, 
you may find them surprisingly expensive to 
replace; also, the flat mirror glass leaves huge 
blind spots – aftermarket wide-angle mirror 
glass to combat this is readily available on 
internet auction sites. 

Buying a cheap Cayenne can be 
a recipe for disaster...
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MODIFYING
The first step toward extracting more power 
from your Cayenne is to swell its lungs – a 
BMC panel filter at £130.00 will drop right 
into the airbox, and a MaxFlo exhaust at 
£1,390 for the S or £1,930 for the Turbo 
will unleash around 10hp as well as giving 
it a throatier sound. For the least restrictive 
exhaust that remains road-legal and won’t 
cause an issue come MoT time, consider a pair 
of primary sport cats (£1,780) and secondary 
cat bypass pipes (£616). A Fabspeed remap 
will add 16hp to the S for £700.00, and 56hp 
to the Turbo for £850.00.

With the suspension, there are two 
ways to go – up or down. If you want to 
lower a Cayenne and have the optional air 
suspension, the simple addition of a lowering 
module ($1,400 from Sharkwerks) will allow 
you to lower by up to 55mm. It’s a clever 
option that can be bypassed at the flick of a 
switch to restore factory settings. Alternatively, 
if you have a steel-sprung Cayenne, the stock 
suspension can be swapped out for a set of 
coilovers from PB Brakes (£649.00). And if 
you want to raise the suspension on a steel-
sprung model for off-roading, you can buy 
TÜV-approved aluminium suspension inserts 
from spaccer.com – they raise each corner by 
12mm, and they’re modular, so you can raise 

by 24mm, or 36mm, or 48mm… 
The Cayenne is a heavy vehicle with a lot of 

power, and while the stock brakes are strong, 
you can buy some more confidence with a 
big brake upgrade from Brembo; Sharkwerks 
sell the front kit (including six-pot callipers 
and 16-inch discs) for $4,695 – bear in mind 
you’ll need 20-inch wheels to clear them – 
and four-pot rears for $3,794.

The interior is well appointed and generally 
hard-wearing, but with the newest examples of 
the first-generarion Cayenne being almost ten 
years old now, it’s possible that the upholstery 
could be due a refresh. Why not talk to 
a specialist about a tasteful retrim in soft 
nappa leather, perhaps with some contrasting 
Alcantara? And with the trim looking crisp, 
the audio can be upgraded with a modern 
double-DIN head unit with integrated sat-
nav from Kenwood or Pioneer, to replace the 
ageing Porsche navigation system.

When it comes to the exterior, your options 
are wide open. If you want to subtly augment 
the lines of the vehicle to beef it up a little, the 
Aerokit front lip is a £330.00 option, or at the 
other end of the scale, full widebody kits are 
available from TechArt (£2,400.00) – naturally 
you’ll need to factor in the cost of fitting and 
painting too

The interior is well appointed and 
generally hard-wearing
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The science behind painting a Porsche, when it’s new at the factory, or through 

a specialist later in life, is a highly skilled labour intensive process...

I
t’s a truism that paint can make or break a car. 
Trends in colours have changed markedly over 
the years, and we’ve left the era behind us 
whereby Resale Red was the preferred box to 
tick and white paint meant base model; white 

equals premium these days, and enthusiasm 
for brighter colours has largely given way to a 
greyscale miasma of black/white/grey/silver. Such 
are the whims of the buying public. Whatever 
happened to flip paints and Chromaflair?

Of course, it’s not just the colour of the paint 
that informs your initial impression of a car: 

it could be the most beautiful shade of your 
favourite colour, but if it’s riddled with orange peel 
and overspray, the effect is wholly ruined. This is 
why manufacturers go to great lengths to ensure a 
consistent quality finish from the factory – be it a 
wafer-thin skim over the carbon panels of a Ferrari 
or the mile-deep lustre of a shiny new Rolls-Royce.

Porsche are very much at the vanguard of paint 
technology, as you might imagine, and the paint 
shop at the Leipzig factory is one of the most 
advanced facilities in the world. New car bodies 
receive a multi-stage paint process, with the final 

four coats measuring no more than 0.13mm – 
thinner than a human hair. How is this achieved? 
Very cleverly, that’s how. Before the first coat 
is applied, the body is intensively prepared; to 
guarantee metallic purity of the surface, lubricants, 
polish and other interfering substances are 
removed, and then a zinc phosphate solution is 
applied to the sheet steel. This ensures perfect 
adhesion of the corrosion protection which is 
applied next, and to prevent air bubbles from 
forming in cavities, the body is turned by 360° in 
the basin. The electro-chemical coating process 

Dan Bevis

PA INT
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only takes around five minutes, bathing the shell 
in electrophoretic dip paint and deionized water, 
and for adhesion to properly occur there needs to 
be a negative charge with the car body acting as 
a cathode – the basin acts as anode so the paint 
naturally settles in uniform fashion on the car.

The body is then dried at 175°C for fifty 
minutes, before sealing the welding seams with 
PVC materials and applying the PVC underbody 
protection. This is the point at which the painting 
robots arrive, applying a super-fine skim of filler to 
even out any microscopic imperfections, and also 
providing UV protection for the final finish. The 
filler provides an important role in boosting the 
brilliance of the topcoat, so there are three primary 
shades available depending on which colour the 
car will ultimately be: white for bright topcoats, 
anthracite for dark shades, and medium grey filler 
for anything in-between. Another forty-minute 
drying period is needed, before moving to the 
more visible stages.

Having been fastidiously cleaned once more, 
the colouring basecoat is applied using high-speed 
rotating atomisers. After eight minutes of drying, 
the basecoat turns matte, at which point it’s ready 
for the clearcoat – this provides the gloss, colour-
depth and environmental protection. Again applied 
by the paint robots, this topcoat is then dried for 
thirty-five minutes at 135°C. The final step is take 
the completed car into a special LED light tunnel 
for inspection, where quality inspectors are able to 

detect even the slightest seemingly imperceptible 
flaw – if any such imperfections exist, the car is 
plucked from the line for spot repair to make it 
build-ready.

In addition to a base of eleven stock colours, 
the Leipzig paint shop has the ability to custom-
mix an infinite palette of shades, and the facility 
also sets both technical and ecological standards: 
a separation system for overspray significantly 
reduces emissions of solvents from the process, 
and waste heat from the neighbouring biomass 
powerplant supplies up to 80% of the paint shop’s 
heat requirements in a carbon-neutral fashion.

All of this explains why a showroom-fresh 
Porsche will always have a flawless paint finish. 
But what about aftermarket paintwork? After all, 
Porsche have invested vast sums of money in their 
cutting-edge technology, and it stands to reason 
that your average independent paint shop won’t 
have access to such tech, right? But this doesn’t 
mean your own project or restoration can’t enjoy 
equally perfect paintwork. There’s a world of 
difference between a backstreet mechanic with a 
spray-gun offering gritty resprays behind a curtain, 
and quality restoration experts whose bread-and-
butter is hand-crafting beautiful one-off builds.

We spoke to Callum Seviour, Director at 
Retropower Ltd, about what’s involved in 
achieving a world-class paint finish – one that will 
complement a painstaking build, with the ability to 
win trophies on the showground but also endure 

the elements for years on end. 
“It’s been said a million times, but a good paint 

job is 99% in the preparation work,” he explains. 
“For us it always starts with a bare metal shell. 
On an older car, this is the only way you can be 
sure that the ‘foundations’ are good – i.e. that 
the shell is rust-free and there are no unknown 
underlying paint layers. At Retropower we 
probably go a step beyond most, in that when 
the metalwork is complete we then re-blast the 
shell and immediately apply a flame-sprayed zinc 
coating to the underside. This essentially gives 
you the same high-level protection as galvanising, 
but without the risks and complication of hot-dip 
galvanisation. It’s a process more commonly used 
in civil engineering projects; oil rigs, offshore wind 
turbines, that sort of thing.”

After the zinc stage, the entire shell is then 
epoxy primed, which is the first really critical 
step to ensuring longevity of the body – the 
process isn’t just about applying colour, it’s about 
protecting the integrity of the metal for as long 
as is physically possible. The freshly blasted shell, 
having had the possibility of surface oxidisation 
eliminated, is sealed in by the non-porous coating, 
meaning it’s impossible for moisture to come 
into contact with the metal. “Typical body fillers 
and high-build primers will absorb water – even 
the humidity in the air – and hold this against 
the steel,” says Callum, “so no matter what you 
do subsequently, there is a risk of this moisture 
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causing issues further down the line. Once the 
shell is sealed we meticulously seal the seams by 
hand; this is to stop moisture creeping into these 
seams by capillary action, and again is essential 
if you want to be able to use the car without 
deterioration.”

With the shell sealed, it’s time to optimise the 
fit-and-finish of the panels. Arrow-straight and 
uniform panel gaps are required, as body filler 
on panel edges is a no-no if you’re doing things 
properly. A fine skim of polyester filler is entirely 
acceptable though, to remove those microscopic 
imperfections that our friends at Leipzig would 
be irked by; a sprayable polyester gives an even 
coverage, which can then be block-sanded to 
perfection. This is all done with body panels in 
situ, to ensure faultless panel-to-panel reflections 
in the final paint finish.

“The panels are then removed again so we 
can complete preparing the polyester for another 
sealing coat of epoxy primer,” Callum continues. 
“This seals in the porous materials again so we 
can wet-sand prior to final paint. The underside 
of our cars get coated with a tough polyurethane 
coating which gives a smooth, body-coloured 
finish while being extremely resistant to chips 
and scuffs. Once the shell is totally encapsulated 
in waterproof coatings (urethane underside and 
epoxy primer elsewhere) we then wet-sand down 
to 800-grit. This is done wet to eliminate clogging 
of the paper and the sanding marks that are 
created by this.”

By now, the body is essentially better-than-
new and ready for paint. With all of the prep 
work fastidiously carried out, a few coats of good 
quality paint products are all that’s needed, and 

a clinically clean booth ensures dirt and dust 
stay out of the mixtures. “Once baked and left to 
cure for a number of days, we then wet-sand the 
lacquer finish starting with 1500-grit on blocks, 
then moving to 2000 and finally 3000-grit discs 
in a dual-action sander,” Callum reveals. “This 
process removes all orange peel from the surface 
before we then buff the gloss back into the 
finish with progressively finer grades of abrasive 
compound. This final sanding and buffing process 
is the only way to get a glass-flat finish, and is 
only carried out by a very small number of OE 
manufacturers such as Rolls-Royce. As a final 
step, we then typically have the paint ceramic-
coated to give it an incredibly high resistance to 
scratching and make it easier to clean.”

What we have here, then, are two different 
approaches which share the same eye-watering 
focus on perfection: the mainstream mass-
production approach, and the bespoke handiwork 
of the craftsman. Each ensures a finish which will 
be both long-lasting and pleasing to the eye – for 
the scientists at Leipzig, this means that every 
single Porsche that goes out of the door will 
work as an aesthetic ambassador for the brand, 
while for custom and restoration specialists like 
Retropower, every unique customer project is 
guaranteed to have paint that’s as strong and 
long-lasting as it is beautiful and flawless. If you’re 
buying a new Porsche, you know that it will have 
these attributes baked in. If you’re looking for 
a paint finish for a retro resto which employs 
modern technology and materials to achieve a 
classic finish, you know there are people you can 
trust. Because there’s far more to paintwork than 
simply choosing your favourite colour 



AUDI
RS6 4.0 T V8 » 700+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
RS6 V10 » 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
2017 R8 V10 » 650BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
R8 V10 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
RS4/RS5 » 488+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
RS3/TTRS » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
RS3/TTRS (NEW) » 480+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
S3 / GOLF R » 375+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
3.0TDI (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP
3.0 BI-TDI (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP
Q7/A8 4.2 TDI » 400+ BHP

BMW
M2 » 435BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
M3/M4 » 540+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
M5/M6 » 730+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
X5M/X6M » 730+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
X5M50D/X6M50D » 450BHP
M135I/M235I » 410+BHP
i8 » 415BHP
120I/220I/320I/420I » 275+BHP
116D/216D/316D » 160BHP
118D/218D/318D » 225BHP
120D/220D/320D/420D » 240BHP
328I/428I » 295BHP
335I/435I » 410+BHP
330D/430D/530D/730D » 360BHP
335D/435D/535D » 395+BHP
550I/650I » 555+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
640D/740D » 395BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
X530D/X630D » 360BHP
X540D/X640D » 395BHP

MERCEDES-BENZ
A45/CLA45 AMG » 420+BHP
AMG GT/GTS » 560BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
C43/E43/GLC43 AMG » 455BHP
C63/63S 4.0T AMG » 620+BHP
C63 6.3 AMG » 530+BHP
500 4.7 BITURBO (ALL MODELS) » 498+BHP
63 AMG 5.5 BITURBO (ALL MODELS) »
700+BHP
55 AMG KOMPRESSOR » 600+BHP
(+DE-LIMIT & SUSPENSION LOWERING)
S65 » 780BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
SL65 AMG » 690BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
SL65 BLACK » 720BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
SLK 55 AMG » 420BHP
200 CDI (ALL MODELS) » 173BHP
220 CDI (ALL MODELS) » 230BHP
250 CDI (ALL MODELS) » 260BHP
C300 HYBRID » 285BHP
C300E » 350BHP
C400/E400 » 400BHP
350 CDI (ALL MODELS) » 315BHP
420/450 CDI (ALL MODELS) » 358BHP

ALL 2017 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE
RR 50SC/SVO/SVR STAGE1 » 600+BHP
RR 50SC/SVO/SVR STAGE2 » 650+BHP
2.0/2.2 DIESEL (ALL MODELS) » 220+BHP
RR 4.4 TDV8 » 395 BHP
RR TDV6 3.0D » 305+ BHP
RR SDV6 3.0D » 350+BHP
DEFENDER 2.2 » 180BHP

PORSCHE
996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP
997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP
997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP
997 GT3 RS » 480 BHP
991.2 GT2 RS » CALL
991 TURBO/S (ALL MODELS) » 750+BHP
991 GT3 3.8 (ALL MODELS) » 490+BHP
991 GT3 RS 4.0 (ALL MODELS) » 525+BHP
997 CARRERA S » 376+ BHP
997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP
997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP
991 CARRERA (ALL MODELS) » 500+BHP
991 CARRERA S (ALL MODELS) » 500+BHP
991 CARRERA GTS (ALL MODELS) » 540+BHP
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 718 GTS » 420+BHP
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 718 S » 420+BHP
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 718 » 380+BHP
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 981 GT4 » 430+BHP
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 981 GTS » 375+BHP
BOXSTER/CAYMAN 981 S » 345+BHP
CAYENNE GTS » 450 BHP
CAYENNE TURBO 4.5 » 565+ BHP
CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 (ALL MODELS) 
» 650+ BHP
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 (ALL MODELS)
» 650+ BHP
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP
CAYENNE 3.0 DIESEL » 318+ BHP
MACAN S » 420+BHP
MACAN GTS » 440+BHP

MACAN TURBO (ALL MODELS) » 480+BHP
MACAN S DIESEL » 318+BHP
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP
PANAMERA DIESEL » 305+ BHP

EXOTIC / MISC
FERRARI CALI T » 660BHP
FERRARI F12 » 780+BHP
FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP
FERRARI 488 » 750+BHP
FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP
MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP
MCLAREN 650S » 720 BHP
MCLAREN 675LT » 750BHP
MCLAREN 570/S » 680+BHP
AVENTADOR » 750+BHP
HURACAN LP610 » 650BHP
GALLARDO LP560 » 600+BHP
BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 700BHP
BENTLEY GT/F-SPUR » 680BHP
GT SPEED / SUPERSPORT » 690+BHP
BENTAYGA W12 » 700+BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0S PETROL » 470 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP
MASERATI GT/QPORT » 438 BHP
MASERATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP

THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

DMS F10 M5 (EVO DEC ‘15) “730BHP, 200MPH+ TYRE-SHREDDING MONSTER”

DMS MCLAREN 650S (EVO OCT ’15) “REAL MUSCULARITY AND THE STRENGTH OF THE MID-RANGE IS STAGGERING”

DMS M2 (EVO SEPT ’15) “MORE POWER DOES MEAN MORE FUN”

DMS 1M (EVO MARCH ‘12) “THERE’S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM”

DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE ‘11) “DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL”

DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCT‘10) “IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2”

DMS 135i (BMW CAR MAY ‘09) THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL”

DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPT ‘08) “IT’S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING”

BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR UPGRADES: 

WWW.DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 

UK: 0800 030 5555
INT: +44 800 030 5555

SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM

/DMSAUTOMOTIVE  

UK & WORLDWIDE 
INSTALLATION 
CENTRES
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Paradise 
Found
Unleashing a 718 Cayman GTS in Australia’s 
Targa Barrier Reef closed-road rally without 
any nannying? Sounds like fun...
Story: Iain Curry     Photography: Angryman Photography



March 2019  77

Targa Great Barrier Reef

Q
uick pub question. Any car, any 
stretch of road, no traffic, no speed 
cameras. Your choices? As your 
brain wrestles the endless options, 
I know your pleasure sensors 

have already plonked you in something fast 
and you’re looking through an imaginary 
windscreen at a clear stretch of tarmac flush 
with switchbacks and a dazzling backdrop, 
probably mountainous or shiny ocean.

Now imagine it’s actually possible. Sicily’s 
Targa Florio route should be on your hit list, 
but sadly we can’t go back to the carefree 
1960s and score a closed road Porsche factory 
drive in a 904 GTS, Carrera 6 or 910. The 
Targa name and spirit lives on however, a 
long way from that picturesque island in the 
Mediterranean.

How does Targa Great Barrier Reef grab 
you? If the palm trees and sunshine don’t 
convince, rest assured some of the routes in 
Australia’s tropical Far North Queensland are 
equally dreamy. When considering fantasy 
drives, these sun-kissed twisty mountain 
roads should be on your shortlist.

The Italians may have let little things like 
no roadside barriers and multiple driver and 
spectator fatalities bring the curtain down 
on Targa Florio, but in Australia closed road 
tarmac “Targa” racing is booming. Spectator 
and driver safety is paramount, but organiser 
Targa Australia allows competitors a long 
leash. Taking a swipe at certain heritage 
events, they boast: “Targa is not a slow 
motion re-run; it is genuine red-blooded 
motorsport competition.”

That’s no exaggeration. The Australian Targa 
Championship consists of four events: Targa 
High Country, North West, Great Barrier Reef 
and the Daddy of them all, Targa Tasmania. 
Stirling Moss, Jack Brabham, Roger Clark and 
Barry Sheene have competed in the latter, 
while further competitive closed-road rallies 
are held around Adelaide and Perth.

Highlighting that these are practically 
nanny-free and damn dangerous to all, 
Aussie motorsport legend, nine-time Bathurst 
champion Peter Brock, met an untimely death 
at Perth’s 2006 Targa West when his Shelby 
Daytona Coupe replica went rogue into a 
gum tree.

A sprinkle – or large dollop – of danger 
adds to the allure of such events, and the 
Alpha Aussie male (and female) doesn’t 
mind taking a risk. That’s why Targa Barrier 
Reef, taking advantage of its rather enticing 
location, was added to the list of closed road 
rallies for 2018. 

There’s the crystal blue ocean teeming with 
coral and marine life, the city of Cairns is well 
stocked with hotels, and sweeping hinterland 
roads run alongside sugar cane and banana 
plantations. And this being the tropics, it’s a 
warm weather escape while most of Australia 
shivers through winter. Rally GB in October 
it ain’t.

Porsche Australia taps into the potential for 
its competition-loving clientele to get their 
kicks on these Targas. Those not wanting to 



go the Full Competition route – that of pace 
notes, roll cages, national rally license and 
potential 160mph mishaps into the scenery 
– can do the Porsche Tour. This isn’t the ‘tour’ 
your dad used to take you on to Devon and 
Cornwall’s medieval castles though. As I was to 
discover at the wheel of a 718 Cayman GTS, it 
was more balls to the wall driving thrills than 
I’d dared hope.

In a nutshell, you pay Porsche Australia 
$6,740 (about £3,700) and they cover 
the Targa entry fee, required Rallysafe 
rally management system, four nights 
accommodation and meals and drinks for you 
and your co-driver. You just need to get your 
Porsche up to the Cairns start line, attain a 
basic race license for pilot and navigator and 
leave (most of) your ego at home. 

Porsche invites up to 28 cars and their crew 
of two to participate. With 15 closed road 
Targa stages across 125 miles, plus a further 
400 miles touring stages across three days, it’s 
nice to have Porsche do all the logistical hand-
holding. You follow a Tour lead car to stop 
you getting lost, all pre-event admin is sorted 
for you, some nice chap fits all your event 

decals and gives your Porsche a going-over so 
it’ll pass scrutineering. 

They also offer what they say is “limited” 
technical support, but you get the impression 
the on-hand technicians go out of their way to 
keep you in the event should problems arise. 

Having scored an invite to road test the 718 
Cayman GTS at Targa, my already happy mood 
is boosted by perfect blue skies on arrival in 
Cairns. I’m greeted with the glorious sight 
of full-blown tarmac rally cars alongside the 
eclectic range on the Porsche Tour. Numerous 
911 GT3s, six Cayman GT4s, a pair of retro 
delight 911 50th Anniversary Editions (just 22 
came to Australia) and, instantly my favourite, 
a brand new GT3 Touring that the owner 
has patriotically fitted with kangaroo leather 
bucket seats.

Those risking it all in Full Competition’s 
numerous classes include a 2015 GT3, two 
more Cayman GT4s, an ’01 996 Turbo, ’05 
Turbo S, ’82 944 and wide body ’71 914/6. 
Rivals include Dodge Vipers, Lotus Exiges, 
Nissan Skyline GT-Rs and choice classics 
such as a 1984 Audi Ur Quattro, ’75 Holden 
Torana, ’75 Fiat 131 Abarth Rallye, and, for 

The Porsche Tour is open to anyone 
through Porsche Australia, typically up 
to 28 Porsche cars take part...



particularly brave crews, a ’72 DeTomaso 
Pantera and ’70 Chevy Corvette.

Despite such distractions, I decide 
to acquaint myself with my borrowed 
718 Cayman GTS. Thanks to Australia’s 
nonsensical Luxury Car Tax, this is not a cheap 
car. The RRP Down Under is £95,000 (it’s 
£60,000 in the UK), while my version adds 
optional Carmine Red paint, PDK gearbox, 
Alcantara, extended leather, red stitching, red 
seat belts and carbon for the cabin, electric 
seats, Bose audio, Park Assist and more, 
adding another £20,000 to the bill. So I’m 
piloting a £115,000 718 I don’t own over 
closed tarmac rally routes, while relying on 
my dear wife co-driver to not stuff up the road 
book instructions. No pressure then.

Having your beloved beside you is typical 
on Porsche Tours. Many entrants are no 
strangers to track days and Porsche advanced 
driver training, but the Targa gives the chance 
for the better half to be involved. 

“It’s difficult for your partner to really 
understand what the car’s capable of when 
you do single driver orientated events,” 
Ashley Fraser with the GT3 Touring says. “It’s 

a team event as you can’t drive without your 
navigator.” His partner Angela agrees. “It’s 
such a unique experience and great for team 
bonding. It’ll make or break you if you confuse 
calling hard left or hard right.”

Thankfully my better half is a diligent soul, 
and has come armed with highlighter pens to 
mark caution points in the road book, plus 
travel sickness pills. “We’ll be going too fast for 
you to get sick,” I half joke. She reminds me 
we have two kids, rubbish life insurance and, 
last she checked, I wasn’t Sebastien Loeb.

We’re divided into four groups on the 
Porsche Tour, each with a lead driver. Unlike 
my credentials, said leaders are a bit handy. 
Up front is Luke Youlden, 2017 Bathurst 
1000 champion, while Alex Davison, fresh 
from driving Gulf Racing’s 911 RSR at the Le 
Mans 24 Hours, fronts another group. Keep 
up with these boys and you can dine out on 
motorsport stories for the rest of your days.

Pre-event we’re given the required safety 
briefing. Very steep drop-offs, plenty of gravel 
on the road, blind crests and the Rallysafe uses 
GPS to tell tales when you exceed the 130kmh 
(81mph) limit. How strictly is this limit 

enforced? Let’s just say there’s some leeway 
as long as you don’t take the proverbial. 
Besides, the longest straight in the entire rally 
is 100-metres long, so most of the fun is had 
below such speeds. “Savour every moment, as 
this is a rare privilege,” we’re reminded.

How true. After a short tour we’re at the 
start line for the first Targa stage proper. Treat 
it like a warm up we’re told, and with caution. 
No wonder. At times the four-mile stage is a 
goat track; it’s covered in gravel, tight, there are 
blind corners and one ‘!!!Extreme Caution’ 
crest where there’s a ‘possible jump’. Eager to 
keep the Cayman and its front bumper aligned 
I keep wheels on the black stuff… unlike 
the Comp cars that follow us showing clear 
daylight under their rubber.

We attack this opening stage in Sport Plus 
mode, selected on the Alcantara steering 
wheel’s rotary dial. With engine and PDK 
more responsive and stability control 
loosened, the GTS displays the mongrel I was 
hoping for. It had proved a comfy enough 
cruiser while touring, but I prefer the after-
dark punchy side of its personality. Bi-modal 
exhaust button engaged the exhaust pops 



deliciously off-throttle, even if the four-
cylinder turbo lacks the theatre and tingle of 
the old flat-six atmo Caymans.

What can’t be debated however is what a 
complete sportscar this is. That turbo 2.5-litre’s 
good for 360hp and 0-62mph in 4.1-seconds, 
and reams of torque arrive comically quickly. 
Prod the throttle and hang on. With Porsche 
Active Suspension Management, torque 
vectoring and electric limited-slip diff standard 
inclusions – plus trump card mid-engine 
layout – the Cayman GTS is so very easy to 
drive quickly and well, but without robbing 
you of the desired involvement. It turns and 
steers with sublime predictability and accuracy, 
and combined with its playful nature, it’s an 
ideal tool for this Targa.

Especially Stage Two. Twelve miles long, 
263 corners and an 800-metre elevation 
change up the Gillies Highway. Normally a 
35mph-restriced chore, it’s massively wide and 
perfectly surfaced to cater for giant sugar cane 
trucks that go up and down the mountain. 
Add rock walls and a rainforest canopy and it’s 
something close to heaven. 

We set off at healthy intervals, but I soon 
spot the tail of a Cayman GT4 ahead giving 
clues to which way the road goes next. It 
almost feels like I’m in a video game. The 
road is so wide there’s huge margin for error, 
and while my GTS’s tyres are cold it wags its 
tail gloriously and it’s so easy to steer with 
the throttle while my fingers lightly grip the 
Alcantara. I’m eventually on the be-winged 
bumper of the GT4, and enjoy watching it 
twitch out of tight corners, knowing my GTS 
will do the same a second later.

At the finish line Bathurst champ Youlden 

declares this the finest bit of road he’s 
driven anywhere, grinning with the rest of 
us like schoolboys who’ve just hotwired the 
headmaster’s car.

Things get tighter and stonier on the next 
stage and I pick up my first windscreen chip 
– I’d finish the event with four. The Porsche 
crew dig out some red masking tape for my 
already peppered wheel arches, and I begin to 
appreciate why regular competitors add clear 
paint protection to their rides.

Day one has featured five varied Targa 
stages, and after a quick shower, Porsche treats 
everyone to an oceanfront beach barbecue 
where the day’s stories are shared over a couple 
of cold ones.

We’re on the road before sun up on 
Saturday for six more closed stages. My 
confidence in the GTS builds, not least when 
the apex of a corner taken at some 80mph 
unexpectedly goes from tarmac to gravel and 
dust. Despite this challenge, the front end 
holds its direction impeccably, while the rear 
communicates its slide delightfully. This minor 
Walter Röhrl moment has us both grinning 
from ear to ear.

That evening some 25,000 Cairns locals 
come out to enjoy 200 competing cars on 
show in the city centre, but it’s early to bed 
again to prepare for the final day. Six more 
Targa stages, including two that are over 17-
miles long. Even if we’re nowhere near as 
committed as those trying to win the event, 
concentrating on pace note instructions, blind 
crests and keeping things smooth but quick 
takes its toll. There have been a few massive 
accidents in the Competition classes – some 
we see the remnants of on stages run in the 

return direction – reminding how one lapse 
can prove costly.

By Sunday’s end we’ve got a finisher’s medal 
around our neck and a GTS covered in dead 
flies, myriad road chips and with a sorry-
looking windscreen. Blessedly, no panel dents 
though. The event proper has been won by a 
2016 Dodge Viper – quickest Porsche was a 
’15 GT3 in 16th – and soon heroic stories are 
being bandied around the pub over jugs of the 
local tipple.

Alistair McKeough, driving an ex-Jim 
Richards three-time Targa Tasmania-winning 
Speed yellow 996 Turbo, is in awe of his car 
and the event: 

“It’s been like a carnival with kids waving 
on the street and supporters in utes on lounge 
chairs with a case of beer,” he said. “The 
variation in roads is a highlight, from little 
farm tracks to the Gillies Range; I don’t think 
I’ve done a better stage than that, even at Targa 
Tasmania.”

Driver of an ’04 Carrera 4S, Nicholas 
Adamo, lauded the uniqueness of the Targas. 
“I’m not aware of any events globally offering 
drivers this sort of opportunity,” he said. “It’s 
why we own these cars. To own something so 
magnificent and not drive it is perhaps more 
heartbreaking than if you put it into the side 
of a ditch.”

In our over-nannied world, it’s a rare treat to 
be let free on such roads. Risky? Yes. Insurance 
companies tend not to cover you doing such 
things. But much like all forms of motorsport, 
it’s hard to not get addicted to the jeopardy of 
driving near your limit on such glorious roads. 
And really, weren’t these just the sort of events 
Porsches were made for?

Tarmac and gravel surfaces call 
for caution but offer plenty of 
driving thrills...
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GET REAL
As you’ve just seen the 718 Cayman GTS makes a decent rally 
recruit, but how does it fare in more conventional situations? 

We visit the Welsh countryside to find out...
Story: Simon Jackson     Photography: Dan Bathie



718 Cayman GTS
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P
orsche recently revealed a new variant 
of 718 Cayman, the ‘T’ which stands 
for Touring. Following in the footsteps 
of its illustrious bigger brother of the 
same name, the 911 T, this new type 

of Porsche’s successful mid-engined coupé 
aims to offer a focused, paired-back, driving 
experience. Saving a marginal amount of 
weight (15kgs) in comparison with the entry-
level 2.0-litre Cayman upon which it is based, 
at 300hp the T has no more power than the 
aforementioned base model but does boast a 
few desirable (often optional) extras. And yet 
at £51,145.00, the 718 Cayman T comes in at 
almost the same price as its 2.5-litre 350hp 
718 S counterpart (for which prices start at 
£51,853.00). This creates something of a 
conundrum for potential Porsche purchasers. 

However, even with a few optional extras 
sprinkled on top, T nor S can in our view 
match the prospect or price point of the 

current (until a 718 GT4 arrives at least) 
range-topping variant – the 718 Cayman GTS. 
For this prices start at £60,557.00. In return 
for that investment you receive a 365hp 718 
Cayman that benefits not only from the bells 
and whistles of its lesser S relation, but also a 
car that delivers a focused and textural driving 
experience that, arguably, neither S or T will 
match. Now of course until we get our first 
drive in the 718 Cayman T we’d be doing 
it a disservice to right it off, but taking into 
account what we know of the relationship 
between the entry-level Cayman and Cayman 
S, and the 991.2 Carrera and Carrera T, we can 
make an educated guess. 

Regardless of how the T might drive though, 
in the existing GTS we already have a sorted 
Cayman worthy of our attention and, as 
you’ve just read, a car with sporting ability 
aplenty when pushed. Yet, while that’s all 
well good how does it perform in the real 

world? To find out we headed west to the 
rural climes of South Wales in order to test the 
latest Cayman GTS in town, motorway and 
countryside settings. A car like this is likely 
to be used everyday and as an acid test for a 
decent daily driver our route should leave any 
foibles nowhere to hide. 

We meet the Carmine Red Cayman at 
Porsche GB’s headquarters in Reading and hit 
the M4 with the car’s nose pointed toward 
Bristol. Late afternoon traffic slows our 
progress but immediately this Cayman’s wide 
range of talents begin to impress. I remain a 
firm fan of the old 981 Cayman GTS, with the 
right specification that remains a mega car, 
so I desperately want to like this replacement 
version just as much. Of course the one 
sticking point is that Porsche has shifted from 
naturally aspirated to turbocharged engines, 
and in making that switch it has changed the 
very nature of the beast. In this environment, 



718 Cayman GTS

and B-road routes. As darkness falls it’s the 
first chance the Cayman has had to show its 
sporting intention, but I don’t know these 
roads which means I am the limiting factor 
in us making quick progress. Nonetheless 
the GTS is an eager partner, happy to offer 
plentiful grip and a serious spurt of power 
the split second I call for it in any gear at any 
revs, such is the nature of this turbocharged 
power unit. In the darkness ahead I look for 
clues about what the road might do next, eyes 
on stalks flicking between the (zoomed-in) 
navigation screen depicting the winding 
road ahead and the vista out front in a bid 
to push on. I’m certainly grateful that this 
Cayman’s headlights have been upgraded to 
the Bi-Xenon Porsche Dynamic Light System 
(PDLS), this swivels the main beam on bends 
in-line with your steering angle and speed 
(£918.00). There’s also the high beam assist 
which can detect oncoming traffic and dip the 

main beam accordingly so as not to dazzle 
oncoming drivers – it’s one less thing to worry 
about in this scenario. This PDK equipped 
718 GTS is quick, it boasts 15hp more than 
the S version of the car, which results in 
62mph being chalked-up in 4.6-seconds – 
that’s two-tenths of a second quicker than a 
first-generation 991 Carrera (manual) could 
manage. But a Cayman has long been about 
more than just facts and figures, and true 
to form it’s the poise and balance on offer 
here from a beautiful chassis engineered for 
driving fun which serves to please. Previous 
Boxster and Cayman GTS cars allowed for 
some serious slip angle even with all the 
safety systems switched on, these latest cars 
are more playful still, especially in the wet. 
That’s in part due to the difference between 
the power delivery of a naturally aspirated 
engine and a turbocharged one, it could cause 
a surprise or two for some, the same is true of 

slow moving motorway traffic, that’s a bonus. 
The torquey character of the 2.5-litre flat-four 
force induced engine in this state of tune 
(365hp / 317lb ft) works beautifully with the 
PDK dual clutch gearbox in this particular 
car (a manual GTS runs a marginal torque 
deficit). Never does it need to be shifted down 
a gear in order to wake from its monotonous 
motorway slumber, the torque curve here 
provides power whenever you need it in 
effortless fashion no matter which cog is 
selected. The old car, for all its benefits, did 
need to be worked a bit harder to produce 
the same result – that’s simply the natural 
between naturally aspirated and force induced 
motors. And right now, driving like this, I’d 
take this PDK ‘box over the manual all day 
long – but new terrain lays ahead... 

As we navigate our way from England into 
Wales, the GTS meets some faster yet smaller 
blacktop in the shape of more exciting A- 

A Cayman has long been about more 
than just facts and figures...
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contemporary turbocharged 911s which are 
getting very powerful these days. As an aside 
I get the sense that this is why Porsche has 
introduced its new ‘Wet Mode’ on the 992, a 
setting which dials down the car’s eagerness 
and responsiveness a little and sets its 
assistance systems such as traction control and 
ABS systems to ‘red alert’ status. This Cayman 
however leaves a little more up to its driver 
and in doing so it’s an exciting steer. 

A resting night in a hotel later and the 
Cayman is up amongst the rolling hills and 
moorlands of the Brecon Beacons National 
Park. Here under well lit skies it can stretch 
its legs. Quick manual changes of the PDK 
transmission with the click of a paddle as 
I deem necessary keep the engine in its 
sweet spot, the (standard issue) GT sport 
steering wheel feels perfect in your grasp, 
singular sweeping movements are all that 
is required on this direct rack at speed, the 
small corrections to account for the lively 
rear end sometimes required at lower speeds 

on slippery surfaces are absent today, this 
bolsters confidence and allows you to 
carry increasing speed through the quicker 
corners. The GTS comes with Porsche Active 
Suspension Management (PASM) adaptive 
dampers, this lowers the car by 10mm but 
also allows it to attack turns with a level of 
intelligence, adapting to its surroundings. 
Meanwhile Porsche Torque Vectoring (PTV) 
provides an electronically controlled limited-
slip differential further ramping-up the 
dynamic nature of the driving experience. 
Sport Chrono delivers dynamic transmission 
mounts keeping everything as stable as 
possible underneath, the driving mode dial 
on the steering wheel (Normal, Sport, Sport 
Plus and Individual), cycle through these for 
your preferred behaviour of throttle response, 
chassis feel and the level of interruption from 
the car’s stability systems. In combination all 
this provides a 718 Cayman that is both agile, 
smooth and easy to drive but at the same 
time its USP, just like those other Porsche cars 

which share its three letter denomination, 
is that it focuses on providing a driving 
experience notably more exciting than the 
lesser models in the range. I still cannot accept 
the unappealing noise that the 2.5-litre engine 
(or the 2.0-litre one for that matter) makes 
over the glorious old naturally aspirated 
motor in the 981s, however the 718 Cayman 
GTS is undoubtedly a quicker car point-
to-point in the real world, and it is a more 
relaxing companion in the humdrum real 
world. Around town and in far more mundane 
scenarios, this is the GTS I would rather find 
myself driving. With the advent of the 992 
Porsche has further distanced the 718 from the 
911, however that might be a good thing. This 
is a car which doesn’t weld an overpowering 
presence like a 911 often can. If you need a 
Porsche sports car that can switch between 
offering pure, involving driving pleasure one 
minute, comfort, convenience and ease of use 
the next, then the 718 Cayman GTS is where I 
suggest you put your money 

Here under well lit skies it 
can stretch its legs...



T&C’s: Show tickets can be bought separately; advanced adult ticket £15, Gate adult ticket £20. Public advanced weekend ticket £36, weekend camping ticket £15 on top (per person).   Club discounts 
apply. £2 Booking fee applies. FREE entry for TWO children aged 14 & under when accompanied by a paying adult, any additional children will be charged at £5 each. Warning motorsport can be 
dangerous. All features are at the discretion of Kelsey Media.
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
DAY TICKETS
PUBLIC TICKETS FROM £20
CLUB TICKETS FROM £15*
*INCLUDES SOUVENIR SHOWGUIDE WORTH £5

WEEKEND TICKETS
PUBLIC TICKETS FROM £36
CLUB TICKETS FROM £25
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modifying
guide

991  Exhaust Systems

AGENCY POWER
Agency Power Valvetronic Race Exhaust System 
If the 991.2 Carrera doesn’t offer enough of a ‘true’ sports car sound, then 
Agency Power claims its valvetronic exhaust system is for you. A faster 
throttle response with amplified turbo whistles, there are also switchable 
‘Quiet’ or ‘Race’ modes. Three-inch piping is declared to do away with back 
pressure to let the turbos unleash their full potential, and a power gain of 
between 15 to 20hp is mooted. Designed for 991.2 Carrera and Carrera 
S 3.0Ts which are running the OEM non-centre exit exhaust, each Agency 
Power kit is bundled with the wiring and hardware for the valvetronic 
system on non-PSE cars. Where it has been specified, the original OEM 
PSE exhaust button can be connected to the Agency Power system’s valves 
by way of the car’s existing vacuum hoses. Manufactured from TIG-welded 
T305 stainless steel with a mirror finish with a choice of black, carbon fibre 
or polished tips, a lifetime warranty is included for complete peace of mind.
Fits: 991.2 Carrera 3.0T and Carrera S 3.0T (2017-2019)
Approx Price: $2,795.00

AKRAPOVIC
Akrapovic Titanium Exhaust System
With a little over 25 years’ experience, Slovenian company Akrapovic 
may be a relative newcomer to the tuning world, but its well-regarded 
products come in a wide range of fitments. When it comes to exhausts, 
the 991 Turbo and Turbo S are catered for by its ‘Slip-On Line’ titanium 
system, and although billed as a ‘first stage’ package, gains of 8hp at 
3,300rpm and 11lb ft (14.8Nm) at 2,600rpm are commendable. So 
too is a reduction in weight of 6.4kg over the standard Porsche system. 
Crafted from high-grade titanium alloy, the carbon fibre and titanium 
tailpipes are handmade, while a deeper sound is stated to appeal more 
to the enthusiast. Akrapovic’s 991 Turbo and Turbo S system can also be 
used with optional link pipes – in cat or non-cat specifications – and a 
hand-crafted carbon fibre rear diffuser can also be added to show off the 
tailpipes to their full extent.
Fits: 991 Turbo and Turbo S (2014-2015)
Approx Price: £6,927.00

Until the arrival of the 992, the 991 was the most technologically-

advanced 911 yet. High tech it might be, but there is still scope for 

more aural pleasure and performance to be unleashed... 

ARMYTRIX
Armytrix Valvetronic Cat-Back Exhaust System
Available with a choice of quad burnt blue, chrome, or matte black tips, Armytrix trumpets its 991 Carrera / Carrera S exhaust system as showcasing a ‘great 
deal of power and dynamic and valve control’. With a claimed power bump of 14.8hp and a similar rise in torque of 12lb ft (16.3Nm), the performance 
increases certainly seem to be present, and all can be adjusted with the touch of a button. Armytrix’s wireless remote control has three settings – on, off, and 
auto – that make mood-changing performance simplicity itself. The ‘on’ mode sees the valves fully open for maximum power coupled to a racing sound, while 
‘off’ returns the car to quieter running with the valves closed. ‘Auto’ mode detects the 
engine rpm and fuel pedal signal and automatically adjusts the valve movements to 
introduce a more dynamic edge. The Armytrix package is 3.5kg lighter than the OEM 
components, and its exclusive OBDII dongle system reduces the installation time by 
half and also operates via an Android or iOS smartphone app.
Fits: 991 Carrera 3.4 and Carrera 4 3.4 (2011-2016); 991 Carrera S 3.8 and Carrera 
4S 3.8 (2012-2016); 991 Carrera GTS 3.8 (2014-2015)
Approx Price: From £4,455.72 (chrome tips)
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www.agency-power.com
www.akrapovic.com
www.armytrixuk.com
www.clptuning.co.uk
www.designtek.eu
www.fabspeed.com

www.flat6motorsports.com
www.larkspeed.com
www.millteksport.com
www.techart.de
www.tarmacsportz.co.uk
www.vividracing.com

TECHART
TechArt Sport Exhaust System
TechArt’s sport exhaust system for the 991.2 Turbo and Turbo S 
features a central silencer with a pair of exhaust valves as well 
as the sport valve control unit for sound enhancement. Stainless 
steel tailpipes lead to a choice of dual oval gloss or matt black 
chrome tips. Also compatible with OEM Porsche pipe tips, the 
TechArt system is EC-type approved, and situated between 
Weissach and Stuttgart, the company has 25 years of tuning 
experience. Every part of its high performance exhaust system 
undergoes a demanding test regime during the development 
process, and when the sport exhaust system forms part of its 
Performance Powerkit T 2.1 (which also includes two high-
performance turbochargers), power is bumped by 140hp 
to 720hp, while torque increases by 125lb ft (170Nm) to a 
massive 678lb ft (920Nm). 
Fits: 991.2 Turbo and Turbo S (2016-2019)
Approx Price: $6,695.00 (Sport exhaust system only)

A FEW HANDY CONTACTS: 

DESIGNTEK
DesignTek Evolution Race Exhaust Muffler System
DesignTek claims its range of Evolution exhausts are designed 
for the ‘tuners market’, and are ideal for high performance, 
modified vehicles. This race exhaust muffler system complete 
with bypass X-pipe and opening and closing valves, features a 
sound switch which offers a choice of ‘deep’ and ‘racing’ sports 
sounds at the touch of a button. Dyno-tested with proven 
power gains, the DesignTek system has been built to ISO 9001 
and TüV quality certification standards, and is compatible with 
the standard OEM catalytic converter. With over 50 years of 
experience, DesignTek states that its products are built to the 
highest technical level.
Fits: 991 Carrera S 3.8 (2011-2016) 
and Carrera 4S 3.8 (2012-2016)
Approx Price: £4,665.00

FABSPEED
Fabspeed Motorsport GT3 / GT3 RS Performance Package
Available in Street or Race configurations, Fabspeed Motorsport’s high performance 
exhaust system for the 991.2 GT3 and GT3 RS consists of headers, valved side 
muffler bypass pipes, deluxe dual style tips in chrome, satin black and carbon fibre 
finishes, as well as an ECU tune upgrade. The company states that it offers ‘daily-
drivable’ sound, and gives noticeable power and torque gains throughout the rev 
range. Made from 14-16 gauge, CNC mandrel-bent T304L stainless steel, the CAD-
designed system is TIG-welded by Fabspeed craftsmen, and is Dynojet developed 
and tested. The Street-spec system includes 200-cell, HJS high-flow sport catalytic 
converters, while the Race package replaces those with Fabspeed’s cat bypass, long- 
tube competition race headers. Both remove the OEM catalytic converters and are said 
to be only suitable for closed track events and off-road use in the US, and are also 
not certified by the EPA or the California Air Resources Board (CARB). An OEM muffler 
reinforcement brace can be optioned for an additional £232, while the ECU tune is 
required to check for potential engine faults as well as optimisation of the engine 
performance for the additional horsepower 
and torque. All Fabspeed performance 
products are backed by the Fabspeed 
Lifetime Limited Warranty.
Fits: 991.2 GT3 (2017-2019) and GT3 RS 
(2018-2019)
Approx Price: from £5,888.07 (+ optional 
£232 muffler reinforcement brace)

MILLTEK SPORT
MIlltek Sport Cat-Back Exhaust System
Available in a number of different configurations, Milltek Sport’s cat-back exhaust for 
the 991 GT3 can be fitted with the OE Porsche trims, or be enjoyed with Cerakote 
Black, polished or titanium-finish GT-100 tips. At the heart of Milltek’s system is a rear 
silencer delete assembly, with a diameter between 63.5 and 50.8mm. Constructed 
from aerospace-grade, non-magnetic stainless steel, the cat-back system keeps the side 
silencers which are essential to comply with UK noise regulations, as well as the OEM 
Porsche exhaust valve assemblies. Subtle increases in power and torque are promised, 
in addition to an obviously enhanced sound. Modification of the rear valance isn’t 
necessary for installation, and the variety of tail pipes should ensure there is an option 
for most tastes and budgets.
Fits: 991 GT3 (2013-2015)
Approx Price: From £596.00
(OEM tips)

DESIGNTEK

DesignTek Front X-Pipe + Valvetronic Switch
As well as its more high-end systems, DesignTek also offers a front X-pipe with a 
Valvetronic switch for the 991 Carrera and Carrera S 3.8. Interchangeable with the 
OEM parts, the DesignTek X-pipe deletes the front mufflers for a sportier sound. A 
deeper ‘sports Turbo’ note is said to be emitted when the switch is closed, while 
a ‘racing sports Turbo’ sound is claimed to be heard when it is open. All the OEM 
exhaust fittings can be kept the same, and the factory centre muffler with its third 
chamber floats behind the exhaust 
tip for a stock look. 
Fits: 991 Carrera 3.4 and Carrera S 
3.8 (2011-2016)
Approx Price: £695.00 
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T
he howl of a Zuffenhausen six-
cylinder engine as it reaches 
the redline is as Porsche as the 
shape of the 911, but times are 
changing and thanks to global 

environmental crises, electrically-powered 
cars are on the rise. And while the idea of 
an electric sports car is hard to swallow for 
some, we’ve had four years to get used 
to the idea of an all-electric Porsche. The 
Mission E concept debuted in 2015, and 
later this year the production Taycan will 
be unveiled. But it’s not the first all-electric 
Porsche. That was the Boxster E.

Unwrapped at the Michelin Challenge 
Bibendum in Berlin in 2011, the 
electrically-powered Boxster prototypes 
demonstrated the idea that an electric 
Porsche can still be dynamic, as passenger 
rides to very eager show-goers displayed. 
Of course, there had been electrified 
Porsches before (think 911 GT3 R Hybrid, 
918 Spyder and Le-Mans winning 919 
Hybrid – even the 1900 Lohner-Porsche 

Semper Vivus featured wheel-hub electric 
motors) but the Boxster E gave an insight 
into a Stuttgart sportster with no trace 
of a combustion engine. Its two electric 
motors mounted on the front and rear 
axles yielded a system output of 180kW 
(241hp), and ensured the electric open-
top was four-wheel drive. It could crack the 
0 to 62mph dash in a Boxster S-rivalling 
5.5 seconds, but the electric 987 was 
efficient, too, with energy recovered 
through regenerative braking, adjusted by 
buttons on the steering wheel.

Constant mesh gearboxes and a central 
electronic control unit synchronised the 
two electric motors and managed the drive 
torque distribution of 398lb ft to the axles. 
At the Boxster E’s heart was a liquid-cooled, 
29kWh lithium-ion battery, which gave a 
theoretical range of 107 miles (170km). 
The Boxster’s light weight made it a natural 
fit for an electric powertrain, but all the 
electric concept’s extra heft was made up 
by the 341kg battery pack. Once drivers 

had enjoyed their fun, charging took nine 
hours from flat to full, at a maximum 
rate of 3.3kW. A further two cars lost 
one electric motor and enjoyed a more 
traditional, more ‘Porsche’ rear-wheel 
drive layout, but all were built to explore 
the everyday practicality and usage of 
electric cars when the technology was in 
its infancy. 

The Boxster E was built and trialled as 
part of the Federal Government’s €130m 
‘Model Region Electro-Mobility Stuttgart’ 
project, co-ordinated by NOW GmbH, the 
National Organisation for Hydrogen and 
Fuel Cell Technology. Slotting under the 
‘Porsche Intelligent Performance’ banner, 
the Boxster Es were also designed to see 
how electric vehicles can be integrated 
into infrastructure. Fast forward eight years, 
and that infrastructure is more widely 
developed, with electric cars much more 
commonplace. And later this year, Porsche 
will join the electric age, almost a decade 
after it ignited its first spark 

Boxster E - The first all-electric Porsche
Mythbuster:

Hybrids now widely proliferate Porsche’s model range, while the 

arrival of the Taycan later this year will signal the arrival of its first 

zero-emission model, it won’t be the first...
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Dan Bevis takes a unique look at the current Porsche market trends... 

the market
place Dan Bevis

Hammer price:
£1,870 Classic Car Auctions’ December sale in Leamington Spa helped to balance 

out the fi nancial peril of the festive season by off ering some surprisingly 
aff ordable Porsches; we were particularly taken with the pair of 911 SCs 
(one coupé, one Targa) that went for sensible money, but the real story 
here was the pocket money front-engined models. The gleaming white 
1987 924 S auto looks as fresh now as it did when it emerged from its 
£10k restoration in 2016; with an extensive history fi le, a new interior, 
and even a ‘924 S’ number plate, this felt like a snip at £4,950. Even 
more aff ordable was the 1986 944 – a pretty presentable example with 
reasonable history and a recent cambelt service, this one went for £2,860. 
And for proper piggybank-raiding, how does £1,870 grab you? That was the 
price of the other ’87 924 S in the sale; a couple of advisories on the MoT, 
but with uprated suspension and brakes and a manual gearbox, someone’s 
going to have a lot of cheap fun with this one.

Hammer price:
£2,860

Hammer price:
£4,950

...the real story here was the pocket 
money front-engined models



the market
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The really big ticket was the 
Weissach pack 918 Spyder

The striking and iconic Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angeles 
hosted a stellar auction from our friends at RM Sotheby’s back in 
December, with a dazzling array of high-end lots crossing the block 
among a gaggle of bidders whose excitement could barely be 
contained – as much for their surroundings as the cars on off er. 
Naturally Porsches were plentiful, with the 959 Komfort being a 
particular highlight. This USDM-spec supercar was highly original, not 
even having had any computer system updates, and came with a 
gloriously complete history; one of very few 959s to be federalised 
for street use in California, this one had a reserve of $950,000-
$1,100,000 – interestingly it didn’t fi nd a buyer, so that’s one to keep 
an eye on. The 935 Group 5 Turbo by Kremer was a hell of a looker, 
with its unique Ice Green Metallic paint and extravagantly vented slant-
nose, and this certifi ed and matching-numbers road-racer was always 
bound to command a top-tier fi gure: $173,600 was the hammer 
price, and deservedly so. 

The really big ticket was the Weissach pack 918 Spyder, resplendent 
in Martini livery, which has only covered 279 miles from new and is 
more art piece than car. One of the most devastating driver’s cars ever 
built, this one is probably destined for a life of stasis in a collection, 
which does feel like a bit of a shame but that’s the modern world for 
you - $1,534,000 was the meaty selling price. The 918’s brutal V10-

Hammer price:
$775,000

Hammer Price:
$357,000 

Hammer Price:
$151,200 

Hammer price:
$1,534,000
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Mecum auctions in the States are always a big deal, and the Kissimmee 
outing of early January was no exception – stretching out over a number 
of days, it showcased the colossal variety of muscle cars and customs 
that you’d expect, along with plenty of Porsches to whet our collective 
appetites. The 1967 912 was especially pretty, with a matching-numbers 
motor and near-fl awless aesthetics; a patchy history knocked the price 
down a little, but a decent repaint and alluring completeness netted 
a hammer price of $47,300. The White Gold Metallic 930 Turbo did 
an equally good job of wowing the crowds, its genuine 46k miles and 
impressive originality (engine, paint, interior, wheels) helping it to bag 
$99,000. The 944 S2 Cabriolet looked like a bit of fun, and also had 
the benefi t of just 56k on the clock and the same owner since 1992 - 
$20,900 felt like an appropriate sum for some retro top-down cruising. 
(Just try to look past the godawful federal rear bumper.) Further Guards 
Red open-top thrills were on off er from the 911 Targa slant-nose – an 
incomplete history meant unverifi ed miles, but the condition and spec 
were spot-on… could $35,200 be the cheapest entry yet to usable 
fl achbau ownership? And for those looking for something a bit more 
modern, the 2008 Cayman raised a few excitable eyebrows, not least 
for its TPC Racing turbo conversion. With a 2015 short block, custom 
turbo install and thoroughly upgraded chassis, this eye-catching one-off
looked deadly serious, with one (presumably quite brave) bidder throwing 
$37,400 into the ring.  

powered forefather, the Carrera GT, is still more than capable of running 
the numbers too, with this auction’s glossy black example (complete 
with its original matching luggage!) snaring $775,000. Speedsters are 
very much in demand at the moment as well; this sale off ered a 1994 
example originally owned by Rush drummer Neil Peart, who specced 
it from new. One of fewer than 1,000 built in ’94, this Speedster has 
always been pampered and was deserving of its $151,200 sale price. 
And polishing things up with a real touch of class, we fell head-over-heels 
for the 1957 356 A 1600 Speedster by Reutter – with a matching-
numbers drivetrain and correct colour scheme, this stunningly original car 
was a proper timewarp. Sadly we didn’t have the necessary $357,000 in 
our pockets, but we hope the new owner is tremendously happy with it!

Hammer price: 
$37,400  

Reserve: 
$1,1m

Hammer Price:
$47,300 

Hammer Price:
$35,200 

Hammer Price:
$99,000
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The Porsche 930 sits in an interesting position in the 
market in 2019. Back when these cars were new, they 
were – for some – the ultimate expression of status. 
Owning a 911 Turbo was a bold choice, it screamed 
at onlookers that you had disposable income to burn 
and weren’t interested in Italian exotics or staid British 
traditionalists, you wanted something that was a little 
bit scary. Given these cars’ reputation (at least partially 
deserved) for being rather hairy and throwing people 
into fi elds when they came on-boost mid-corner, 
owning a 930 also told people that you had a devil-
may-care attitude to peril. Over time, the 930 grew 
to be regarded nostalgically as one of the archetypal 
1980s Athena poster cars, along with the F40 and the 
Countach – cars that looked best in red on a glossy 
black background. This was strong cultural currency in 
the 1990s and early 2000s. And as the 21st century 
matures, so the 930 has come to be regarded as an 
interesting curio from a long-bygone age – a car with 
rudimentary turbo technology that now seems almost 
quaint, yet still possesses the power to wipe the smile 
off  the face of anybody who underestimates this 
fearsome machine. All these decades down the line, 
it’s still an incredible and otherworldly sports car.

It’s interesting to note that this model, so evocative 
of the 1980s, actually debuted in 1975. At launch, 
the 3.0-litre turbo off ered 260hp from its all-new Type 
930/50 motor; in ’78, the 3.3-litre 930/60 engine 
arrived, upping power to 300hp – this model was 
visually distinguishable by the evolution from whaletail 
spoiler to the so-called ‘tea tray’ with its upturned 
side fences. The fi rst slant-noses were delivered 

in 1981 under the Special Wishes 
programme, and in 1986 Motronic engine 
management appeared across the range to 
modernise things; at the same time, the Turbo SE 
was off ered as a special-order model, with 330hp and 
that iconic fl achbau styling. Contrary to what some 
believe, it was possible to buy genuine 930s in Targa 
and cabriolet bodystyles – these were introduced in 
1987. The model was discontinued in 1989, although 
earlier in that year it enjoyed an upgrade to the new 
G50 gearbox and hydraulic clutch; for some collectors, 
an ’89 model with a G50 is every bit as desirable 
and unicorn-like as a launch-spec ’75. And for buyers 
who aren’t obsessive collectors, and simply want an 
example of this revered model that they can tear 
about the countryside in? 

You’ll fi nd the most abundant 930s being 3.3-
litre models from ’78-’88. Post-1983 cars are a bit 
torquier, and whichever one you’re looking at, you’ll 
be wanting one that’s been properly maintained 
and regularly used. Buying a neglected 930 project 
could be a one-way ticket to the poorhouse, while 
underused low-mileage cars are best left in static 
collections unless you fancy shelling out for a full 
mechanical overhaul. 

With fi rm suspension based on that of the Carrera 
RSR, a four-speed ’box that demands slow and 
measured shifts, and not a lot happening below 
3,500rpm, this is a car for connoisseurs of the old-
school. Don’t expect it to be as friendly as your daily-
driver modern hatchback. But it wouldn’t be any fun if 
it was easy, would it?

BUYING GUIDE: 911 (930) TURBO

PRICE GUIDE:
Project: £40,000
Usable: £75,000
Excellent: £120,000
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BUYING TIPS:
Modified and non-standard examples do exist, although with 

values of these cars continuing to rise, a huge premium is 
placed on matching-numbers cars and those with a full history. 
Check documentation thoroughly, and interrogate the seller too! 
Provenance is key, so the first thing to do is check that all the 
documentation checks out

 Inspect the bodywork thoroughly, particularly the wide rear 
hips – these were always prone to scrapes, with the tail being 
so much wider than the nose, and were often replaced with 
inferior fibreglass items

 Check thoroughly for corrosion too – while these cars were 
rustproofed with zinc coating from new, a lot of water has 
passed under the bridge since then and the zinc’s effectiveness 
will almost certainly be compromised. It goes without saying 
that rust repairs can really add up cost-wise

The 930’s engine is very solid if it’s been properly looked 
after, and you should be highly suspicious of a motor that 
produces a lot of smoke and/or doesn’t idle evenly. Don’t be 
surprised to learn that parts are eye-wateringly pricey too – 
exhaust heat-exchangers are £500 a pop, while a gearbox that’s 
crunching in 2nd or 3rd could set you back £3,000 for a rebuild

 As with any car, super-low mileage – while good for 
investment purposes – doesn’t always mean you’re looking at 
a great car. These machines need to be used or they seize up 
and corrode in unexpected places – if your brake or fuel lines 
have dried up and split, for example, it could be almost a grand 
to replace it all

 Suspension is generally hardy, with the shock absorbers and 
anti-roll bar bushes being the most obvious causes of funny 
noises and wonky handling – listen out for clonks and rattles on 
your test drive



Buying a car
Our stock of around 40 used cars
including high quality photos of each
vehicle. Updated several times daily.
There are also tips on buying a Porsche
which could save you money.

Selling a car
Things to consider if you are selling a
car, in particular, scams and potential
pitfalls to avoid. Five minutes spent
reading this could save you from
disaster.

Porsche contacts
Useful contacts - if you are looking for
somewhere to get your car serviced,
repaired or insured. There is even a
section where you can read about our
racing antics and general news.
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B
orn in Chicago, Harris Hurley Haywood is 
without doubt the most accomplished American 
endurance racer of all time. With multiple 
overall victories at the 24-Hours of Le Mans, 

Rolex 24-Hours of Daytona and 12-Hours of Sebring, 
Haywood’s winning reputation was cemented over four 
decades of motorsport competition – much of it spent at 
the wheel of a Porsche. 

For Haywood, endurance race victories came in both 
GT cars and prototypes alike in a career that spanned the 
period from 1969 to as recently as 2012, excluding a 
brief hiatus for a wartime tour of duty in Vietnam during 
1970. Haywood’s first overall endurance victory came 
at the 1973 Rolex 24-Hours of Daytona, co-driving with 
Peter Gregg, then owner of Brumos Porsche. The pair 
followed that up with another victory just one month 
later at the 12-Hours of Sebring. Haywood would 
ultimately go on to become Vice President and co-owner 
of the famed Brumos Porsche dealership in Florida. 

In total Haywood won at Daytona an incredible five 
times, three times at Le Mans and twice at Sebring. In 
doing so he became the first driver to win the 24-Hours 
of Daytona and the 24-Hours of Le Mans in the same 
year – 1977 – creating in the process one of Porsche’s 
most storied victories. Haywood secured five driver’s 
championships during his career: IMSA GT Champion 
(1971, 1972), SCCA Trans-Am Champion (1988), 
SuperCar Championship (1991), and North American GT 
Endurance Champion (1994). 

While driving either with or for Porsche as a works 
driver for most of his career, Haywood was sidetracked 
by a serious crash in 1983 at the Canadian Tire 
Motorsport Park (Mosport). The accident saw his left leg 
set in a plaster cast for a two year period, but Haywood 
wasn’t about to let that make the end of his competitive 
driving career, he was able to continue racing while 
recovering. He joined Bob Tullius’s Group 44 Racing 
team, first in prototype Jaguars that made use of semi-

A five-time 24-Hours of Daytona winner – Hurley Haywood won 

Daytona and Le Mans in the same year. Today the 70-year old is 

one of Porsche’s most precious ambassadors...

Hurley Haywood
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Haywood continues to 
give back to the sport 

and brand that he loves

clutchless Hewland transmissions (allowing Haywood to circumnavigate 
his injury and thus continue to compete), then later in the Group 44 Audi 
Quattro which led to a 1988 Trans Am championship. Haywood was back 
to racing in a Porsche by 1986 and in doing so he secured the 1991 IMSA 
Supercar Championship in a 911 Turbo. 

Speaking last year when Haywood’s 70th birthday clashed with that of the 
70th anniversary of Porsche sports cars, Klaus Zellmer, President and CEO 
of Porsche Cars North America underlined Haywood’s continued place at the 
heart of Porsche’s American arm: 

“We wish him a very happy 70th birthday. As we prepare to celebrate 
70 years of Porsche sports cars I do not believe the similar anniversaries 
are by coincidence. In recognition of his remarkable achievements and daily 
contributions he continues to make to our brand, it is important that all of us 
at Porsche congratulate Hurley and wish him a very happy 70th birthday.”

Porsche is not alone in heaping praise upon Haywood, he has been 
honoured during his time by the Florida Sports Hall of Fame (1992), 
Motorsports Hall of Fame of America (2005), Sebring Hall of Fame (2010), 
Watkins Glen’s prestigious ‘Legends of the Glen’, Rolex 24 Grand Marshall 
(2013), Porsche Rennsport Reunion V Co-Grand Marshall (2015) and was 
the Rolex 24 at Daytona Honorary Starter (2017). 

Haywood continues to give back to the sport and brand that he loves 
by teaching and mentoring young drivers. He has been instrumental in 
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Haywood’s competative career 
spanned many decades, only 
coming to a close in 2012...
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the Porsche Young Driver Academy by guiding young drivers during their 
early careers, he is also the namesake of the IMSA Hurley Haywood GT3 
Cup Scholarship for up-and-coming GT drivers. A featured guest driver at 
all previous Porsche Rennsport Reunion meetings, Haywood has become 
a regular guest of honour at Porsche’s party which now takes place at the 
WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca in California. The largest Porsche festival 
in the world, Rennsport Reunion has become a tradition every few years 
since 2001. Last year’s Rennsport Reunion VI brought together tens of 
thousands of enthusiasts for a gathering of significant Porsche race cars and 
racers, as well as those who have designed and engineered them.

Haywood’s ‘day job’ if you will has been occupying the role of Chief 
Driving Instructor for the Porsche Sport Driving School in Birmingham, 
Alabama, a position he has held since 1999 – he currently resides in St. 
Augustine in ‘the sunshine state’ of Florida. In hindsight it is easy to see why 
Hurley Haywood and Porsche have been inextricably linked and somewhat 
synonymous for the best part of five decades and, likely, many more years 
to come 

JACKY ICKX ON LE MANS ‘77:
“After three hours we thought we’d lost the race. My 936 was out, 
and I joined up with Jürgen Barth and Hurley Haywood. But they were 
having trouble as well. We were in 42nd place. I still can’t get my head 
around what happened next. It was this euphoric state. I drove the 
whole night through at top speed, always at the limit. In rain and fog. 
I just got faster and faster. 42nd, 35th, 28th, 20th, ninth, sixth, fifth. 
Everyone felt that we could achieve the unimaginable. Jürgen and 
Hurley drove faster than ever, and the mechanics did an incredible job. 
I didn’t feel tired at all. Then we took the lead. On Sunday morning I 
was totally spent. In the end, Jürgen hauled the 936 across the line 
with only five cylinders. I wouldn’t have been able to. There are a lot 
of great stories about a lot of races. But 1977 stands out. That was a 
once-in-a-lifetime thing. Races like that have made Porsche a legend.”
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Our Long Term team explain the trials and 

tribulations of running a Porsche in the real world …

Matt Biggs
1986 924 S, 1981 911 SC, 2004 996 40 Jahre

Phillip Bingham
2007 987 Cayman

Paul Cowland 
e

Mark Williams
2014 Panamera S 
E-Hybrid

M M J s
989 9 T bo

Philip Raby
2009 Cayenne Diesel

@PawnSacrifi ce

@ G P

y 1 @RabyPorsche

Simon Jackson
2005 987 Boxster

@ j n

Mark Whitchurch
2008 997 Carrera S

@ G e

Rob Richardson
1978 911 SC 

@Racereightysix

Nick Hapgood
2007 997 Turbo

y1

@PaulCowland_
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O
n my list of “must 
have” 911 motorsport 
paraphernalia add-ons 
has been extended wheel 
studs for some time now. I 

blame, among other things, exposure 
to the racing 911s in the paddock 
at Spa last spring and having fine-
tuned my Instagram feed to deliver 
me racing inspired and lightweight 
Porsche hot rods daily. Yes, I have 
indeed exposed myself to the 
modern internet age: @racereightysix 
though I can assure you there are 
no selfies… whatever they are, just 
a dribble of cars I’m messing about 
with of interesting ones I’ve seen.  
The practical justification is It makes 
life easier taking wheels on and 
off and also lets me run spacers if 
I choose at a later date. The other 
benefit is the move to 10.9 open-
ended nuts to replace the factory 
alloy ones which wear out over time. 
These were originally replaced as a 

service item by Porsche so, despite 
being in good condition on my car, 
it was probably time to change them 
on a preventative basis.  

I chose studs from Sway-A-
Way (swayaway.com) who have 
been manufacturing high quality 
suspension components and 
accessories since 1967. They’ve 
had a long competition history in 
everything from Trophy Trucks to 
NASCAR. Brian Skipper, CEO, who 
worked with the company since 
1978 and owned the company 
since 1981 has been a racer and 
engineer with a passion for all things 
suspension related; from developing 
VW parts he made the natural 
progression to Porsche and the 
Porsche-specific product line-up now 
includes uprated torsion bars and 
adjustable spring plates. The Sway-A-
Way wheel studs are manufactured 
out of heat treated aircraft grade 
alloy steel and are cold-headed and 

thread rolled for an entirely cold 
formed stud. This is a key process 
and gives a much stronger stud as 
the material has an uninterrupted 
grain flow; essentially the grain 
lines of the steel are compacted to 
follow the geometry of the stud. This 
results in a strength advantage over 
machined studs. Thus concludes the 
science lesson. 

A key consideration when 
choosing the length of the studs 
is how much disassembly you are 
prepared for on the rear hubs.  
Removing the rear hubs means 
damaging, and thus replacing, the 
rear wheel bearings. However, thanks 
to the wonder of the Pelican Parts 
forum and their wealth of knowledge 
and experience a quick search had 
me covered: I didn’t want to disturb 
the wheel bearings (as they are 
recent and in fine condition) so 
78mm was as long as I could go 
was the tried and tested response.  

Happily that was the exact size I 
wanted to give me the motorsport 
look as well as the practical benefits. 
To change the rear I simply tapped 
the old studs out, removed the disc 
and then removed the handbrake 
adjuster. This leaves a nut welded 
to the back plate which you can 
tap-back and bend out of the way 
to give you clearance to thread the 
new studs through. Once all your 
studs are fitted you just tap it back 
into position; it makes the whole job 
much easier.  

The front was more simple and 
just a case of removing the disc bell/ 
hub and pressing out, then winding 
in the new studs with an old bolt. 
I made a spacer to wind the studs 
against to account for the extra 
length.  While the hubs were off the 
car I gave them a good clean and 
re-packed the wheel bearings with 
fresh grease and adjusted them up; 
another part of the car checked over 

1978 911 SC
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that won’t need worrying about for 
some time. 

With the hubs reassembled with 
the new studs I could bolt the 
wheels back on. I used hardened 
steel classic open-end nuts from 
Porsche Shop (porscheshop.co.uk) 
which are grade 10.9 and much 
stronger and harder wearing than 
the factory alloy nuts. These are 
M14x1.5 so will fi t all 911s up to 
’89 as well as early 356, 912, 914
and 914 models. 

It’s a small detail but gives that 
motorsport look to the car and pie
of mind that all the hardware is 
upgraded. As someone that works 

Rob Richardson 
911 SC

@Racereightysix

on their own car a lot the wheels 
are on and off  frequently so it’s good 
to know the kit is now up to the job 
and will last for years. 

Rob Richardson 
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T
he great thing about old 
911s is that, even when 
they’re not running very 
well, you can just sit there 
and look at them, can’t you? 

Very few classic cars look so statically 
beautiful as an aged Porsche does, 
and it has been fair to say, as I’d 
walked passed mine to the coffee 
machine in the workshop each 
morning, it always raised a smile – 
despite the fact that I knew it was 
still mechanically unhappy.

Ever since I’ve owned this car it’s 
had the same issue. It starts poorly, 
runs fairly well for around twenty 
minutes or so, and then coughs, 
splutters and chokes itself to a 
shuddering halt. My salve for this so 
far had been to limit all journeys to 
a maximum of 15 minutes. While 
it made for an almost entertaining 
punchline during pub explanations, it 
did rather defeat the point of owning 
such a wonderful old barge. Let’s 
face it, we don’t just buy these cars 
for their good looks, we buy them 
because they are the most useable 

of all old sports cars. They need – 
and deserve – to be driven.

I had no idea of the cause, 
but sent a few emails out to 
various local Porsche specialists in 
Nottingham to see if anyone had 
any thoughts. Bizarrely, most of them 
didn’t reply at all, but one almost 
immediate return call stood one out 
as a cut above the rest; Cavendish.

Having never dealt with this 
chaps before, I had very little to go 
on. Their site and reviews looked 
very comforting, and the calm, 
informative manner of Cavendish’s 
Simon on the phone all felt very 
reassuring. ‘A 3.0 SC, you say?’ he 
mused. ‘I’d like to start with looking 
at cold fuel pressures, warm up 
regulator and C02 set-up before we 
do anything else. Have you got time 
to drop it down over the next couple 
of weeks?’

It all sounded very positive, I 
must say. Simon gave the air of a 
truly reassuring depth of knowledge, 
so with just the Christmas break to 
separate us, I soon arrived at their 

smart Long Eaton premises, having 
trailered the party-frocked SC there 
to ensure all was stone-cold to begin 
with. For what was to follow, it would 
be imperative, Simon had politely 
demanded of me…

After the usual introductions, 
cups of tea and whistle-stop 
tour (impressive, by the way) 
we were soon in the workshop 
where Technician Sam was busily 
preparing for what looked like 
open heart surgery, prepping the 
patient with a reassuring plethora 
of wing protectors and anti-scratch 
paraphernalia. Although the paint 
on the Flatnose is far from perfect, 
it’s always lovely to see technicians 
taking such care to avoid damage 
like this. To my mind, it’s a great 
indicator of thought and care taken 
during the more essential parts of 
the mechanical process. I’ve rarely 
had poor work from a garage that’s 
really taken time to look after my 
car whilst in their care, put it that 
way! Just take a look at the pictures 
of my stablemates on the day, by 

the way. I’ve always found that 
contemporary clientele is always a 
very accurate and useful benchmark 
of a specialist’s quality.

Having checked the engine 
temperature, delightfully referencing 
it against a period book of tables, 
Sam started with the basics; the 
system pressure at the fuel pump, 
the settings of the warm-up regulator 
and on he went. The regulator rang 
the first bell, pinging in at a high 5.0 
bar of pressure, against a Stuttgart 
recommendation of just 1.3. So, 
clearly, too much fuel was being 
allowed through. Not an ideal start.

Having removed the regulator, 
carefully rebuilding and re-setting 
its displaced needle, Sam also 
flipped its internal diaphragm. These 
can weaken over time, reducing 
efficiency, but once stripped, cleaned 
and inverted to effectively increase 
their spring rate once again, they can 
enjoy a new life.

With this back together, Sam 
was happier, but still looked as if 
he had work to do. ‘C02’ next!’ he 

1982 911 CABRIOLET FLATNOSE 
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exclaimed as he bounded out of the 
workshop to set up the appropriate 
equipment. The guys at Cavendish 
often see US import cars like mine 
with a very simple fault – that the 
C02 has been sampled after the 
catalyst, rather than before it, causing 
a false, clean reading. By removing 
the sensor ahead of the cat and 
sampling from there, Sam was able 
to see that the car was also far too 
clean and lean. Great for polar bears, 
but not ideal for engine longevity. 
Having set it once again to its factory 
fi gures, and tidying up the sensor 
wiring, we were back in business!

With this work done, the car 
was already sounding remarkably 
happier. The idle note had changed 
signifi cantly, being smoother and 
quieter, and a blip of the throttle 
revealed a willingness to rev that 
I’d never seen before. Out on the 
road, I felt like I was in somebody 
else’s car, so marked was the 
diff erence! Where before there were 
fl atspots and lethargy, the car now 
leapt forward with an urgency that 
fi nally started to cash some of the 
cheques those body mods had 
been writing! It may still be ‘just’ an 
SC underneath, but it’s now driving 

like a true sportscar, with a crisp, 
responsive throttle and, best of all, 
unlimited running time!

My fi rst visit to Cavendish was 
deeply impressive; bosses Simon 
and Adam have created a great 
business here, that looks after 
air and water cooled with equal 
profi ciency and have assembled
team that clearly know their stuff
I shall be back – and very soon!
Besides, anyone that can nail a 
diagnosis from my poor email 
description with such telepathic 
accuracy needs to be suitably 
rewarded! If you’re anywhere ne

the Midlands, I suggest giving 
Cavendish a bell. Truly top chaps!

Until next time!
Paul Cowland

Paul Cowland 
1982 911 Cabriolet 
Fl t e

al m k
0 908 82 0

@PaulCowland_

THANKS:
www.cavendishporsche.co.uk
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1989 944 TURBO 

I
t’s been a while since I reported 
on my 944 Turbo. And, until 
recently, everything was going well 
with F5 TBO. Let me start with my 
heater woes
On a recent outing, with the 

R14 section of Porsche Club GB, 
to Llangoed Hall (a fantastic venue 
in a stunning location), the heater 
defaulted to full hot. Carolyn and 
I nearly roasted. Even though the 
rainy weather was best described 

as ‘Biblical’, we had no option other 
than to open the sunroof and lower 
the windows in an attempt to expel 
some of the heat from the cabin... or 
should that be sauna! 

Having visions of a hugely-
expensive fix, I was massively 
relieved to discover that the repair 
was simple – and only cost a few 
pounds. The problem was caused by 
switching to full heat, to demist the 
windscreen. The sudden movement 

of the lever resulted in the heater 
cable’s plastic retaining clip, which 
was brittle with age, breaking.  
Amazingly Porsche keeps stocks 
of these clips. I bought two just in 
case. They were less than a pound 
each. In fact, the postage was more! 
I obtained the clips via the ever-
helpful Porsche Centre Cardiff. 

To access the clip, the glovebox 
has to be removed (an easy 
task) and replacing the clip is 

straightforward. Indeed, the whole 
job was completed in around five 
minutes. The good news is that the 
heater now operates throughout its 
entire range – and not just on full 
heat. So, the 944 can now be as 
cool on the inside as it looks on the 
outside! Perfect. 

On our next R14 outing, to 
the wonderfully-quirky and quite 
fabulous Abbey Cwm Hir, the car 
ran very well. But, on the return 

Broken plastic clip caused  the cable to 
detach and the system to default to full heat
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journey, in the dark, the headlights 
simply weren’t up to the task. I’ve 
since replaced the main/dipped 
bulbs with GE Megalight Ultra +130 
H4 bulbs. A great improvement. I’m 
currently in the throes of uprating 
the driving lights too (one of the 
screws holding a cover is proving 
diffi  cult to release which means that 
only one has been swapped at the 
time of writing).

As well as doing subtle 
improvements, I’m planning some 
more major ones, beginning 
with the sills. I was disappointed 
to discover that some rust was 
becoming evident on the sills. To be 
honest, this has come as something 

of a shock and I’d urge potential 
944 purchasers to be more vigilant 
than I was. I would strongly suggest 
the use of a borescope to ascertain 
the condition of the sills (unless 
you have documented evidence 
that they have been professionally 
replaced/repaired and then treated 
with rust preventative. 

Fortunately, the rust on my 944 
is not major (hopefully!), but I have 
made arrangements to get the 
sills, door bottoms, edges of the 
wheelarches and a number of stone 
chips attended too. In fact, this work 
should have been completed by 
now. However, it hasn’t. The reason 
for this is due to the engine cutting 

out on the day before I was due to 
deliver the 944 to the bodyshop.

 I’d just had the car MoT’d at 
Morgans Garage, Ewyas Harold, and 
had pulled out onto the main street, 
when the engine cut out. After 20 
minutes it restarted and I was able 
to drive home. Then it cut out again, 
and on a number of other occasions 
over the next few days. It’s not safe 
to drive, as there’s no warning when 
this is due to happen. As a result, 
the bodywork is on hold until the 
fault can be found and a remedied. 
I’ve replaced the DME relay, the 
crank sensors are almost new, but 
still the problem persists. I’ve even 
sent the ECU to FrazerPart for testing 

(it passed). Even so, I’ve asked them 
to get the ECU rebuilt. At least I’ll 
know that this is A1, and can think 
about where else I need to check. 
Fed up? You bet! 

 Martin Morgan-Jones

ECU is currently with FrazerPart being reconditioned.



911 (997) “4S” 3.8 “Gen 2” pdk (60 - 2011)
Platinum silver with ocean blue leather
30,000 miles £50,000

911 (997) Turbo 3.6 (07 - 2007)
Cobalt blue with ocean blue leather
62,000 miles £55,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 Gen2 pdk (09 - 2009)
Basalt black with black leather
53,000 miles £42,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 Gen 2 pdk (59 - 2009)
Atlas grey with black leather
45,000 miles £43,000

911 997 C4 “GTS” 3.8 pdk (12 - 2012)
White with black leather
46,000 miles £60,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” 3.8 Gen2 pdk (09 -2009)
Meteor grey with black leather
56,000 miles £43,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 Gen2 pdk (59 - 2009)
Basalt black with red leather
33,000 miles £43,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 Gen2 pdk (09 - 2009)
Basalt black with black leather
61,000 miles £40,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 Gen 2 pdk (59 - 2009)
Aqua blue with black leather
70,000 miles £38,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 tip (07 - 2007)
Meteor grey with black leather
48,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (57 - 2007)
Basalt black with black leather
62,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (08 - 2008)
Meteor grey with black leather
49,000 miles £35,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (07 - 2007)
Basalt black with stone grey leather
53,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 (997) “2S” 3.8 tip (57 - 2007)
Meteor grey with black leather
65,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 (997) “2S” 3.8 (07 - 2007)
Basalt black with black leather
43,000 miles £34,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (08 - 2008)
Meteor grey with grey leather
61,000 miles £33,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” 3.8 (08 - 2008)
Meteor grey with black leather
73,000 miles £33,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (07 - 2007)
GT Silver with black leather
62,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (07 - 2007)
Basalt black with black leather
48,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” 3.8 (07 - 2007)
Meteor grey with black leather
63,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (57 - 2008)
Silver with black leather
59,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 tip (57 - 2007)
Silver with black leather
53,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” cab 3.8 tip (06 - 2006)
Lapis blue with grey leather
68,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 cab (05 - 2005)
Silver with ocean blue leather
36,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” 3.8 (06 - 2006)
Basalt black with black leather
65,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” Cab tip (56 - 2006)
Silver with black leather
66,000 miles £32,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” 3.8 (56 - 2006)
Basalt black with black leather
63,000 miles £31,000

Porsche 911 997 “2S” 3.8 (07 - 2007)
Basalt black with black leather
73,000 miles £30,000

Porsche 911 997 “4S” 3.8 (06 - 2006)
Seal grey with black leather
75,000 miles £28,000

Porsche 911 996 Turbo 3.6 tip (53 - 2003)
Silver with black leather
51,000 miles £40,000

Bristol Way , Slough , Berkshire , SL13QE     01753553969      www.rsjsportscars.co.uk

ONSITE SERVICE CENTRE
Our expert, professional trained staff care about 

Servicing your Porsche. 

BOOK YOUR PORSCHE SERVICE ONLINE 
Visit rsjsportscars.co.uk/porsche-servicing/  

to view our detailed service options and prices

PORSCHES WANTED (2003 TO 2014)
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CAYMAN GUIDE
Ultimate Guide: 987 Cayman

GT3 RS
NEW

To order your back issue call 01959 543 747 today!
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* £5.80 per back issue includes free P&P to any UK Mainland postal address. For all other delivery options please enquire by calling +44 (0)1959 543747

AUTUMN 2018
Cover Story: Buying your fi rst Porsche: 
987 Boxster Vs 987 Cayman
Inside: £15k 911: the 996 Carrera, 911 
SC: your fi rst air-cooled, 718 Cayman: 
£400 per month, Ultimate Guide: 3.2 
Carrera, dp Motorsport 911 Speedster, 
Buying: 924, Porsche Classic visit, 
Modifying Guide: 718 exhaust systems  

NOVEMBER 2018
Cover Story: Evolution of the 911 
Carrera 4; 964, 993, 996, 997
Inside: Paul Stephens 911 Le Mans 
Classic, Litchfi eld tuned 991 Carrera 
T, Cayenne S Diesel, 924 Carrera GTS, 
Walter Röhrl returns to the Ulster Rally 
in a 911 SC/RS, 550A Spyder, Modifying 
Guide: 997 Turbo    

DECEMBER 2018
Cover Story: Porsche’s greatest ever 
road cars...
Inside: 991 GT3s do battle on road 
and track, 911 3.1 Carrera Targa, 
restored 911 2.4S, Type 64 - the real
fi rst Porsche? Porsche Sound Night 
2018, Rennsport Reunion, Modifying: 
986/987/981 Induction Upgrades

JANUARY 2019
Cover Story: 992 offi cially revealed
Inside: 991.2 GT3 RS versus 991.2 GT2 
RS, Sharkwerks 964, Porsche Classic: 
986/964, Frank-Steffen Walliser, 924 
Turbo, History: 956 Group C racer, New 
Macan First Drive, Modifying Guide: 
996 Suspension Upgrades, Tech Guide: 
Particulate Filters  

FEBRUARY 2019
Cover Story: £30k specials; 996 40 
Jahre, 987 Cayman S Sport
Inside: 911 2.3 S/T tribute, rally 996 
Carrera, Porsche Digital interview, 
Panamera Turbo S E-Hybrid Sport 
Turismo, Le Mans legend 
Richard Attwood in a 996, Rod Emory, 
Modifying: 928 upgrades

APRIL 2018
Cover Story: New GT3 RS  – fi rst ride!
Inside: Restored 911E Targa, 996 
road trip to the Alps, 30-years of 4WD 
Porsche production, Le Mans raced 928, 
917 chassis 023 explored, 2WD versus 
4WD, Porsche Stability
Management: Sport Mode

MAY 2018
Cover Story: 987 Boxster Spyders
Inside: 356 B and 356 C compared, 
prototype Cayenne E-Hybrid driven, 911 
GT1, Cross Turismo concept revealed, 
Hollywood hero Paul Newman, 991.2 
GTS driven, dp Motorsport 964, Tech: 
Porsche all-wheel drive system at 30

JUNE 2018
Cover Story: 911S by Canford Classics
Inside: The £25k 911: 996 4S versus 
997 Carrera, 901, Jürgen Barth and 
Roland Kussmaul in a rally 924, 928s:  
1979 928, S4 and GTS, 200 Porsche 
facts for our 200th issue, 919 Hybrid Evo, 
964 Carrera RSR 3.8, Porsche Tech: Tyres 

JULY 2018
Cover Story: GT3 RS Generations
Inside: 987 Cayman Ultimate Guide, new 
991.2 GT3 RS driven, Paris-Dakar 959 explored, 
‘sleeper’ 930 Turbo, Tech: 944 servicing, 
Porsche People: Hanns Herrmann, Porsche 
Human Performance, Panamera Sport Turismo 
UK drive, Modifying Guide: 986 suspension

AUGUST 2018
Cover Story: Buying: 964
Inside: 991 GT3s: fi rst generation 
versus second generation, 986 Boxster 
racer, new pre-production Macan 
driven, restored 928, unique Sauter 
356 Roadster explored, the ‘£55’ 3.2 
Carrera, Tech Guide: 996 Suspension, 
Modifying Guide: 997 exhaust systems

SEPTEMBER 2018
Cover Story: £10k convertible Porsches
Inside: Flatnose 964 Turbo S, 912: 
the last affordible classic Porsche? 
919 Hybrid Evo Nürburgring record 
lap witnessed, Carrera T in Wales, 
‘Mad Max’-style 986 Boxster TV star, 
Porsche tractors, Modifying Guide: 914 
suspension, Tech: 986 Boxster track prep

OCTOBER 2018
Cover Story: RPM Technik 996 CSR EVO
Inside: Buying: 968, Singer Vehicle 
Design DLS 911, 911 SC road trip, 919 
Hybrid driven, New Macan revealed, 
classic 930 Turbo, Macan Performance 
Pack tested, Modifying Guide: 924 
brakes, Patrick Dempsey interview, 
Tech Guide: off-road in the Cayenne

GT Porsche Back Issues
COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION TODAY 

911E Targa
Lovingly restored classic Porsche 

from PIE Performance...

PLUS: LE MANS 928 917-023 A racer reborn A legend explored

NEW GT3 RS
At speed with Walter Röhl in the latest 520hp 

Rennsport 911. Is this the best 991 yet?
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Time to buy?

Reworked 911S gets RS-spec 
engine and more...
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What’s the best £25k 911 – 
996 Carrera 4S or 997 Carrera?

2 0th ISS
200 Porsche facts!

911

901 924 TBirth of 
an icon 

Rally
rarity  919 EVO Faster 

than F1
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First Porsche
Our essential guide to 
landing your dream 
drive – from £5k to £40k

148 PAGE BUMPER BUYING SPECIAL

911 SC 718 CAYMAN
Your first air-cooled From £400 per month

SPEEDSTER
dp Motorsport 911

Drive the most affordable 9
around – the 996 Carrera.£15K 911

Buying Your

3.2 Carrera
Ultimate Guide to the 
classic air-cooled 911 
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Essential tips to help you grab an iconic 
air-cooled 911 while you still can.... 

928

356 ROADSTER
Unique Sauter 356 explore  

Restored 928

MARKET TRENDS
Porsche sales examined

Gu de

BOXSTER
Restoration 
competition 
986 racer
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991 
GT3 generat  

DRIVEN
MACAN

NEW

FR !
Buying: 964
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964 Flachbau
TURBO S

CARRERA T SALES TRENDS
Lightweight 991 road test Latest market analysis

BOXSTER TV STAR
‘Mad Mad’ 986 built for TV

919 Hybrid Evo sets new 
Nürburgring-Nordschleife record 

‘RING
RECORD LAP! 

LAP TIME:
5:19.55

Affordable classic
912

10K Drive a convertible Porsche this 
summer for £10k or less..

PORSCHE 
DROP TOPS
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996
Is RPM Technik’s 
996 CSR EVO 
the definitive 
bespoke 996?

ROAD & TRACK

BUYING:

968
Transaxle fun 
from just £15,000...

Road trip
911 SC

Lightweight 911
SINGER DLS

911 TURBO 919 DRIVEN
Iconic 930 Hybrid racer on track

NEW MACAN
Latest Porsche SUV

£30k Specials
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Group 4 ra
911 S/T  

Carrera stage s
RALLYING 9

PANAMERA
HYBRID 

Turbo S E-Hybrid 

Sport Turismo – 

the best all-round 

Porsche? 

Two forgotten special edition Porsches       that you should buy in 2019...

996 40 JAHRE

CAYMAN S SPORT

MARKET TRENDS PORSCHE DIGITAL
Porsche auction analysis Porsche’s connected future

ROD EMORY
Outlaw Porsche builder

Evolution
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Classic Clubspor
LE MANS 91

Modifying guide
997 TURBO

964, 993, 
996 and 997 
Carrera 4 911s 
compared... 

CARRERA T

924 GTS
Carrera GTS

Litchfield tuned 991

IS DIESEL ?
Cayenne S Di

Walter Röhrl 
revisits the 
Ulster Rally 
in a 911 SC/RS  

RÖHRL
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Road Cars
Greatest

Engines revved for Porsche sound-off 

NIGHT!
SOUND

TYPE 64 MODIFYING
The real first Porsche? Boxster/Cayman induction

MARKET TRENDS
Latest auction sales analysis

Standard and modified GT3s fight for 
supremacy on road and track...

Seven road-going 
heroes from seven 
decades celebrate 
70 years of Porsche 
sports cars...

Restored class
911 2.4S 

3.2 Carrera
911 TARGA

991 GT3 BATTLE

AN INDEPENDENT PUBLICATION

gtpurelyporsche.com
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NEW 911
Our unmissable in-depth analysis of the new eighth generation 911...

992 REVEALED!

As we welcome the new 911, we also drive the 
wildest versions of its predecessor…  

GT3 RS VS GT2 RS

CHIEF DESIGNER 
Michael Mauer talks 
992 styling

HEAD OF 911
August Achleitner’s 
engineering insights

THE TRUTH ABOUT A 992 
HYBRID – will they, won’t they?

SharkWerks 911
964 CARRE   

Porsche Classic
986 BOXSTE

Porsche 

Motorsport 

boss on the 

new 911 GT2 

RS Clubsport

 & 935

 356 B and 356 C compared – 
which is better to drive?
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NEW CAYENNE GT1 
E-Hybrid driven First mid-engined 911

CROSS TURISMO
New Mission E concept revealed...

Manual and PDK 987 Boxsters do battle...

PAUL 
NEWMAN

Porsche’s top 

Hollywood 
hero?



Tel: 01892 652994  Email: info@octanegarage.co.uk
Unit 6 Lexden Lodge Industrial Est. Crowborough, East Sussex, TN6 2NQ

www: octanegarage.co.uk

Independent Porsche Specialist
Servicing, MOTs, mechanical repairs/restorations,
engine and gearbox re-builds, fourwheel
alignment, performance upgrades.
Special projects undertaken

Old School Porsche
Mechanics for the 
21st Century.

Servicing, restoration, 
engine builds and race prep.

Chelmsford, Essex

www.dsdmotorwerks.co.uk
Tel: 01376 583075 or 07774 854 418

300 RS
REG 911E
S911 LER
996 POR
POR 997T
POR 911K
POR 911N
POR 911Y
993 POR
993 RUF
987 MD
GT68 RSR

VNZ 911
964 MC
964 GC
RED 911H
RSR 911K
RSR 911T
RSR 911X
B911 RSR
RUF 911T
911 SCR
RS18 POR

911 PYT
911 FEG
911 MSD
CAR232A
911 FJX
930 FF
XXX 911C
991 PD
911 RWS
918 MHH
S918 POR
RS68 RSR

RS68 POR
A993 XXX
TON 997X
997 CSS
WBZ 911
P993 POR
CAB 911X
VOP 911S

A911 DPG
P911 SCH
WAG 944S

PORSCHE RELATED CHERISHED REGISTRATION NUMBERS

All on retention certificates for immediate transfer

PCGB MEMBER TEL: 07730 007694 EMAIL: erha300@aol.com

cmsporsche.co.uk EST: 1997

01952 608‐911 www.cmsporsche.co.uk cmsporsche@aol.com 07831 711609

Over 20 years experience
Fixed Price Porsche Servicing (Please see our
website for details), mechanical & bodywork re-
pairs & factory P.I.W.I.S diagnostics
Labour rates from only £5 .99/hour
Specialists in the supply of New & Used Parts
that we have in stock for Porsches from: 1984
onwards
Porsches bought & sold in any condition: the
GOOD, the BAD or the UGLY!!

INDEPENDENT PORSCHE SPECIALISTS 
IN TELFORD, WEST MIDLANDS ‐ 01952 608‐911

PORSCHE SPECIALIST
Service - Repairs - Sales

T: 01491 642911
hillcrestspecialistcars.com 0800 458 4235

www.protexworld.co.uk

SOFT TOP RESTORATION KITS

•Deep cleans canvas, preventing the growth 
of green mildew and mould.

•Colour restores canvas, presenting 
a strong even finish.

•Seals and protects canvas, providing 
protection against moisture and other 
environmental damage.

•Easily applied in one day.

3
Stage Kit

£ .98
. p&p

GREAT VALUE CAR CARE PRODUCTS
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compatible device.
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YOUR DETAILS
Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr ............... Forename .............................................................
Surname ........................................................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................
.................................................................... Post / Zip code .........................
Country ..........................................................................................................
Daytime phone ............................................. Mobile ...................................... 
Email ..............................................................................................................

IF DELIVERY IS TO A DIFFERENT ADDRESS, COMPLETE BELOW
Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr ............... Forename .............................................................
Surname ........................................................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................
.................................................................... Post / Zip code .........................
Country ..........................................................................................................
Daytime phone ............................................. Mobile ...................................... 

We may wish to contact you regarding our special offers that we believe would be
of relevance to you. Please tick the boxes to tell us all the ways you would
prefer to hear from us    Email     Post     Phone     Text Message.

We will not pass your details onto third party companies.

I WISH TO SUBSCRIBE BY DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENTS OF £21 FOR MY 6 

ISSUES (SAVING 29%). I UNDERSTAND MY DIRECT DEBIT WILL BE TAKEN 

EVERY 6 MONTHS UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE.

SAVE MONEY    

Offer closes on the 05 April 2019. Here at Kelsey Publishing we take your privacy seriously and 
will only use your personal information to administer your account and to provide the products 
and services you have requested from us. We will only contact you about our special offers via 
the preferences you have indicated above and you can update these at any time by emailing 
us at subs@kelsey.co.uk or by calling us on 01959 543 747.

WHY SUBSCRIBE

pktmags.com/gtporsche

PAY JUST £28.99
FOR 13 ISSUES

SAVING 55%*



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

3
EASY
WAYS

TO
ORDER

TO SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm.

Or call our team on 01959 543 747 & quote offer code GTPP0718

Simply visit shop.kelsey.co.uk/gtp

 NEVER MISS AN ISSUE  FREE DELIVERY DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR

OFFER 2. UK PRINT EDITION

*UK Direct Debit print offer only. Pay just £21 for 6 issues.

6 ISSUES £21*

SAVEUP 
TO29%

     ON THESE SPECIAL OFFERS

The world’s premier Porsche magazine

January 2019Issue 208

Exclusive Subscriber Edition

Rennspo
Rumble

er Porsche magazine

February 2019Issue 209

Exclusive Subscriber Edition

6 40 Jahre

The world’s premier Porsche magazine

March 2019Issue 210

Exclusive Subscriber Edition

992 Driven



Here’s some we built earlier...
...can we build a set for you?

GAZ  Gold Coilover KitsGAZ GHA kitsGT Shock Absorbers

www.gazshocks.com
enquiries@gazshocks.com

Telephone:

01268 724585
Gaz Shocks Ltd
Rayridge House, Swinborne Road
Burnt Mills Industrial Estate
Basildon, Essex, SS13 1EH

A very extensive range of telescopic
dampers for both modern and classic car
applications. 

• These units can be built in various open
and closed lengths.

• Bump and rebound is adjustable by
means of a  a single control knob.

All units in all our ranges can be
purchased individually or repaired, by
return, in the event of an accident. Leda
rebuild service also available.

A full range of springs are stocked at
the factory for road and motorsport use.

Gaz GHA height adjustable kits are
primarily made for the modified road car
market. 

FEATURES:-
• On car damping adjustment
• Shortened body and stroke lengths to
allow a -25 to -65mm ride height
adjustment
• Coarse acme form thread for ease of
adjustment 
• Zinc plated to minimise corrosion 
• Includes high quality coil springs in
various rates and diameters. 
• Spring rates can be altered on request.
• When a coilover is unable to be
installed a separate damper and rear coil
spring with a variable spring platform is
used so the kit retains full height
adjustment all round.

Premium height adjustable kits for
tarmac motorsport and the serious track
day enthusiast. 

FEATURES:-
• On car damping adjustment
• 62mm bodies for increased oil
capacity.
• Induction hardened piston rods
• Multi lip sealing. 
• Gas cell in the outer reservoir to
prevent cavitation and reduce fade in
motor racing conditions.
• Lightweight billet alloy bases, end
fittings, seats, lockrings, rod guides and
gland nuts.
• Nickel coated steel outer tube to
provide the best anti corrosive finish
possible.
• Anodised outer alloy components

Provides camber
adjustment for
tarmac
motorsport and
the serious track
day enthusiast.
(Not suitable for
road use).

FEATURES:-
• On-car
adjustment

• Anodised billet
alloy components

• Integral Top Bearing

• Can be combined with GAZ specially
shortened coilover units for maximum
adjustment.

Bump and

rebound

adjustable
Zinc Plated Body

Easy height

adjustmentTÜV and IS9000
Certification

www.gazshocks.com

Spring rates can be

altered on request.

Silicone Chrome

springs available Self lubricating

spherical bearings

Nickel coated

steel outer tube

Coilover kits available for Lotus Cortina Mk1 & Mk2, Cortina 1600E & GT, Popular & Anglia Conversions, RS Cosworths, Escort Turbos,

Escort Mexico, RS 1600i, XR2 Fiesta and most other classic Fords

Escort MkII 
GAZ Gold

Coilovers for

Escort MkII now

come with the

option of  Brand

New Steel Stub

Axles already

welded into

position. No

need to supply

donor stubs!

GAZ  Cambe  Adjusters

Anodised Billet  

Aluminium

Easy adjustment

NEW!
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From this... 

MEN’S MARTINI  
LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRT

How much? £60.00  
Where from? www.porsche.com
This long-sleeved T-shirt is new from the Porsche Driver’s 
Selection. It is made from 100 percent cotton. With raglan-
style sleeves and the iconic Martini Racing stripes on the 
chest. It features further details such as a patch on the left 
breast, an embroidered ‘21’ on the right upper arm, and the 
Porsche logo on the neck. The official article number for this 
item is WAP 553 XXX 0K. 

PIONEER AVH-Z9100DAB 
How much? £953.57
Where from? www.pioneer-car.eu 
Pioneer’s AVH-Z9100DAB combines high-quality audio and video with smart navigation. It 
supports the latest connectivity options for your smartphone, such as Apple CarPlay, Android 
Auto, Wi Fi, Bluetooth and more. A seven-inch capacitive touchscreen allows smooth, 
effortless, ease-of-use, a built-in 4x50w amplifier, 13 band graphic EQ and gold plated RCA 
pre-outs fire out good sound. Out back an HDMI input, twin camera inputs, dual USB inputs 
and a DAB tuner offer plenty of options for supporting additions.

MATADOR ‘MEN’S KITCHEN’ 
How much? £1674.00 
Where from? www.damar.biz 
Despite the rather sexist name, the ‘Men’s Kitchen’ range 
from Matador Toolboxes is sure to appeal to those looking 
for a stunning tool storage solution in their garage. There 
are four different size options to choose from here, with a 
choice of 1.2m to over four-metre long ‘kitchen’ blocks, all 
of which are freestanding. The modular nature of the range 
means it is possible to chop, change and adapt the layout 
to suit your needs and available space.
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www.thewheelrestorer.co.uk                                         www.924srr27L.co.uk 

LASER ENGRAVED 997 GT3 RS 
BLUEPRINT
How much? £207.99 
Where from? www.fast2shop.com 
A highly detailed orthographic technical illustration of the second-generation 
997 GT3 RS (including a comprehensive technical specification), this detailed 
laser engraved blueprint artwork can be personalised with details like your own 
car’s number plate, its VIN plate, the date your purchased it (and whether or 
not it is left or right-hand drive). Available either in A3, A2 or even A1 sizes, 
the high resolution design is etched onto three millimetre thick brushed and 
anodised aluminium.

SPARK 1:43 935 K3
How much? £53.95
Where from? www.racingmodels.com
A new release for the month of February from Racing Models, this Hawaiian Tropic Racing 
Associates 935 K3 model comes from Spark. Replicating the car that was raced at the 
24-Hours of Le Mans in 1980 by Skeeter McKitterick, Leon Walger and Charles Mendez, 
this model would look great as part of any display. Add code GTPOR010 to your shopping 
cart to receive a 10 percent discount exclusive to GT Porsche readers.

AUTOGLYM POLAR 
SERIES
How much? From £14.99
Where from? www.autoglym.com 
The new Polar Series from Autoglym consists of 
three stages of exterior car washing; a pre-wash, 
wash and protect programme – all of which 
are applied through your pressure washer. Polar 
Blast (£17.40) is a pre-wash which provides 
a rich, thick blanket of pre-cleaning foam 
through the lance of your pressure washer. 
Next comes Polar Wash (£14.99), a powerful 
yet safe, luxury shampoo. Lastly out of the 
pressure washer comes Polar Seal (£19.99), a 
hydrophobic, protective high-gloss coating. 
Autoglym says that thanks to the fact that water 
will bead quickly off the vehicle, there’s barely 
any drying left to perform after the third stage. 
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The only independent purely Porsche 
specialist in Devon. Purpose built Porsche 
dedicated workshop with Porsche trained 
technicians for all your Porsche needs.
T: 01404 549921
M: 07762 244477/07770 933054
E: scsporsche@btconnect.com
www.scsporsche.co.uk

PORSCHE ART  
How much? £POA 
Where from? stefanonotargiacomo.it 
Stefano Notargiacomo is an Italian artist 
who reinvents parts of classic cars and 
motorbikes, turning them into unique 
statement pieces for high end home 
interiors. These pieces can take the form 
of all kinds of things, from coffee tables to 
a ‘desk glove box’, however lamps are a 
mainstay of Notargiacomo’s work. Recent 
creations have seen the artist use Porsche 
parts, originally from both the 356 and 
911, to great effect. An elegant desk glove 
box inspired by 356 was one key work, 
a lamp made from a 356 drive shaft 
another. Ultimately anything goes here 
and each piece is unique and expertly 
crafted based on customer’s requirements. 

SPARK 1:43 996 GT2
How much? £53.95
 Where from? www.racingmodels.com
The New Hardware Racing / Parr Motorsport 996 GT2 
replicated here by Spark in 1:43 scale was raced during 
the 1996 24-Hours of Le Mans. Driven by Stephane 
Ortelli, Andy Pigrim and Andrew Pagnall, the real car 
was driven to 17th place. Add code GTPOR010 to your 
shopping cart to receive a 10 percent discount exclusive 
to GT Porsche readers.

FK 991 SPRINGS 
How much? £75.95 
Where from? www.fast2shop.com
These FK lowering springs are suitable for the 991 
Cabriolet and Convertible (from 2012 on). Lowering 
the car approximately 30mm (front) and 30mm (rear), 
the chrome silicon steel springs are excellent value 
and manufactured under strict guidelines ensuring they 
provide high-quality protection from corrosion. 
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928 COILOVER KIT 
How much? £953.57
Where from? www.gazshocks.com 
Suspension specialist, Gaz, has added a fully adjustable GHA coilover kit for the Porsche 928 to its range of 
products. Bump and rebound can be adjusted by means of an easily accessible knob on the side of each unit, the 
dampers feature a gas cell fitted in the outer reservoir to prevent cavitation and to resist fade. Ride height is adjusted 
by means of movable spring platforms. All Gaz GHA dampers are suitable for both road and competition use. 

KNITTED STEERING 
WHEEL RATTLE 
How much? £25.00 
Where from? www.porsche.com
Designed in the style of a Porsche 
Motorsport steering wheel from the likes of 
the 911 GT3 Cup, this knitted wheel from 
the Porsche Driver’s Selection is a baby’s 
rattle! With embroidered buttons and the 
Porsche Crest, it is made from 90 percent 
cotton and, importantly, it is machine 
washable to 30 degrees celsius. The official 
article number for this item is WAP 040 
901 0K. 

GLASS SHIELD  

How much? £9.99 (125ml)
Where from? www.raceglaze.co.uk 
Glass Shield is a hydrophobic polymer sealant 
which keeps your vehicle’s windows clear both 
inside and out. It does this by building a water 
repellent barrier, enabling water to run off glass 
effortlessly and preventing dirt from sticking. 
Enhancing wiper performance and reducing 
judder, it is easy to apply and lasts for up to 
six months, though it is recommended that 
the substance is applied weekly for four weeks 
for best results. We’ve tested Glass Shield and 
can confirm that it is effective and easy to 
use, assisting clearer vision which is especially 
invaluable during these winter months. 

1:43 SPARK 718 RSK

How much? £53.95 
Where from? www.racingmodels.com
The Porsche KG 718RSK was driven during the 1959 
24-Hours of Le Mans by Edgar Barth and Wolfgang Siedel. 
Sadly the car retired with gearbox failure but this Spark 
1:43 resin model continues its legacy. Add code 
GTPOR010 to your shopping cart to 
receive a 10 percent discount 
exclusive to GT Porsche readers.
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Addspeed Performance Cars  www.addspeed.co.uk                ✓ 
Adrian Flux  www.adrianfl ux.co.uk        ✓
Analogue Automotive  www.analogueautomotive.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
Ashley Insurance  www.ashleyinsurance.co.uk        ✓
Autofarm  www.autofarm.co.uk ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓   ✓     ✓  
Autostrasse  Tel: 01376 562922               ✓
Berlyn Services  www.berlyn-services.co.uk ✓ 
Belgravia Garage  www.belgraviagarage.com               ✓
Bilstein www.bilstein.com                ✓ 
Bodytechnics  Tel: 01753 505911  www.bodytechnics.co.uk 

 ✓ The bodyshop for prestige vehicles. Porsche Centre approved body repairer
Braunton Engineering         ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
Britemax www.britemax-direct.co.uk   ✓           
Cameron Sportscars  Tel: 01220 892244               ✓
Carrera Engineering  www.carreraengineering.co.uk  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓  
Cargraphic  www.cargraphic.com ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓      ✓   ✓
Charles Ivey Specialist Cars  www.charlesivey.com ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓
Chesterfi eld Diagnostics/Repairs  www.chesterfi elddiagnostics.com    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Classic Additions  www.classicadditions.com ✓ 
Club Auto Sport  www.clubautosport.co.uk ✓    ✓           ✓  
CMSPorsche  Tel: 01952 608911 / www.cmsporsche.co.uk  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓
Covered Storage www.coveredstorage.co.uk                  ✓
Dansk  Tel: 07000 911993      ✓
Design 911  www.design911.com ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓      ✓ ✓   ✓
Direct Line  www.directline.com        ✓ 
DMS Automotive  www.dmsautomotive.com          ✓
Dodo Juice  www.dodojuice.com   ✓
DS Motorwerks  www.dsdmotorwerks.co.uk  ✓    ✓          ✓ 
EBC Brakes  www.ebcbrakes.com  ✓ 
EBS Racing  www.ebsracing.com ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓      ✓
Eibach Suspension Tech  Tel: 01455 286524                ✓
Elephant Racing  www.elephantracing.com                ✓
Essex Porsche Inspections  Email: porscheinspections@gmail.com       ✓
Elite Direct  www.elitedirect.com                ✓   ✓
Engine Builders Supply Co.  Tel: +1 775 6731300 ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓      ✓
Export 56  Tel: 01908 216661   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Gantspeed Engineering  www.gantspeed.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓      ✓  ✓   ✓  ✓
GT One  www.gt-one.co.uk               ✓
Hartech  Tel: 01204 302809  www.hartech.org     ✓     ✓     ✓Firewood Works, Firwood Ind. Est, Thicket Ford Road, Bolton, BL2 3TR 
Historika Classica Porsche  www.historika.com ✓      ✓      ✓ ✓
HP Motorsports  www.hpmotorsports.co.uk               ✓
Jasmine Porschalink UK  www.jasmine-motorsport.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓
Jaz  www.jazweb.co.uk ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
JZM  www.jzmporsche.com ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
Karmann Konnection  www.karmannkonnection.com ✓   ✓       ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓    ✓  ✓      ✓

REACH THE PORSCHE ENTHUSIAST 
MARKET TODAY

Call Joshua Wingfi eld on 01732 447007
or email joshua.wingfi eld@talkmediasales.co.uk to discuss your needs...
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If you would like to be listed in the GT Porsche Specialist Directory please contact 
Joshua Wingfield on: +44 (0)1732 447007 or email joshua.wingfield@talkmediasales.co.uk
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LN Engineering  www.lnengineering.com      ✓ 
Meguiar’s  www.meguiars.co.uk    ✓ 
Milltek Sport  www.millteksport.co.uk       ✓ 
Ninemeister  www.ninemeister.com ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
No 5 Garage  www.no5garage.com             ✓ 
Northway Porsche Specialists  www.northway.co.uk   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓
Parr Motorsport Tel: www.parr-uk.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
Paragon www.paragongb.com ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓    ✓  ✓ ✓   ✓
Paul Stephens Specialist Cars  www.paul-stephens.com            ✓  ✓   
PCT Cars  www.pctcars.co.uk  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓
Peart Insurance  www.peart.co.uk         ✓
Performance Direct  www.performancedirect.co.uk         ✓
Performance Marque  www.performancemarque.com         ✓ 
Peter Morgan Consulting  www.porscheinspections.com        ✓
Pie-Performance  www.pieperformance.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
Porsche Cars GB  www.porsche.co.uk           ✓
Porsche Club GB  www.porscheclubgb.com     ✓       ✓
PortiaCraft  Tel: 020 8959 1604              ✓
911 Virgin  www.911virgin.com             ✓
Pro 9  www.pro-9.com.uk   ✓           ✓
Promax Motorsport  www.promaxmotorsport.com ✓          ✓  ✓ 
PR Services  www.prs356.com  ✓           ✓
Ramus Porscha  www.ramusporscha.com ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓   ✓   ✓
Regal Autosport  www.regalautosport.com ✓  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 
Redline Racing  Tel: 01642 751911           ✓
Revolution Porsche  www.revolution-porsche.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
RGA Porsche  Tel: 0207 7931447  ✓    ✓       ✓   ✓
RPM Technik Tel:  www.rpmtechnik.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓
RPM Specialist Cars  www.rpmspecialistcars.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓
RSJ Sports Cars  www.rsjsportscars.co.uk             ✓   
Roger Bray Restoration  Tel: 01404 822005  parts@rogerbrayrestoration.com    ✓           ✓   
www.rogerbrayrestoration.com; Milestone Business Park, London Rd, Whimple, Exeter
Specialised Car Covers  www.carcoversuk.com ✓ 
Specialist Cars of Malton  www.specialistcarsltd.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓
SpeedArt  www.speedart.de           ✓ 
Swissvax UK  www.swissvax.co.uk    ✓  
Team Parker Racing  www.teamparkerracing.com      ✓       ✓   ✓
TechArt  www.techart.de           ✓
The Independent Porsche Enthusiasts’ Club  www.tipec.net     ✓ 
Tognola Engineering  Tel: 01753 545053      ✓     ✓ 
TWG Motorsport  Tel: 01733 332911             ✓
The Wheel Restorer  Tel: 01978 352980  sales@thewheelrestorer.co.uk                  ✓Unit F7, Bersham Enterprise Centre, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4EG  
Yorkshire Classic Porsche  www.yorkshireclassicporsche.co.uk ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓    ✓

K&N  www.knfilters.com     ✓ 
Lakewell Classic Car Interiors  www.lakewell.com           ✓ ✓
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APRIL ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY 8TH MARCH 2019

Available to download from www.gtpurelyporsche.com from 5th March 2019

CAN’T FIND GT PORSCHE?

Check your nearest stockist:

911 Art Car
The 2.0-litre Cup competition 911 with a difference...



Vehicle owned & built by: 911RRR

SUSPENSIONELECTRICALBODY PARTS EXHAUSTS SERVICE PARTSBRAKING

3,000+ PARTS ONLINE FOR AIR & WATERCOOLED PORSCHES
E X P E R T  A D V I C E  •  FA S T  G L O B A L  D E L I V E R Y  •  F R E E  UK  S H I P P IN G  O V E R  £ 5 0

#driveheritage porsche@heritagepartscentre.com01273 444000



INFO@CHARTWELLS.NET. . 01332 340972WWW.CHARTWELLS.NET

WE BELIEVE A JOB WELL DONE GIVES YOU PRIDE, TAKING THE IMPOSSIBLE AND MAKING IT POSSIBLE 
DRIVES OUR NEED FOR SUCCESS. OUR CONTINUED INVESTMENT AND DELIVERY INTO EXCELLENCE 

PROVIDES A SERVICE UNLIKE NO OTHER.

CHOSEN & APPROVED BY THE WORLD’S LEADING MOTOR MANUFACTURERS TO 
REPAIR YOUR PRESTIGE VEHICLE


